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CHY4U Unit 2 - 1650-1789 - What Was Worth Fighting For?

CHY4U Unit 2, Activity 1
Enlightenment Activity
Introductory Text by Jim Pedrech

Introduction

Figure 1 http://www3.gettysburg.edu/~tshannon/hist106web/site6/soiree Jpg>

Réunion de dames, Abraham Bosse, 17th century

Imagine a gathering of the wealthy and powerful at a noble’s house in 17th or 18th
century Europe. While this gathering called a Salon, shown in the image above,
resembles a party, the entertainment is rather unusual. The host, Madame Geoffrin, has
invited well-known thinkers to delight the gathering with their wit and intellectual
arguments. These thinkers amuse the attendees, but they also challenge the structures
that have made the comfortable lives of the audience members possible. Despite their
challenge to the status quo, these thinkers are not punished. Instead, they enjoy
celebrity status not only in Paris but throughout Europe; in fact, rulers across the
continent are clamouring to have them visit their courts. How did this come to pass?
This is the European Age of the Enlightenment, an era defined by the pursuit of reason
and justice. ‘

Pursuit, however, is not the same as achievement. In this activity, you will learn about
some of the key thinkers of the era, including their views on those issues they sought to
address.
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Jean Calas - Text by R. Gluskin

Read the following anecdote about Jean Calas and then identify two or three things
enlightened thinkers like Voltaire believed were worth fighting for.

This is the story of Jean Calas, a persecuted Huguenot (French Protestant) who came to the
attention of Voltaire. '

The Huguenots, French Protestants, had lost their freedom to worship under Louis XIV. Some of
" the other non-religious restrictions placed on Huguenots included not being able to enter the
professions (law, medicine, etc.) and not being able to serve in government positions. Things
were so bad that anyone who conducted a Protestant religious service could be convicted and
face the death penalty. 7

Calas’ case took place in the city of Toulouse, which was not known to be particularly tolerant.
As recently as 1761 a Huguenot preacher had died there for delivering a sermon.

According to Voltaire, Calas’ “crime” was that he had tried to disguise his son’s suicide as a
“natural death.” Note that Catholicism considered suicide to be sinful and punished the sinner;
even in death, the person could be punished by dragging the dead, naked body through the
streets and then publicly hanging it.

Calas and his family were arrested. The religious officials thought that Calas had murdered his
son for allegedly converting to Catholicism.

A trial was held. Calas and his family were found guilty, though the others won their freedom
through appeals. Calas’ punishment was gruesome. Officials tortured him in order to get him to
confess. The method was brutal: the question ordinaire, a torture tactic in which the victim’s
arms and legs were stretched and eventually pulled from their sockets. Since the question
ordinaire neither killed nor elicited the desired confession, the torturers went on to the
question extraordinaire, a forced feeding of four gallons of water. When this did not work Calas
faced the ultimate torture, being broken on the wheel, literally being pulled in all directions,
simultaneously. The dead body was then burnt.

For Voltaire, Calas’ story represented the sorry state of French society. As a critic, he went on to
write about Calas and establish his true innocence. In 1762 he told his friend Jean LeRond
d'Alembert — co-editor of the Encyclopedie: “Shout everywhere, | beg you, for Calas and against
fanaticism, for it is 'infame that has caused their misery.”

Source: Derson, Denise. Ed. What Life Was Like During the Age of Reason. Alexandria, Virginia: Timelife Books, 1999.




CHY4U Unit 2, Activity 1
English Government — Context for John Locke PSD — Text by R. Gluskin

Parliament vs. the Crown

Many monarchs had conflicts with parliament in the 1600s, often over money to pay for
wars. Sometimes, as a result of those conflicts, monarchs ruled like absolute monarchs
who concentrated all the power in their own hands, making parliament feel left out (to put
it mildly). One monarch, Chatles I, even suspended parliament for 11 years. In reaction,
parliament limited his power by saying that the king cannot dissolve (essentially close)

parliament AND the king can only make taxes with parliament’s consent. Needless to
say, the tension was increasing.

English Government Diagram

Civil War (1642-1649) ,

Two sides took shape: one around King Charles, one around parliament. Parliament won
and the Puritans, under Oliver Cromwell, took power. They put the king on trial and
executed (beheaded) him for treason (betraying his country). What followed was a
republican form of government for 11 years, meaning a government without a
monarchy. During this time parliament was dissolved and a protectorate arose, one that
eventually descended into military rule. Interestingly, at this time English political
philosopher Thomas Hobbes’s Leviathan was written; a time of chaos (civil war) and
lack of authority gave Hobbes a philosophical preference for a strong authority figure
who would rule absolutely.

