CHY4U Unit 2 Enlightened PSDs


Thomas Jefferson, Declaration of Independence PSD
Non-PSD text by R. Gluskin

The British government wanted its American colonies to start to pay for their own defense after the Seven Years’ War with France (1756-1763). They thus initiated a series of mercantilist trade regulations and taxes upon the American colonists who themselves didn’t have any form of representation in the British parliament. American colonists valued their rights and were not happy, often crying ‘no taxation without representation.’ Mercantilist policies included forcing the colonists to trade only with Britain. Taxes were placed on all kinds of everyday products including tea, sugar and paper. Colonists protested in the form of boycotts of British goods and establishment of protests groups. Colonial leaders from the 13 colonies eventually tried to unify their actions through two Continental Congresses in 1774 and 1775. By this time colonists and British troops had entered into war. While a delegate to the Second Continental Congress, Thomas Jefferson of Virginia drafted the Declaration of Independence. It was essentially an enlightened justification of all the reasons the American colonists were “divorcing” their British ruler, King George III, who had failed to uphold the social contract implied between ruler and ruled in Locke’s Two Treatises. After some changes Jefferson’s document was adopted July 4, 1776 by the Continental Congress. The American Revolution was under way. See if you recognize Locke’s voice.
Vocabulary:

Inalienable = cannot be taken away, Usurpations = wrongful seizure

Thomas Jefferson, The Declaration of Independence – please annotatePRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT= "
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Title"
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,--That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. 

But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. … 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms. Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. …
We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by the authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare. 

That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor. 
CHY4U Olaudah Equiano PSD

Non-PSD text by Jim Pedrech (adapted by R. Gluskin)

The events of Olaudah Equiano’s early life are unclear. He seems to contradict himself in his own writing, listing both Africa and America as his birthplace. However, historians have confirmed that he was sold to a Royal Navy officer in Virginia, and spent 20 years working on various ships that travelled around the world. He had also been taught to read at a young age. Eventually, Equiano earned enough money to buy his freedom. In 1786, he became involved in an abolitionist movement in Britain, which led directly to the publication of his autobiography. Because Britain had a constitutional monarchy, it allowed for people and groups like the abolitionist movement to have input into the change of laws, such as those on slave trade. His autobiography was one of the first of its kind, a slave narrative, that also expressed his spiritual journey. He had converted to Christianity in Britain. The section below deals with Equiano’s views on the British government. It is fitting in that Equiano was a member of a group called Sons of Africa which aimed to influence the British government to eliminate the cruel slave trade.

Vocabulary: 
Abolitionist movement - A movement that sought to eliminate or outlaw the slave trade at this time. Ironically, Britain was the most dominant country in the lucrative slave trade at the time and it was also the home of a vibrant abolition movement. In the 19th century, the movement would work to eliminate slavery altogether.
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Excerpt from Chapter Twelve of The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano (1789) – please annotate – divided into paragraphs by Ms. G for ease of reading and annotation
I hope to have the satisfaction of seeing the renovation of liberty and justice, resting on the British government, to vindicate the honour of our common nature. … It is upon these grounds that I hope and expect the attention of gentlemen in power. These are designs consonant to the elevation of their rank, and the dignity of their stations; they are ends suitable to the nature of a free and generous government; and, connected with views of empire and dominion, suited to the benevolence and solid merit of the legislature. It is a pursuit of substantial greatness. 
May the time come - at least the speculation to me is pleasing - when the sable [dark, Black] people shall gratefully commemorate the auspicious aera of extensive freedom: then shall those persons particularly be named with praise and honour, who generously proposed and stood forth in the cause of humanity, liberty, and good policy; and brought to the ear of the legislature designs worthy of royal patronage and adoption. 
May Heaven make the British senators the dispersers of light, liberty and science, to the uttermost parts of the earth: then will be glory to God on the highest, on earth peace, and good-will to men.  … 
May the blessings of the Lord be upon the heads of all those who commiserate the cases of the oppressed negroes, and the fear of God prolong their days; and may their expectations be filled with gladness!...

