CHW3M Sample Egypt Essay Outline 
Thesis: The women of ancient Egypt had indispensable social, religious and economic roles in society; they were respected for the significance of their work at home and with children while through their different occupations they were able to carry out essential rituals and ceremonies as well as support the economy and social life of the country.
Sub-topics should appear in the outline in the same order as in the thesis.
Sub-topic 1: Women at home
	1. Point
	Women were close to men’s equals, but were seen as domestic. 

	1. Example
	Women were considered relatively equal to men in most aspects of life, except government, in ancient Egypt. However, for the most part their lives revolved around the home, as seen in Egyptian art in which women were portrayed in a lighter colour showing they didn’t go outside as much as the men who farmed. Those who couldn’t afford servants did the essential job of grinding the grain to make the bread. 


	Citation 
	Garfield Newman, et al., Echoes from the Past (Toronto: McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 2001), 77.

	1. Connection to Thesis
	Therefore, regardless of their rights and freedoms – which were broad – women were seen as the backbone of the family and home. It wasn’t that the work wasn’t valued, but the work was separate from men’s work. No one in the family could have survived without the women’s labour.



	2. Point
	Women were responsible for children and housekeeping. 


	2. Example
	Known as the “Mistress of the House”, women managed  everything and had to have children – she prayed to gods of fertility and childbirth (Bes, Tawaret, Hathor) and married early to ensure fertility. 


	Citation 
	Ibid.   [this means same as previous, including the page #]

	2. Connection to Thesis
	Therefore, being responsible for the care of children, women were valued because family was the most valued aspect of society. Children continued the lineage of family. Women were recognized for this role without which the social fabric of Egypt could not have survived and thrived. 


	HTC


	The importance of historical perspectives can be seen in women’s work in the home because…



Sub-topic 2: Women in religion
	3. Point
	Although women were mostly in the home, they were also recognized in religion through goddesses. 


	3. Example
	Other than family, religion was the most important aspect of Egyptian life. With a state religion, it was easy for everyone to have the same beliefs, most commonly that there should be order, harmony and balance in life. This was known as maat. Rituals included wearing and using amulets to ward off evil and ask for protection from goddesses. For instance, by the New Kingdom, people commonly used an amulet with the symbol called the tit; it was a piece of cloth tied in a knot that had an association with the goddess Isis. 


	Citation 
	Ibid.,  60; Metropolitan Museum, Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History, N.d., https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/10.130.1782_10.130.1804/

	3. Connection to Thesis
	By investing belief in the amulet associated with Isis it showed that Egyptians considered female goddesses a normal part of religion. Therefore, women were not set aside as decoration or adornments for men. They were part of the foundation of the society, religion. 

	4. Point
	It should come as no surprise then that women, who had relative freedom in the society, participated in religious festivals.

	4. Example
	Ceremonies in temples required dancers and musicians in order to sooth the gods and restore the balance of Maat (order of the universe).The  Sed festival to renew the king’s vitality and the Beautiful Festival of the Valley where relatives of the deceased ate and drank at his tomb to honour the dead family member required women to participate. 


	Citation 
	(Carolyn Graves-Brown, Dancing for Hathor: Women in Ancient Egypt (London: Bloomsbury, 2010), 95-96.

	4. Connection to Thesis
	Music and dance were essential in temple rituals, thus women’s roles were essential in the normal life of the temple. Temple rituals were designed to help people reach the afterlife, so women helping with that primary goal provided an essential service to everyone in Egypt, a highly sacred society. 


	HTC


	This demonstrates continuity because the Egyptians valued religion as a tool to give them stability in life…



Sub-topic 3: Women in the economy
	5. Point 
	Women participated in the production of textiles.

	5. Example
	Aside from maat, another central concept of Egyptian religion was getting into the afterlife. A crucial component of that was being mummified. The Egyptians believed that the body had to be preserved in order for the ka, a soul-like thing, to return and live in the afterlife. Therefore, it is no surprise that weavers had high status in the Old Kingdom as cloth was needed for burial rituals such as wrapping the mummy and in the production of furniture, sails, and bags. Weavers had high status as shown by them being able to build their own tombs. 


	Citation 
	Graves-Brown, Dancing for Hathor, 53; Newman, et al., Echoes from the Past, 68, 69. 

	5. Connection to Thesis 
	Therefore, weavers supported highly precise religious rituals surrounding death, such as mummification. These rituals were crucial for reaching the afterlife; women weavers thus had an occupation that supported the society as a whole by allowing individuals to reach their ultimate goal of a good afterlife in a ritual-oriented society. 



	6. Point
	Women could own land, a crucial commodity in a farming society. 

	6. Example
	There is evidence from documents found in tombs that women owned land. In the tomb of Metchen, an official near Saqqara, there has been found a document showing how his mother passed land on to her kids, with him receiving 34 acres. This was from approximately 2700 BCE. Other similar legal documents have been found showing court cases in which women challenged for inheritances.


	Citation
	William A Ward, “The Egyptian Economy and Non-royal Women:
Their Status in Public Life”, Stoa.org, Accessed May 29, 2018, http://www.stoa.org/diotima/essays/wardlect.shtml#fn1

	6. Connection to Thesis 
	Most people in ancient Egypt were connected to the land, whether as farmers or as owners of land. Therefore, women’s ability to own property, including land, is evidence of their crucial role in the economy of Egypt as the economy centered on production of wheat and barley for sustenance of families and for trade.

	HTC


	Economy can be connected to the historical thinking concept of cause and consequence because …