Restoration (1660 onward)

Parliament was restored and it invited a new king to rule. The next few monarchs had
absolutist tendencies. One in particular made multiple political groups feel left out. Two
groups got together and went to Holland to ask William and Mary (Protestant rulers) to
invade England. The result was the Glorious Revolution (1689). The sitting monarch fled
and William and Mary came to power as the British king and queen.

Constitutional Monarchy

In 1689 the Bill of Rights was passed by parliament; William and Mary were required to
sign it to limit their power. Political philosopher John Locke’s Two Treatises on Civil
"‘Government was written just one year later, 1690. At this time there was respect for an
agreement between the people and the rulers. Locke saw it as the rulers’ job to protect
the people’s rights. Technically, the form of government was now called constitutional
monarchy but it was not yet what we would call democracy.
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Thomas Jefferson, Declaration of Independence PSD
Non-PSD text by R. Gluskin

The British government wanted its American colonies to start to pay for their own
defense after the Seven Years’ War with France (1756-1763). They thus initiated a
series of mercantilist trade regulations and taxes upon the American colonists who
themselves didn’t have any form of representation in the British parliament. American
colonists valued their rights and were not happy, often crying ‘no taxation without
representation.” Mercantilist policies included forcing the colonists to trade only with
Britain. Taxes were placed on all kinds of everyday products including tea, sugar and
paper. Colonists protested in the form of boycotts of British goods and establishment of
protests groups. Colonial leaders from the 13 colonies eventually tried to unify their
actions through two Continental Congresses in 1774 and 1775. By this time colonists
and British troops had entered into war. While a delegate to the Second Continental
Congress, Thomas Jefferson of Virginia drafted the Declaration of Independence. It was
essentially an enlightened justification of all the reasons the American colonists were
“divorcing” their British ruler, King George Ill, who had failed to uphold the social
contract implied between ruler and ruled in Locke’s Two Treatises. After some changes
Jefferson’s document was adopted July 4, 1776 by the Continental Congress. The
American Revolution was under way. See if you recognize Locke’s voice.

Vocabulary: _
Inalienable = cannot be taken away, Usurpations = wrongful seizure

Thomas Jefferson, The Declaration of Independence - please annotate]

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the
political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of
the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the

causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creatbr with certain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,--That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to

abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
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organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and

Happiness.

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for
light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to

which they are accustomed.

But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object evinces a
design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off

such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. ...

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms.
Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character
is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from
time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. ...

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress,

Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do,

in the Name, and by the authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and

declare.

That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that
they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection
between them and the State of Great Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as
Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States
may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of
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Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred
Honor.

CHY4U Olaudah Equiano PSD
Non-PSD text by Jim Pedrech (adapted by R. Gluskin)

The events of Olaudah Equiano’s early life are unclear. He seems to contradict himself
in his own writing, listing both Africa and America as his birthplace. However, historians
have confirmed that he was sold to a Royal Navy officer in Virginia, and spent 20 years
working on various ships that travelled around the world. He had also been taught to
read at a young age. Eventually, Equiano earned enough money to buy his freedom. in
1786, he became involved in an abolitionist movement in Britain, which led directly to
the publication of his autobiography. Because Britain had a constitutional monarchy, it
allowed for people and groups like the abolitionist movement to have input into the
change of laws, such as those on slave trade. His autobiography was one of the first of
its kind, a slave narrative, that also expressed his spiritual journey. He had converted to
Christianity in Britain. The section below deals with Equiano’s views on the British
government. It is fitting in that Equiano was a member of a group called Sons of Africa
which aimed to influence the British government to eliminate the cruel slave trade.

Vocabulary:

Abolitionist movement - A movement that sought to eliminate or outlaw the slave trade
at this time. Ironically, Britain was the most dominant country in the lucrative slave trade
at the time and it was also the home of a vibrant abolition movement. In the 19th
century, the movement would work to eliminate slavery altogether.

Excerpt from Chapter Twelve of The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah
Equiano (1789) — please annotate — divided into paragraphs by Ms. G for ease of
Ireading and annotatior]
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| hope to have the satisfaction of seeing the renovation of liberty and justice, resting on
the British government, to vindicate the honour of our common nature. ... It is upon
these grounds that | hope and expect the attention of gentlemen in power. These are
designs consonant to the elevation of their rank, and the dignity of their stations; they
are ends suitable to the nature of a free and generous government; and, connected with
views of empire and dominion, suited to the benevolence and solid merit of the

legislature. It is a pursuit of substantial greatness.

May the time come - at least the speculation to me is pleasing - when the sable [dark,
Black] people shall gratefully commemorate the auspicious aera of extensive freedom:
then shall those persons particularly be named with praise and honoUr, who generously
proposed and stood forth in the cause of humanity, liberty, and good policy; and brought

to the ear of the legislature designs worthy of royal patronage and adoption.