CHY4U Voltaire PSD

Non-PSD text by Jim Pedrech

François-Marie Arouet, known as Voltaire, was one of the most prolific writers of the 18th century. By his death in 1778, he had written thousands of letters, books, and pamphlets. Many of his writings focused on inequality, intolerance, and injustice; unlike others who hid their criticisms behind double-meanings and fictional accounts, Voltaire’s criticisms were often direct and unflinching. His willingness to challenge religious and political authority earned him considerable fame, but also put him at risk for prosecution and frequent exile from Paris. The excerpt below is from his Philosophical Dictionary which examined a number of different religions.
PSD: “Superstition”, 1764 – please annotate this PSD 

The superstitious man is to the rogue what the slave is to the tyrant. Further, the superstitious man is governed by the fanatic and becomes fanatic. Superstition born in Paganism, adopted by Judaism, infested the Christian Church from the earliest times. All the fathers of the Church, without exception, believed in the power of magic. The Church always condemned magic, but she always believed in it: she did not excommunicate [throw out of the Church] sorcerers as madmen who were mistaken, but as men who were really in communication with the devil.
To-day one half of Europe thinks that the other half has long been and still is superstitious. The Protestants regard the relics [objects that Catholics believe belonged to Christ], the indulgences, the mortifications, the prayers for the dead, the holy water, and almost all the rites of the Roman Church, as a superstitious dementia. Superstition, according to them, consists in taking useless practices for necessary practices. Among the Roman Catholics there are some more enlightened than their ancestors, who have renounced many of these usages formerly considered sacred; and they defend themselves against the others who have retained them, by saying: " They are indifferent, and what is merely indifferent cannot be an evil." [...]

It is [...] clear that it is the fundamentals of the religion of one sect which is considered as superstition by another sect.

The Moslems accuse all Christian societies of it, and are themselves accused. Who will judge this great matter? Will it be reason? But each sect claims to have reason on its side. It will therefore be force which will judge, while awaiting the time when reason will penetrate a sufficient number of heads to disarm force.

Up to what point does statecraft [management of government affairs] permit superstition to be destroyed? This is a very thorny question; it is like asking up to what point one should make an incision in a dropsical [a person suffering from an excess of water in their body and tissues] person, who may die under the operation. It is a matter for the doctor's discretion.

Can there exist a people free from all superstitious prejudices? That is to ask - Can there exist a nation of philosophers? It is said that there is no superstition in the magistrature [government officials] of China. It is probable that none will remain in the magistrature of a few towns of Europe.

Then the magistrates will stop the superstition of the people from being dangerous. These magistrates' example will not enlighten the mob [poor, ordinary people], but the principal persons of the middle-classes will hold the mob in check. There is not perhaps a single riot, a single religious outrage in which the middle-classes were not formerly imbrued [stained], because these middle-classes were then the mob; but reason and time will have changed them. Their softened manners will soften those of the lowest and most savage populace; it is a thing of which we have striking examples in more than one country. In a word, less superstition, less fanaticism; and less fanaticism, less misery.

Source: The Philosophical Dictionary. Hanover College Department of History. 2001.
https://history.hanover.edu/texts/voltaire/volsuper.html
CHY4U Denis Diderot PSD 

Non-PSD text by R. Gluskin

Denis Diderot was the co-editor of L’Encyclopedie, one of the first encyclopedias in the world; it was a collection of articles on a vast array of topics, from science to philosophy and mechanics to art. The unifying theme of the articles was the enlightened authors’ preference for reason and secularism. Diderot and his co-editor, Jean Le Rond D’Alembert, even gave their multi-volume work the tag line “dictionnaire raisonné (“rational dictionary”). Articles were added from 1751 to 1772 during which time the pair faced censorship by the French government and the Roman Catholic Church. After completing the work Diderot sold the rights to Catherine the Great, the absolute monarch of Russia. The article below shows Diderot’s sarcastic attitude toward the intolerance of the Catholic Church. 
The Definition of Intolerance, 1765 – please annotate
The word intolerance is generally understood to mean the savage passion that leads us to hate and persecute those in error. But, in order not to confuse very different things, we must distinguish between two kinds of intolerance – ecclesiastic and civil.
Ecclesiastic  [church-related] intolerance consists of considering as false all religions other than one's own; proclaiming it from the rooftops without being held back by terror, respect for humanity, or fear for the loss of one's life. This article will not address such heroism that has generated so many martyrs across the church’s centuries.

Civil intolerance consists in ceasing all relations, by all sorts of violent means, with those who have a way of thinking about God and his worship that is different from our own.

A few lines taken from the Holy Scriptures, the Church fathers, and Councils will suffice to show that the intolerant person, taken in this latter sense, is an evil man, a bad Christian, a dangerous subject, a poor statesman, and a bad citizen.

