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Luther had already introduced his ideas on salvation in his fectures at Wittenberg — without any
opposition — when Tetzel appeared nearby selling papal indulgences. Incensed by Tetzels
activities, Luther prepared a list of ninely-five points for debate and nailed ther to the door of the
Castle’ Church In Wittenberg on the night of October 31, 1517. In fiself, this was not an event of __

. great significance. The church door was the publ'c bulletin board of its day ‘and Luther had”

permission ﬁ'om his supenors

1. Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, in say- °  say, most rare,
ing "Repent ye,” etc, intended that the” 32 Those who befieve that, through leitérs of .
whale life of believers should be penitence. . *" pardon, they are made sure of their own

2. This'word cannot be uriderstood of sacra- - salvation, will be eternally damned along
mental penance, that is, of the confession with their teachers.

' and satisfaction which are performed under 36, Every Christian who feels true [sorrow for’
g the ministry of priests. - his sins] has of right [full] remissicn of pain

3. It does not, however, refer solely to inward ‘and guilt, even without letiers of p‘ardc-n '

penitence; nay such inward penltence is 37. Every true Chnstlan whether; Imng or
- naught, unless it outwardly produces vari- dead, has a share in all the benefits -of

. ous mortifications of the flesh. : . Christ and of the Church given him by

4. The penalty thus continues as long as the God, even without letters of parden. -
hatred of self — that'is; true inward peni-. . 42, Christians should be taught that it is not
tence — continues: namely, til our en- the mind of ‘the Pope that the buying of

. -trance into the kingdom of heaven _ .. pardons is to be in any way compared to

5. The Pope has. nether the. wil nor the works of mercy.

- power to remit any penalties, except those 43. Christians should be taught that he who
. which he has imposed by his own author- * gives to a poor man,. of lends to 2 needy

. 'ty or by that of the canons.. - ' . man, does better than i he bought par-

20.'Therefore the Pope, when he speaks of . dons. .

- the [full] remission of all penalties, doesnot - 50_ Christians should be taught that, if the
‘mean simply of all, but only of those im- Pope were acquainted with the exactions
- posed by himself. . - . of the preachers of pardons, he would

21. Thus those preachers of lndulgences are in. prefer that the Basilica of St. Peter should
error who say that, by the indulgences of . be burnt to ashes, then that it should be
the Pope, a man is laosed and saved from - . buflt up with the skin, flesh and bones of
all pumshment. : his sheep. ~ :

24, Hence the- greater part of the people must 52. Vain'is the hope of salvation through let-
needs be deceived by this indiscriminate ters of pardon, even if a commissary — -
‘and high-sounding promise of release from . 'nay, the Pope himself — were to pledge
penatties. . his own soul for them. .

27. They .preach mad, who say that the ‘soul 56. The treasures of the Ghurch, whence the
lies out’of purgatory as soon as the money | . Pope grants indulgences, are nelther suifi-
thrown into the chest raftles. ' . ciently named nor known among the peoc-

28, It is certain that, when the moriey ratiles in ~ ple of Christ.
the chest, ;avarice and gain may be in- 62. The true treasure of the Church is the Holy
creased, but the suﬁrage of the Church de- Gospel of the glory and grace of God..

.- pends on the will-of God alone. .. 65, Hence. the treasires of the gospel are .

31. Rare as'is a true penitent, so rare is one - nets, wherewith of old they fished for the

:  who truly buys indulgences — that is to . - - menof nches

' : ‘ : o
66. The treasures of indulgences are nets, 86 Agair: why does not the Pope whose
‘ wh'erewith they now ﬁsh for the riches of © riches are. at this day more ample than

@ those of the wealthiest of the wealmy, build

men. o
trary. that pa al par- the one Basilica of St. Peter with his owr
76 We afﬁrm + the ol ary o money, rather than with. that of poor

.dons cannot take away even the !east of b
- venial sins, astjegar;_t__s its gu:rt._ - ~' : behevers