May Heaven make the British senators the dispersers of light, liberty and science, to the
uttermost parts of the earth: then will be glory to God on the highest, on earth peace,

and good-will to men. ...

May the blessings of the Lord be upon the heads of all those who commiserate the
cases of the oppressed negroes, and the fear of God prolong their days; and may their

expectations be filled with gladness!...
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CHY4U Voltaire PSD
Non-PSD text by Jim Pedrech

Francois-Marie Arouet, known as Voltaire, was one of the most prolific writers of the
18th century. By his death in 1778, he had written thousands of letters, books, and
pamphlets. Many of his writings focused on inequality, intolerance, and injustice; unlike
others who hid their criticisms behind double-meanings and fictional accounts, Voltaire’s
criticisms were often direct and unflinching. His willingness to challenge religious and
political authority earned him considerable fame, but also put him at risk for prosecution
and frequent exile from Paris. The excerpt below is from his Philosophical Dictionary
which examined a number of different religions.

LPSD: “Superstition”, 1764 — please annotate this PSD

The superstitious man is to the rogue what the slave is to the tyrant. Further, the
superstitious man is governed by the fanatic and becomes fanatic. Superstition born in
Paganism, adopted by Judaism, infested the Christian Church from the earliest times.
All the fathers of the Church, without exception, believed in the power of magic. The
Church always condemned magic, but she always believed in it: she did not
excommunicate [throw out of the Church] sorcerers as madmen who were mistaken, but

as men who were really in communication with the devil.

To-day one half of Europe thinks that the other half has long been and still is
superstitious. The Protestants regard the relics [objects that Catholics believe belonged
to Christ], the indulgences, the mortifications, the prayers for the dead, the holy water,
and almost all the rites of the Roman Church, as a superstitious dementia. Superstition,
according to them, consists in taking useless practices for necessary practices. Among
the Roman Catholics there are some more enlightened than their ancestors, who have
renounced many of these usages formerly considered sacred; and they defend
themselves against the others who have retained them, by saying: " They are

indifferent, and what is merely indifferent cannot be an evil." [...]

Itis [...] clear that it is the fundamentals of the religion of one sect which is considered

as superstition by another sect. |
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The Moslems accuse all Christian societies of it, and are themselves accused. Who will
judge this great matter? Will it be reason? But each sect claims to have reason on its
side. It will therefore be force which will judge, while awaiting the time when reason will

penetrate a sufficient number of heads to disarm force.

Up to what point does statecraft [management of government affairs] permit superstition
to be destroyed? This is a very thorny question; it is like asking up to what point one
should make an incision in a dropsical [a person suffering from an excess of water in
their body and tissues] person, who may die under the operation. It is a matter for the

doctor's discretion.

Can there exist a people free from all superstitious prejudices? That is to ask - Can
there exist a nation of philosophers? It is said that there is no superstition in the
magistrature [government officials] of China. It is probable that none will remain in the

magistrature of a few towns of Europe.

Then the magistrates will stop the superstition of the people from being dangerous. ‘
These magistrates' example will not enlighten the mob [poor, ordinary people], but the ;
principal persons of the middle-classes will hold the mob in check. There is not perhaps ’
a single riot, a single religious outrage in which the middle-classes were not formerly
imbrued [stained], because these middie-classes were then the mob; but reason and ,
time will have changed them. Their softened manners will soften those of the lowest and I
most savage populace; it is a thing of which we have striking examples in more than |
one country. In a word, less superstition, less fanaticism; and less fanaticism, less

misery.

Source: The Philosophical Dictionary. Hanover College Department of History. 2001.
https://history.hanover.edu/texts/voltaire/volsuper.html

10
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CHY4U Denis Diderot PSD
Non-PSD text by R. Gluskin

Denis Diderot was the co-editor of LEncyclopedie, one of the first encyclopedias in the world; it was a
collection of articles on a vast array of topics, from science to philosophy and mechanics to art. The
unifying theme of the articles was the enlightened authors’ preference for reason and secularism. Diderot
and his co-editor, Jean Le Rond D’Alembert, even gave their multi-volume work the tag line “dictionnaire
raisonné (“rational dictionary”). Articles were added from 1751 to 1772 during which time the pair faced
censorship by the French government and the Roman Catholic Church. After completing the work Diderot
sold the rights to Catherine the Great, the absolute monarch of Russia. The article below shows Diderot’s
sarcastic attitude toward the intolerance of the Catholic Church.

The Definition of Intolerance, 1765 — please annotate

The word intolerance is generally understood to mean the savage passion that leads us to hate and
persecute those in error. But, in order not to confuse very different things, we must distinguish between
two kinds of intolerance — ecclesiastic and civil.