It is impious [not sacred/religious, or blasphemous], even with the intention of bringing back those who previously strayed, to expose religion to the odious [hated] accusations of being tyrannical, harsh, unjust, and antisocial.

…
Education, persuasion, and prayer, these are the only legitimate means of spreading the faith.

Any means that provoke hate, indignation, and scorn are impious.
Any means that stir the passions and foster self-interest are impious.
Any means that loosen natural bonds and estrange fathers from children, brothers from brothers, sisters from sisters, are impious.
Any means that tend to incite men to rebel, bring nations to arms, and drench the earth with blood are impious.
It is impious to seek to coerce conscience, the universal determinant of behavior. Conscience must be enlightened, not constrained.…
Source;The Encyclopedia of Diderot and D’Alembert. University of Michigan Library. N.d. http://quod.lib.umich.edu/d/did/did2222.0000.020/--intolerance?rgn=main;view=fulltext (Jan. 18, 2017)
CHY 4U Catherine the Great PSD

Catherine was a German princess who, at the age of fifteen, married the future Emperor of Russia in 1754. By 1761, she was much more popular with the military and the people than her husband; the disparity was so great, in fact, that this former German princess was proclaimed Empress of Russia, and her husband was assassinated days later. Russia was a monarchy, and Catherine was an autocratic ruler who had some interest in enlightened values. During her reign, Catherine brought Enlightenment and European values to the Russian Court, attempted to modernize Russia and refocused the empire on the West. 
1767: Proposals for A New Law Code – please annotate
9. The Sovereign is absolute; for there is no other Authority but that which centers in his single Person, that can act with a Vigour proportionate to the Extent of such a vast Dominion [empire]. 

10. The Extent of the Dominion requires an absolute Power to be vested in that Person who rules over it. It is expedient so to be, that the quick Dispatch of Affairs, sent from distant Parts, might make ample Amends for the Delay occasioned by the great Distance of the Places. 

11. Every other Form of Government whatsoever would not only have been prejudicial to Russia, but would even have proved its entire Ruin. 

12. Another Reason is: That it is better to be subject to the Laws under one Master, than to be subservient to many. 

13. What is the true End of Monarchy? Not to deprive People of their natural Liberty; but to correct their Actions, in order to attain the supreme Good. 

14. The Form of Government, therefore, which best attains this End, and at the same Time sets less Bounds than others to natural Liberty, is that which coincides with the Views and Purposes of rational Creatures, and answers the End, upon which we ought to fix a steadfast Eye in the Regulations of civil Polity. 

38. A Man ought to form in his own Mind an exact and clear Idea of what Liberty is. Liberty is the Right of doing whatsoever the Laws allow: And if any one Citizen could do what the Laws forbid, there would be no more Liberty; because others would have an equal Power of doing the same. 

From A Source Book for Russian History, G. Vernadsky, trans. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1972), Vol. 

2, pp. 453-454. 
CHY4U Wollstonecraft PSD

Non-PSD text by Jim Pedrech

A proto-feminist, Mary Wollstonecraft wrote extensively about the treatment of women in English society. Her works critiqued the lack of education for women and social expectations that relegated women to limited roles in their homes. In her most famous work, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, written in 1792, she calls for equal education for both men and women. In the excerpt below, she addresses the impact of discrimination on women.
PSD - Mary Wollstonecraft Excerpts from A Vindication of the Rights of Woman
The Effects of Discrimination on Women, 1792 – please annotate this text
Men, in general, seem to employ their reason to justify prejudices, which they have imbibed [absorbed knowledge], they cannot trace how, rather than to root them out. The mind must be strong that resolutely forms its own principles; for a kind of intellectual cowardice prevails which makes many men shrink from the task, or only do it by halves. Yet the imperfect conclusions thus drawn, are frequently very plausible, because they are built on partial experience, on just, though narrow, views.
That the society is formed in the wisest manner, whose constitution is founded on the nature of man, strikes, in the abstract, every thinking being so forcibly, that it looks like presumption to endeavour to bring forward proofs; though proof must be brought, or the strong hold of prescription will never be forced by reason; yet to urge prescription as an argument to justify the depriving men (or women) of their natural rights, is one of the absurd sophisms [untrue argument] which daily insult common sense.
But one power should not be thrown down to exalt another—for all power intoxicates weak man; and its abuse proves, that the more equality there is established among men, the more virtue and happiness will reign in society.
