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CHY 4U CCA Essay: Topic and Concluding Sentences 
Topic Sentences = TS
Topic sentences are the reader’s guide through the essay. [image: image1.jpg]



They should state the main idea of the paragraph. Think of it like this: if the reader reads the TS, he/she doesn’t have to read the rest of the paragraph. 

Every body paragraph needs a TS. They are needed even for shorter paragraphs, such as HTC connection paragraphs (if you have them). 

As this is a long essay, the topic sentences will give the reader a sense of where the essay is going. If the guide isn’t clear, the essay won’t be clear. Editing your topic sentences is one the most important tasks you’ll do. 
Your essay should make sense if the reader only reads the thesis statement and the topic sentences.
Remember, your reader knows nothing of your 
Concluding Sentences = CS
Concluding sentences wrap up or draw a conclusion at the end of each body paragraph. They should not be copies of the topic sentences. That would be really boring in such a long essay. 
The concluding sentence is not the same thing as the argument. The two must exist separately; this is one area where students often make mistakes and lose communication marks!
Concluding sentence should be the last sentence of each body paragraph. 

CSs don’t need to be elaborate, but they do need to be there to wrap up the paragraphs neatly to keep the read on track. 
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