Ecclesiastic [church-related] infolerance consists of considering as false all religions other than one's
own; proclaiming it from the rooftops without being held back by terror, respect for humanity, or fear for
the loss of one's life. This article will not address such heroism that has generated so many martyrs
across the church'’s centuries.

Civil intolerance consists in ceasing all relations, by all sorts of violent means, with those who have a way
of thinking about God and his worship that is different from our own.

A few lines taken from the Holy Scriptures, the Church fathers, and Councils wili suffice to show that the
intolerant person, taken in this latter sense, is an evil man, a bad Christian, a dangerous subject, a poor
statesman, and a bad citizen.

it is impious [not sacred/religious, or blasphemous], even with the intention of bringing back those who
previously strayed, to expose religion to the odious [hated] accusations of being tyrannical, harsh, unjust,
and antisocial....

Education, persuasion, and prayer, these are the only legitimate means of spreading the faith.

Any means that provoke hate, indignation, and scorn are impious.

Any means that stir the passions and foster self-interest are impious.

Any means that loosen natural bonds and estrange fathers from children, brothers from brothers, sisters
from sisters, are impious. -

Any means that tend {o incite men to rebel, bring nations to arms, and drench the earth with blood are
impious.

It is impious to seek to coerce conscience, the universal determinant of behavior. Conscience must be
enlightened, not constrained....

Source; The Encyclopedia of Diderot and D'Alembert. University of Michigan Library. N.d.
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/d/did/did2222.0000.020/--intolerance?rgn=main;view=fulltext (Jan. 18,

2017)
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CHY 4U Catherine the Great PSD

Catherine was a German princess who, at the age of fifteen, married the future Emperor of Russia in
1754. By 1761, she was much more popular with the mititary and the people than her husband; the
disparity was so great, in fact, that this former German princess was proclaimed Empress of Russia, and
her husband was assassinated days later. Russia was a monarchy, and Catherine was an autocratic ruler
who had some interest in enlightened values. During her reign, Catherine brought Enlightenment and
European values to the Russian Court, attempted to modernize Russia and refocused the empire on the
West.

1767: Proposals for A New Law Code - please annotate

9. The Sovereign is absolute; for there is no other Authority but that which centers in his single Person,

that can act with a Vigour proportionate to the Extent of such a vast Dominion [empire].

10. The Extent of the Dominion requires an absolute Power to be vested in that Person who rules over ‘
it. It is expedient so to be, that the quick Dispatch of Affairs, sent from distant Parts, might make }

ample Amends for the Delay occasioned by the great Distance of the Places.

11. Every other Form of Government whatsoever would not only have been prejudicial to Russia, but

would even have proved its entire Ruin.

12. Another Reason is: That it is better to be subject to the Laws under one Master, than to be

subservient to many.

13. What is the true End of Monarchy? Not to deprive People of their natural Liberty; but to correct

their Actions, in order to attain the supreme Good. ‘
{

14. The Form of Government, therefore, which best attains this End, and at the same Time sets less
Bounds than others to natural Liberty, is that which coincides with the Views and Purposes of rational |
Creatures, and answers the End, upon which we ought to fix a steadfast Eye in the Regulations of civil '

Polity.

38. A Man ought to form in his own Mind an exact and clear Idea of what Liberty is. Liberty is the Right
of doing whatsoever the Laws allow: And if any one Citizen could do what the Laws forbid, there would ,

be no more Liberty; because others would have an equal Power of doing the same. '

From A Source Book for Russian History, G. Vernadsky, trans. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1972), Vol.
2, pp. 453-454.

R
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CHY4U Wollstonecraft PSD
Non-PSD text by Jim Pedrech

A proto-feminist, Mary Wollstonecraft wrote extensively about the treatment of women in
English society. Her works critiqued the lack of education for women and social
expectations that relegated women to limited roles in their homes. In her most famous
work, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, written in 1792, she calls for equal
education for both men and women. In the excerpt below, she addresses the impact of
discrimination on women.

PSD - Mary Wollstonecraft Excerpts from A Vindication of the Rights of Woman

The Effects of Discrimination on Women, 1792 - please annotate this text

Men, in general, seem to employ their reason to justify prejudices, which they have
imbibed [absorbed knowledge], they cannot trace how, rather than to root them out. The
mind must be strong that resolutely forms its own principles; for a kind of intellectual
cowardice prevails which makes many men shrink from the task, or only do it by halves.
Yet the imperfect conclusions thus drawn, are frequently very plausible, because they

are built on partial experience, on just, though narrow, views.

That the society is formed in the wisest manner, whose constitution is founded on the
nature of man, strikes, in the abstract, every thinking being so forcibly, that it looks like
presumption to endeavour to bring forward proofs; though proof must be brought, or the
strong hold of prescription will never be forced by reason; yet to urge ’prescription as an
argument to justify the depriving men (or women) of their natural rights, is one of the

absurd sophisms [untrue argument] which daily insult common sense.

