HSB4U Timeline of Second Wave Feminism in the US

	Date
	Event

	1941-1945
	Wartime employment for women increases as six million women start working though government sees their work as temporary

	1944
	27 out of 100 marriages results in divorce

	1945
	Female workers comprise over 33% of the workforce, including many married women

	1950
	First women are admitted to Harvard Law School

	1950
	Female journalist writes in the The Atlantic magazine: “No job is more exacting, more necessary, or more rewarding than that of housewife and mother.”

	1950s
	Percentage of women earning college degrees decreases

	1950s
	Television celebrates the nuclear family

	1953
	Publication of Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex (French)

	1955
	Debbie Reynolds’ character in 1955 movie The Tender Trap says: “A woman isn’t a woman until she’s been married and had children.”

	
	1950s fertility rate is high, marriage rates are high, marriages take place at an earlier age for women

	1959
	First Barbie doll

	1960
	Percentage of women working full-time or part-time is almost 40%

	1960
	Birth control pill is approved

	1963
	Equal Pay Act legislates against sex-based wage discrimination

	1963
	Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique is published and says that it is a myth that women want nothing more than to be housewife-mothers

	1963
	American Women report released (commissioned in 1961 by JFK’s Presidential Commission on the Status of Women)

	Later 1960s
	Sexual Revolution introduces a more liberal attitude toward sexuality, equality for women

	1966
	NOW, National Organization for Women, is founded as a reaction to the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s slow advances in aiding women against discrimination 

	1969
	For the first time either men or women can initiate divorce without cause (no-fault) in California

	1973
	Roe v. Wade case makes abortion legal during first trimester of pregnancy
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