CHW3M Sample Egyptian Women Paragraph Outline
Topic Sentence: The women of ancient Egypt had indispensable roles in society that enabled them to carry out essential tasks at home, rituals and ceremonies as well as support the economy and social life of the country.
	1. Point
	In the home, women were responsible for children and housekeeping


	1. Example
	Mistress of the house managed  everything and must have children – pray to gods of fertility and childbirth (Bes, Tawaret, Hathor) and marry early to ensure fertility. 


	Mini Citation 
	(Echoes from the Past, p. 74)

	1. Physical Proof
	Statue from 18th dynasty ca. 1400 BCE tomb of Menna, royal scribe, showing peasant woman sitting under tree nursing child in a sling

	Mini Citation 
	(Women in Ancient Egypt, p.122)

	1. Connection to Thesis
	Being responsible for the care of children, women were valued because family was the most valued aspect of society. Child continues lineage of family. Women were recognized for this role without which Egypt could not have survived and thrived. 


	2. Point
	Prominent role in religion as dancers and musicians in temples


	2. Example
	Ceremonies in temples required dancers and musicians in order to sooth the gods and restore balance of Maat (order of the universe). Sed festival (to renew king’s vitality) and Beautiful Festival of the Valley (relatives of deceased eat and drink at tomb to honour the dead family member) required women to participate. 


	Mini Citation 
	(Dancing for Hathor, pp. 95-96)

	2.Physical Proof 
	18th dynasty tomb painting from tomb of scribe Nebamun has female musicians and dancers clapping their hands and hitting their knees and playing the double pipe instrument 

	Mini Citation 
	(Women in Ancient Egypt, p. 53.)

	2.Connection to Thesis
	Music and dance were essential in temple rituals, thus women were essential. Temple rituals were designed to help people reach the afterlife, so women helping with that goal provided an essential service to the country. 


	3. Point 
	Outside of the home, women participated in production of textiles

	3.Example
	Weavers had high status in Old Kingdom as clothe needed for burial rituals and furniture, sails, bags. Weavers had high status as shown by being able to build their own tombs. 


	Mini Citation 
	(Women in Ancient Egypt, p. 53; Echoes from the Past, 68. )

	3.Physical Proof
	Wall painting from 12th dynasty tomb of vizier to king Khnumhotep found at Beni Hasan shows women weaving and spinning

	Mini Citation 
	(Egyptian Wall Paintings, p. 71. )

	3.Connection to Thesis 
	Weavers supported religious rituals surrounding death, such as mummification. These rituals were crucial for reaching the afterlife; women weavers had an occupation outside of the home that also supported the society as a whole. 



Courtesy of Kathy Huang. 
Concluding Sentence: you write one!!!
Checklist for Assessing Quality of the Sample Outline

· Did the writer have a clear topic sentence that made a strong argument?
· Did the writer have a useful (introductory) general point for each sub-topic?

· Did the writer have a detailed example for each sub-topic?

· Did the writer have real-life piece of material/physical evidence to support each example?

· Did the writer have a clear explanation of how the evidence supports the thesis after each example?

· In the end, did the writer balance detailed evidence with well-explained argument?
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