But one power should not be thrown down to exalt another—for all power intoxicates
weak man; and its abuse proves, that the more equality there is established among

men, the more virtue and happiness will reign in society.
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CHY4U Unit 2 Activity 1 — Did the Western World Have a Monopoly on Enlightenment?
Non-PSD text by R. Gluskin

Now that you have read the western PSDs related to the Enlightenment, the question remains: was the
west the only part of the world that was enlightened, if enlightenment is to be taken as tolerant and
equitable? Here are a few case studies for you to consider. They are not necessarily from exactly the
same time period as the western European Enlightenment, but they are close enough.

Akbar the Great, Moghul ruler of India, 1542-1605

Figure 1 Akbar with Lion and Calf, c. 1630 by Govardhan.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Govardhan._Akbar_With_Lion_and_Calf ca._1630,_Metmuseum_(cropped).jpg

1. The Moghul Dynasty was an Islamic empire. How did Akbar show tolerance toward Hindus and
others?

2. In what other ways did Akbar demonstrate enlightened characteristics?

3. What were the limits of enlightenment during his rule?



Suleiman the Magnificent, Sultan of the Ottoman Empire, 1494 to 1566.

Figure 2 https.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suleiman_the_Magnificent

1. Though a conqueror of many territories, Suleiman was also known as the lawgiver. What was
the nature of his laws?

2. His time was known as a ‘golden age’. What made it so golden artistically and culturally?

3. Who was Roxelana?

4. What were the limits of enlightenment under his rule?

(b
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Slave Trade Notes

" Timeline
— 1441 Portuguese captain took 2 Africans home to Prince Henry the Nawgator
— then Portuguese established fort to buy slaves and gold
— slaves had already been used in sugar plantations in the Atlantic islands
— underpopulation meant slavery already alive and well in savanna Africa (Islamic)
—~  further south (Gold Coast) lineage slavery practised but the Portuguese sold slaves to
certain West African states that needed them for agriculturat labour
— rulers of the Kongo Kingdom came to trade with the Portuguese (see King Afonso PSD)
— 1532 first shipments to Americas
- 1540s to Brazil (African slaves resistant to new world diseases natives coutdn’t handle)
—  1630s and 1640s Dutch came in and sent low priced slaves to British and French West
* Indies, spurring those nations to get involved in the trade too (Jamaica and Haiti the
largest destinations)
—  1780s had the highest numbers of slaves sent to the Americas

Involvement of African and European Merchants
~ value of slaves increased for African merchants
- source of slaves gradually moved south
— 2/3 male (higher price)
— many children too because more could be squeezed into slave ships
— slaves often sold many times before getting to the coast and onto a slave ship bound far
) Americas
—  African merchants dominated inland trade, and were coastal middlemen too who
ultimately sold the slaves to the Europeans
- European merchants established factories, holding places before loading slaves on ships
(established forts with local rulers’ permission); or private traders went up and down the
coast loading up with slaves until full
— - Africans imported:
— cloth
— firon
— copper
— cowrie shells
— later alcohol, tobacco, metal goods, firearms and gunpowder (enticing enough to
sell people in exchange)

Process :

— brand the slaves, load on sh1p

- many, perhaps up to half, died before this even happened)
- European merchants feared mutiny, escape, suicide, etc.
— 5-20% voyages might have had revolts

Vovage

— 2-3 month trip

— 0.4 square metres deck space per slave (1839- 1852)
- dysentery, smallpox, scurvy (14% mortality rate?)

— one litre water per day - extreme thirst

Political Impact
— rise and fall of kingdoms because of stave trade and resulting alliances

- collapse of Kongo Kingdom and Oyo; growth of Asante, Dahomey in West Africa, Ndongo,
Matamba and Kasanje in Angola

_ Source: lliffe, John. Africans: The History of a Continent. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995,
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CHY 4U Unit 2, Activity 2

Code Noir Worksheet

1. Read the purple box (Code Noir) on page 108 of the textbook. Fill in the chart below.

Articles Summary Purpose (why was | Impact on Enslaved Contrasting
this written into Peoples (how would French Enlighten-
law by the this law affect their ment ideals
French?) lives?)

