Sem 2, 2018-19 Curriculum Expectations: A1.1: Formulate different types of questions to guide investigations into issues, events and developments in world history; A1.2: Select and organize relevant evidence and information on aspects of world history from a variety of sources; A1.10: Use appropriate terminology when communicating results of investigations;  

CHY4U CCA: First Set of Notes and Historical Background Overview Worksheet – Ms. G
(     /5 marks for notes from three sources [T]  +      / 18 marks for this worksheet [K])
Cite all information used to answer questions in this format: (Name of book/article/source, p.___, url if appropriate).  Not having citations will reduce your marks. Type your answers and expand the space as you need it. 
1. Background of current issue – historical context  (     /12 marks)
For background, identify specific things that happened. You may have to go very far back (course starts in 1450 – don’t go earlier than that). Use categories that apply. 

· Internal influences (since Kurds have no state and the topic is cross-national, most events will be categorized as internal)
· Long history of persecution, relocation, cultural restrictions since 1920s against the Kurds of Turkey who comprise 15-20 % of the Turkish population.  (BBC News, Who are the Kurds, 2019). Socialism grew in Turkey from the 1950s on. However, a split developed between Turkish socialism and Kurdish socialism in the 1970s. The PKK (Kurdish Workers’ Party) formed in 1974 and was more nationalistically focussed (which is why other socialists didn’t like it). They openly fought against the state in a guerilla war starting in 1978. (Laciner and Ball, The Ideological and Historical Roots of Kurdist Movements In Turkey: Ethnicity Demography, Politics, 2004)

· The repression of Kurds in Syria (see Medium Term)

· The repression of Kurds in Iraq (see Medium Term)
· External influences (see note above internal)
· Long-term (pre-1900) origins
· From 1879-80 in the Ottoman Empire there was an uprising of Kurds against the Ottomans and Iran led by Sheikh Ubaydallah (Hassanpour, Kurdish Revolts, 2004). This is an early example of Kurdish nationalism. A few early simmerings of Kurdish nationalism could be seen against the Ottoman Empire in the 1880s. Ubeydallah wrote to the British requesting support for his uprising. However, the authors Bulloch and Harvey (who are quoted in this article) therefore argue that the 1880 uprising wasn’t nationalistically Kurdish but more on the basis of a tribal/feudal leader seeking assistance against the imposition of Ottoman state taxes. They also argue that many Kurdish officials (tribal leaders) took on Ottoman government positions at this time as the Ottoman Empire sought to reward them for loyalty.  (Laciner and Ball, The Ideological and Historical Roots Of Kurdist Movements In Turkey: Ethnicity Demography, Politics, 2004)
· After WWI, the 1920 Treaty of Sevres originally contained an idea for a Kurdish state but eventually when the treaty was not ratified the lands were divided up amongst other countries (1923) and no Kurdish state was ever created. (Encyclopedia Britannica, Kurds). the 1920 Treaty of Sevres made provisions for an independent Kurdish state but it did not come into being. By 1923, the creation of modern Turkey overrode it as Syria, Turkey and Iraq divvied Kurdish lands (and thus people) between them (BBC, Who are the Kurds, 2019). This is an instance of outside powers determining the fate of Kurdish people, an unfortunate theme in Kurdish history.
· Medium-term (last 50-ish years) causes
· Syria’s repression of its Kurdish population has been continuous. In 1962, Syria repressed its Kurdish population by removing their citizenship if they could not prove that they had been resident in Syria before 1945. The result was that 120 000 Kurds could no longer have access to citizenship rights for them or their families. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations, The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation, 2017) This is a strong example of repression of the stateless Kurds, a reason they desire to be decolonized. In 1973, President Assad of Syria began resettling Arabs in the area of Syria near the Turkish border. The region became known as the “Arab Belt.” (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations, The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation, 2017) When it was expedient for governments to do so, they would ignore the rights of their Kurdish populations, another reason Kurds seek to be decolonized. 

· Iraq’s harsh treatment of its Kurdish population – see 1961-1975 and 1970s in WHEN section below.
· Short-term (trigger events) causes – none at this time
· Political factors
· In 1946 a Kurdish Republic was formed in northwestern Iran (Hassanpour, Kurdish Revolts, 2004). It was called Mahabad. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations, The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation, 2017) This is an example of the continued desire to form a Kurdish state, at least in some parts of the Kurdish world.

