Name: ____________________________________ 

Date & time of app’t: ______________

CHY 4U CCA Step 4: Thesis Conference
      /10 marks [Thinking]
1. How have you taken your topic from broad to more narrow in focus? (In other words, what did you ask/research in order to get from a big topic to a smaller focus?) [     /1 mark]
Kurds are a very big topic. They’re a group of people who live in multiple countries. I have focused on Kurdish history and people in Syria, Iraq and Turkey. Historical events in these countries are different but have similar themes related to colonization (imperialism – whether by the Ottoman Empire or the British) and the desire for autonomy (the hope for future decolonization).  
2. List the main sub-topics you’ll be using in your essay: also jot down some of the things (evidence) that might go into each sub-topic. The order should be logical, not random. There is no required number of sub-topics but you must focus on the historical component (6 pieces of evidence), Below you will find one suggested method of organizing your information; this one is more chronological.  A thematic approach may work better for you. Either way, overview of current issue should go first so your essay does not become a story. No citations needed. [     /6 marks]

	Name of Sub-topic
	Evidence that will go in sub-topic
	Order

	Long-term background causes  (colonization) 1
	Ottoman Empire: 

1 1855: Kurdish Revolt against Ottomans shows British willing to sell out the Kurds
2 1870s up to 1908: Sultan Hamid II controlled and limited Kurdish nationalism
Iraq:

3 1919-1930s: During the British mandate and under the new Iraqi monarchy, Kurdish identity took a back seat to Iraqi nationalism (I might move to section below)

	1

	Long-term background causes (colonization) 2
	Post-WWI treaties and the creation of modern Turkey:

4 1920: Treaty of Sevres (including primary source quote) that made some ambiguous statements on a Kurdish state but Britain and France had other interests
5 1923: Treaty of Lausanne and Ataturk’s strategic ability to get rid of the idea of a Kurdish state
	2

	Medium-term background roots 3
	Repression in Syria: 
6 1950s and 60s: Removal of citizenship and therefore other rights such as education to Kurds whose families had been in Syria for a long time
Mis-treatment in Turkey: 

7 1978 and 1988: Formation of the PKK political party to fight politically against long-standing repression in Turkey, then in 1988 the armed struggle (guerilla) warfare against Turkey
 
	3

	Medium-term background roots 4
	Repression in Iraq: 

8 1970s: Iraqi gov’t resettled Arabs in Kirkuk (an oil city) and forced resettlement of Kurds 

9 1986 -1989: Reaction to supporting Iran in Iran-Iraq War included chemical weapons, mustard gas and forcing thousands to become migrants
	4

	Short-term background causes (autonomy) 5
	10 2016: International rejection of declaration of semi-autonomous “federal area” of Rojava within Syria


	5

	Effects of colonization/decolonization
	--
	--


3. Write your preliminary thesis statement or your tentative thesis statement. (Make sure it is an argument that can be proved with evidence. It should not be a statement of fact, nor simply an intent or summary. It should refer to continuity and change and/or causes and consequences.) [     /2 marks]
Therefore, it can be argued that despite a continuous pattern of desire for decolonization through a Kurdish homeland from the 1800s to present day, Kurdish demands have often been overpowered by the self-interest of foreign countries and the competing demands of nationalism within Turkey, Iraq and Syria; all the while, Kurdish people have experienced persecution in these countries, further galvanizing their unrequited desire for autonomy. 

4. Describe any areas of concern. These may relate to any aspect of the essay or essay-writing process. [     /1 mark]
Just deciding which things that once seemed important are no longer important. Thus my choices between 11 and 12 and whether to use 14.
For Teacher Use Planning for Future Research and Essay Structure

(sub-topics, not paragraphs yet)

[image: image1]

We are not emphasizing intro or conclusion at this point – just the body





Please note Next steps: 


1. Finish research notes by ___________ (identify sub-topics that need more examples).


2. Complete Essay Outline (see template on blog) (due). You’re looking for 10 examples in total.
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