Preamble,

land 4

5,7,8,9,42

23,26,27

2. Based on the chart above, what do you think were some of the main themes of the Code Noir?

Hints:
c. of religion and family structure;
per tion of the institution of slavery through

based on a belief that blacks were

19
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The state of the English colonies, 1755 from the Warviand Gazaite, originally
published in London’s Geniflemen’s Magazine

This source provides an overview of Virginia from a British perspective for a British
audience. Note that the writer provides considerable detail about the advantages
Virginia possessed. '

Virginia, is the most ancient of all the Colonies, and is of great Extent, ha\(ing about 180
Miles Sea Coast; and its Extent back in the Country is unbounded. The Soil is extremely
good, producing all Sorts of European and Indian Com, in great Abundance; but is most
famous for Tobacco. As it lies in 37 Degrees it is not so cold as the other Northern
Colonies, and therefore, as the Farmer is not obliged fo procure so much Hay for his
Cattle in Winter, they have great Stocks of black Cattle. They have very fine Rivers, all
well supplied with Fish, and wild and tame Fowl in prodigious Quantities. The People
live in great Plenty, but are not quite so Numerous as in Some other Colonies, because
they employ Negroes in the raising of their Tobacco. Williamsburg is the Capital of the '
Province, but is not large. Here their Courts are kept and their Governor resides: Here
they also have a College, at which the %uz‘h receive their Education. In New-England

are two Universities, Cambridge and Newhaven, which are very large and elegant

Buildings, and have very considerable Libraries. No Country is better supplied with fine

Rivers than Virginia; so that Ships from England go 150 Miles up them to load at the
Planter’s Door with Tobacco, the Revenue of which Article to the Crown is prodigious;
and vast Quantities of it are imported fo Britain, and exported again to other Countries,

which we pay in Cloths, Stuffs, Hardware, and every other Manufacture

...the British Empire in North-America; which from Nova-Scotia to Georgia, is a Tract of

1600 Miles Sea-Coast; [is] a‘CountIy productive of all the Necessaries and
Conveniences of Life. . . . This is the Country, which the French have many Years
envied us, and thChl they have been long meditating to make themselves Masters of . .
. Everyone knows, that the English were the first and only Europeans who settled

Virginia . . . the Invaders from Canada must be subdued.”

Source: »https://WWW.qildeﬂehrman.orq/history-by—era/thirteen-co’lonies/resources/s‘tate-
english-colonies-1755 '
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Painting: British victory at Plassey in Bengal, on Juhe 23rd, 1757

The battle at Plassey may have been relatively small, but its impact on Indian history
was massive. In this battle--which was so small that it is sometimes referred td as a
skirmish=-British forces fought on behalf of the East India Company, defeating the ruler
of Bengal and his French allies. This victory cemented British influence in the region,
allowing Britain and the East India Company to rule Bengal from behind the scenes. By
the 1770s, East India Company officials were governors, judges, and officials of the
Bengalese state. Initially, the legal system was based on Indian traditions. Key British
figures believed that maintaining the legal traditions of the regions were in the best
interests of Bengal; thus, British judges initially tried cases according to Islamic or Hindu
customs. In the following decades, however, this view was replaced by a desire to
impose British culture and traditions in the region.

This painting depicts Robert Clive, head of the British forces, meeting with Mir Jafar
after the battle. Clive made Mir Jafar nawab, or emperor, after Plassey, but the real
power lay with Clive.

Figure 2http://www.historytoday.com/richard-cavendish/battle-plassey#sthash.4QQ8i5Fd.d

- British victory at Plassey in Bengal, on June 23rd, 1757

23
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The Battle of Quebec, 1759

This painting depicts the death of General Wolfe, leader of the British forces at the
Battle of Quebec. The battle itself, which took place on the Plains of Abraham between
fairly small British and French forces, was only fifteen minutes long; Wolfe was mortally
wounded within the opening moments.

Still, the long-term consequences of this short battle were substantial. French forces
were forced to leave the city, never to return. While French forces continued to fight
“elsewhere in the colonies, the Battle of Quebec was a turning point for French in the
Americas; British control of the French settlements was only a matter of time.

The Battle of Quebec was part of the Annus Mirabilis, or miraculous year, of 1759, a
term used to describe a time during which the English enjoyed repeated victories
against the French around the globe. Upon hearing the news of Wolfe’s victory, British
politician Horace Walpole exclaimed “Our Bells are worn threadbare with ringing for
victory.”

Source for quotation: http://www.cambridge.org/be/academic/subjects/history/british-history-after-1450/bells-victory-
pitt-newcastle-ministry-and-conduct-seven-years-war-1757-1762?format=PB&isbn=9780521521321

Figure 3https.'/en.wikipedia. org/wiki/The_Death_of General Wolfe#/media/File:Benjamin_West_005.jpg

The deafh of General Wolfe, 1759 (painiing by Benjamin West, 1771.
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Minavavana, a Chippewa chief, addressing tradsr Alexander Henry, as recorded
by Henry, 1761

This address was given by Minavavana to a British trader following the defeat of the
French by the British. In the address, Minavavana asserts that his people are not |
subject to British rule. In particular, note how he uses the terms father and brother to
define this relationship.

“Englishman, although you have conquered the French, you have not yet conq'uered us!
We are not your slaves. . . .

