Ms. G Sample GenX Demography Assignment Script

My generation, GenX, or the Baby Bust, children of the leading edge of baby boomers, born between 1967 and 1979, has unique characteristics. I, one of two children in my family, was born in 1970, just long enough after the introduction of the birth control pill that baby boomers could control their reproduction and thus have fewer kids. GenX people are different than their baby boom parents, those born from 1946 to 1966, who are said to be workaholics; we are said to be slackers. The piece of popular culture I have chosen to demonstrate this is the 1986 movie (from when I was 16 years old – just a few years ago) Ferris Bueller’s Day Off. In the scene I will show, Ferris is going to use the latest technology – a modem and his home computer – to dial into the school computer to change his number of absences.(Show media clip: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRSX8E6soTg  (play from 32 seconds to 1:06))  As you can see, Ferris is quite technologically proficient
. Demographers, people that study population groups, say that my and Ferris’ generation is going to impact the workforce with our interest in technology. Even though we are not a huge cohort, or age group in the population, (*there are 5.7 million of us compared to 9.7 million of our baby boomer parents
) because of the fact that our parents were having fewer children, we are still a generation in the sense of having shared formative experiences. And there are enough of us to change the way work works.
 I, for example, just got an IBM PS1 (it’s 1990 in case you haven’t noticed) which comes equipped with a modem; it’s a computer that is small, not the size of a room, thus we call it a microcomputer. But when I enter into the workforce in a few years, demographers suggest that I’m going to want a computer on my desk or in my workplace. This will create a large opportunity for computer hardware and software companies to sell stuff to the company I work for. People like me are going to revolutionize the workplace because we are used to using fast computers now –they load quickly with DOS starting up automatically, especially if you’re using Windows3. We will do all kinds of things on them like send faxes, download software at the blazing speed of 2.4 kilobits per second, play games with up to 16 colours, and store all the data we’ll ever need on the 20 megabyte hard drive. Together Ferris and I will change the workplace of the future, even if people think we’re slackers who just play all the time. 
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