· Repression of Kurds in Iraq, Turkey and Syria (see Medium Term) 
· Economic factors
· From the 1970s on the Iraqi government resettled Arabs in Kirkuk (an oil-rich city with a Kurdish population, though not exclusively so) and forced resettlement of Kurds to other parts of the country. When the 1980s Iran-Iraq War came and Kurds sided with Iran, this would lead to reprisals (BBC, Who are the Kurds?, 2019). This shows that when resources were at stake, the Iraqi government was willing to push its Kurdish population aside.
· Interestingly, Turkey has built relations with the Iraqi Kurdish region (Kurdish Regional Government – 16 000 square mile area in northeastern Iraq) for its oil resources, which Turkey needs, and for trade in general. Yet at times Turkey has also threatened to close down the pipeline. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations. The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation. 2017.) This demonstrates expedience and self-interest as drivers of relationships with Kurds. 
· Religious factors
· Most Kurds are Sunni Muslims and this does not seem to be an issue as most of the events are in Muslim-majority countries. Religion is not at the heart of any of these issues. (Kutschera, Kurds, 2004)
· Social factors
· Repression of Kurds’ rights in Iraq, Syria and Turkey – see Medium term causes above
· Intellectual factors
· none

· Artistic factors
· none

· Technological factors
· none

· Other things you think you’ll need to examine

· none

2. Who questions (      /4 marks)
Name some key people related to your topic. Make sure to identify their position (who they were, what they did) and relevance to your topic.

Abdullah Ocalan is the founder of the PKK, the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, in Turkey, which sought to protect Kurdish peoples’ rights within Turkey where they were heavily restricted. He led them in guerilla warfare against the Turkish state for most of the 1980s and 1990s (Encyclopedia Britannica, Kurds). He was captured by Turkish agents in 1999 and has been in prison since (The merits of keeping Ocalan alive, The Economist, 1999). He is relevant to the essay because his long-term guerilla warfare against Turkey shows how far the Kurds would go to achieve cultural decolonization from Turkey which tightly controls their lives. 
Jalal Talabani founded the PUK (Kurdish Patriotic Union) in 1977. Talabani was made a member of the Iraqi Governing Council in 2003 after the defeat of Saddam Hussein. (Kutchera, Talabani, Jal al, 2004). This meant he was the first Kurdish President, though this is a ceremonial job. (Kurdish Conflicts, 2018). He is significant in that he is a Kurdish resistance leader who has made some in-roads into power in Iraq, showing that Iraq has had to at least consider Kurdish semi-independence. 
Mustafa Barzani was the founder of the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) of Iraq in 1946. The KDP went on to become the most important Kurdish political and military force. He did so while in exile in the independent Republic of Mahabad which existed for nearly a year in 1946 in Iran. He led guerilla troops in an uprising against the Iraqi government from 1961 to 1970 and then again after a few-years pause until 1975. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations. The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation. 2017.)
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk was the founding president of Turkey from 1923 to 1928. His policies of secularization of Turkey (built up out of the ruins of the former Ottoman Empire) played a major role in eliminating any changes for Kurdish independence.  It was Ataturk who rejected the proposed treaty that would have established an independent Kurdistan in territory taken from defeated World War One countries via the Treaty of Sevres (1920). Instead, Ataturk maneuvered to have that treaty replaced with the Treaty of Lausanne (1923) that omitted mention of Kurdistan. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations. The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation. 2017.)
From 1986-1989 Saddam Hussein, the President of Iraq, carried on a war of revenge against the Kurds of Iraq for supporting Iran in the Iran-Iraq War. He is said to have used chemical weapons. Mustard gas was used on the village of Halabja resulting in 5000 dead. In total 50 000 to 180 000 Kurds were dead and thousands more made into migrants. (Kurdish Conflicts, 2018) This is further evidence of Iraq’s willingness to repress its Kurdish population.

3. Next Steps (     /2 marks)
Questioning is the basic driver of good inquiry. Why and how questions will be the focus of your next set of notes. Please begin the search for your next set of more specific sources (beyond textbook and encyclopedia and your first specific source).
a) What are you trying to find out? Write at least three questions that will drive your next step in the research.
1. Did the Soviet Union have any influence over the Kurds at any point (1930s to 1990) that would have had a significant effect on Kurdish autonomy? 

2. How repressed were the Kurds in Syria? I have not found as much on Syria as on Turkey and Iraq. 

b) What questions do you have for the teacher at this point?
1. One question I might ask the teacher is if it’s okay that I don’t consider the Iranian Kurds any further since there’s limited space in the essay for a fourth country? 
2. Is the Soviet angle (above, questions 1 and 2) important at all? Will I even have room for it?
Your guiding questions can and probably will change over time.
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