Englishman, our father, the King of France, employed our young Men fo make war upon
your nation. In this warfare many of them have been killed, and it is our custom to
retaliate until such time as the spirits of the slain are satisfied. But the spirits of the slain
" are to be satisfied in either of two ways; the first is by the spilling of the blood of the
nation by which they fell; the other by covering the bodies 'of the dead, and thus allaying
the resentment of their relations. This is done by making presents.

Englishman, your king has never sent us any presents, . . . wherefore he and we are
still af war; and until he does z‘hese things we must consider that we have no other
father, nor friend among the white men than the King of France. ... You dé not come

armed with an intention to make war. . . . We shall regard you, therefore, as a brother. .

.. As a token of our friendéhip we present you with this pipe fo smoke.”

Source:
http://Awww.smithsoniansource.org/display/primarysource/viewdetails.aspx?PrimarySour

celd=1183
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The Attack of Manilla, October 1762

This map shows the British attack of Manilla, a city in the Spanish colony of the
Philippines. Britain attacked because Spain was, at the time, an ally of France. In fact,
the Anglo-Spanish War became a sub-war of the larger Seven Years War. Britain also
attacked Havana’s port (in Cuba) as part of this war. :

~ The map is highly detailed, depicting the British navy and where the troops landed. The

British maintained control of the colony until 1764, when it was returned to the Spanish
as part of a peace treaty.

The attack reflects the global nature of the Seven Years War. Manilla is over 10 000
kilometres away from London over land, and much farther away by sea, thus, it was one
of the theatres of war farthest away from Britain. It also provides insight into Britain's -

wvictory in the war itself. The key to Britain’s success in Manilla and elsewhere was its

navy, which was far superior to the navies of its adversaries. In fact, its navy allowed
Britain to surpass France as the world’s great power.

Figure 4https://www.wdl.org/en/item/213/#g=seven+years+war&time_periods=1700-1799
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" The Quebec Act 1774

_The Quebec Act was an attembt by the Bntlsh Parllament to secure the loyal ty of ,
colonists in Quebec. The need for their allegiance had become more pressmg with the
discontent in the Thirteen Colonies; Britain feared that if revolution occurred in the

‘Thirteen Colonies, the revolution might spread to Quebec. Thus, the Quebec Act

outlined key provisions. First, it granted colonists in Quebec the right to practice
Catholicism. Second, it expanded the borders of Quebec. An excerpt pertaining to the
religious freedoms is below:

And, for the more perfect Security and Ease of the Minds of the Inhabitants of the
said Province, it is hereby declared: That his Majesz‘y’s Subjects, professing the Religion
of the Church of Rome of and in the said Province of Quebec, may have, hold, and
enjéy, the free Exercise of the Religion of the Church of Rome, subject to the King's
Supremacy, declared and established by an Act, made in the first Year of the Reign of
Queen Elizabeth, over all the Dominions and Countries which then did, or thereafter
should belong, to the Imperial Crown of this Realm; and that the C/ergy of the said
Church may hold, receive, and enjoy, their accustomed Dues and Rights, with respect
to such Persons only as shall profess the said Religion.

Source: http://ushistoryscene.com/article/quebec-act/

The Thirteen Colonies disapproved of all three provisions, but the third was particularly contentious.
Colonists worried that if Britain could arbitrarily restructure the government of Quebec, it might attempt the
same thing in the Thirteen Colonies. Below is a 1774 cartoon demonstrating some of the colonists’
concerns. Their clothes are in rags, and many of them say they are starving. They are all pointing o a
stagecoach being driven by the British. Note the Quebec Act is one of the papers on the ground spurring
American resentment of the British. The papers represent broken promises by the British.

Figure 5 Source: Stephens, Frederic George; George, Mary Dorothy, Catalogue of Political and Personal Satires in the
Department of Prints and Drawings in the British Museum, 11 vols, London, BMP, 1870
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Quad1, 2020-21

Timeline Requirements:

CHY4U Unit 2 Timeline with Attitude

* Your timeline will feature 5 events from Activities 1 - 4 from this unit (1650 to 1789 — no events before

or after that date).

* You will make the timeline from the perspective of a group in this unit (e.g., workers, colonials,
indigenous peoples, industrialists, or another group that you identify).
¢ Each event will have a two- to four-sentence explanation of how the event reveals the group'’s

perspective.

» Select five events that are, in your opinion, the most relevant to your selected perspective.
o Cite your sources in embedded citation format: (author/title/date/url) if the information is from
anywhere outside of the course materials

Format of the Timeline:

* The X axis of the timeline will be for chronology (dates), while the Y axis will be for progress / decline
(> or < Q). Thus, the more progressive the event for your particular group, the higher it should appear
on your timeline. The lower, the less significant or more associated with decline.

» You must create scales for your Y axis (above and below the x axis). You should use descriptive
scale labels for the progress and decline scales. Do not just label the scales + or -1, + or -2, + or -3.

» Your timeline may be created electronically or by hand: Prezi, Word, PPT.

Paragraph Requirements:

e You will choose one event from your timeline and explain, in paragraph form, why it was a turning
point from the perspective of the chosen group. A turning point is a change in the pace or direction of
change (so there must be explanation of the difference between before and after in either pace of
change or direction of change). Page limit = ¥ to % of a page double-spaced.

Curriculum Expectations, Learning Goals and Success Criteria for Timeline with Attitude

Expectations

Learning Goals

Success Crlteria

A1.7 evaluate and synthesize their findings to formulate
conclusions and/or make informed judgements or predictions
about the issues, events, and/or developments they are
investigating

- we are learning to synthesize sources to make
judgements about historic events

- | can make conclusions

C1. Social, Economic, and Political Context: analyse key
social, economic, and political issues, trends, and/or
developments in varlous regions of the world between 1650
and 1789

- we are learning to analyze the social, economic and
political causes and consequences of historic events
between 1650-1789

- | can select the 5 most significant developments and events
between 1650-1789 that represented progress and decline
which reflect a specific perspective (e.g. women, enslaved
persons, factory workers, colonials, indigencus peoples,
industrialists, ete.)

A1.4 interpret and analyse evidence and informatlon relevant
to thelr investigations, using various tools, strategies, and
approaches appropriate for historical inquiry

- we are learning to interpret evidence 1o make
concluslons

- | can justify which event on timeline was a turning point for my
identifted group In a paragraph

A1.6 use the concepts of historical thinking

- we are learning to apply historical thinking concepts

- | can apply the concept of continuity and change through
selection of a turning point and progress and decline

- | can apply the concept of historical perspectives to determine
the view of different groups or Individuals

A1.8 communicate their Ideas, arguments, and conclusions
using vartous formats and styles, as appropriate for the
audience and purpose

- we are learning to communicate clearly in a
paragraph

- | can communicate clearly my justification of which event was
a turning point in a paragraph

Due Date:
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Rubric for CHY4U Timeline with Attitude

Name:
Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 Score
Knowledge/Understanding Demonstrates thorough Demonstrates Demonstrates Demonstrates limited
Writes concise yet accurate considerable some understanding of

summaries of the chosen
events,

understanding of chosen
events I

Concise yet accurate,
showing “big picture”
understanding

understanding of
chosen events

understanding of - - .

chosen events

chosen events

Too long, vague or
inaccurate. Doesn't
seem familiar with the
“big picture”

Thinking/inquiry
Places events on appropriate
locations on timeline

Progress and decfine
are represented through
location on timeline with
a high degree of
effectiveness (insightful
choices of events, precise
placement on creatively
described scale)

Progress and
decline are
represented through
location on timeline
with considerable
effectiveness
{Appropriate choices
of events, appropriate
placement on
described scale)

Progress and
decline are
represented
through location
on timeline with
some
effectiveness
(Somewhat useful
choices of events,
somewhat expected
scale)

Progress and decline
are represented
through location on
timeline with little
effectiveness (Choices
of events are very basic,
simifar each time,
unknown, vaguely
labelled scale)

Application

Uses historical thinking
concepts of continuity and
change (through
descriptions of progress and
decline) and historical
perspective (views of
different people)

Uses HTCs consistently,
thoroughly, accurately
and with relevance

Progress and/or decline
for group made
consistently clear

Perspective of group
explained clearly each
time

Uses HTCs with
considerable
success

Progress and/or
decline for group
mostly made clear

Perspective of group
explained

Uses HTC with
sS0me Success

Progress and/or
decline for group
sometimes
identified

Perspective of group
sometimes shown

Uses HTCs with little
success

Progress and/or decline
for group unclear,
vague, confusing

Perspective of group not
well identified or
confusing

Communication
Communicates the
justification for which event
was a turning pointin
paragraph

Uses HTC language
thoughtfully (especialty
historical perspectives and
continuity/change) '

Clearly justifies
(defends) turning point —
thoroughly
explained/proved
showing difference
between before and
after in pace and/or
direction of change -

Appropriately chosen
and diverse HTC
language used
throughout timeline

Mostly justifies
turning point

HTC language used
in timeline, a bit
expected

Somewhat justifies
turning point (more
summarized than
justified)

Some basic HTC
language used
with some success

Hardly justifies turning
point (states, doesn’t
justify)

Little HTC language
used, or too much
HTC language
misused, or very basic

4++=100,4+=95,4=88,4-=82,3+=78,3=75,3-=72,2+=68,2=65,2-=62, 1+=

58,1=55,1-=52. Below level 1 does not meet the expectations for this assignment.
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