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Aging Population
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from http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/91-003-x/91-003-x2007001-eng.pdf
Between 1956 and 2006, the median age of the Canadian population went from 27.2 to 38.8 years, a gain of more than 10 years over a span of fifty years. By 2056, the median age is expected to reach 46.9 years, or 20 years more than it was in 1956.

In 2006, 17% of Canada’s population consisted of young people under 15 years of age, 69% of persons aged 15 to 64 years, and 13% of persons aged 65 years and over. 
The most recent population projections show that toward the middle of the 2010 decade, the proportion of elderly might exceed the proportion of children, a historic first. 
Owing to population aging, and especially the arrival of baby-boomers at age 65, the proportion of elderly could reach double that of children toward the middle of the twenty-first century.

Over the next fifty years, it is also expected that the group consisting of persons aged 15 to 64 years (potential workers) will represent a proportion of the Canadian population similar to what it was in the early 1960s, in the range of 60%. This is ten percentage points below the current level.
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from http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/91-003-x/91-003-x2007001-eng.pdf
The demographic dependency ratio for seniors in 2006 was just over 5 persons aged 15 to 64 years for each person aged 65 years and over. This ratio gives an approximation of how many elderly persons there are in relation to the potential pool of workers.

During the third quarter of the twentieth century, there were almost 8 adults between 15 and 64 years of age in Canada for each person aged 65 years or over. However, during the last twenty-five years, the ratio has gradually declined substantially to its current level.

This downward trend could continue into the future, according to recent population projections. Regardless of the scenario selected, those projections show a continuation of the decline of this indicator of population aging. According to the projections (medium growth scenario), in 2056 there would be only 2.2 working- age persons for each person aged 65 years or over.

Dependent Population
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Statistics Canada. (2009, Sept. 22). 2006 Census. Retrieved April 24, 2014 from 

http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/as-sa/97-551/figures/c1-eng.cfm
Description

This figure shows the number of persons aged 65 years and over and the number of children aged less than 15 years in the Canadian population, from 1956 to 2016. The number of children aged less than 15 years has risen from 1956 to 1966, going from 5,225,000 persons in 1956 to 5,592,000 persons in 1966. The number then went down up to 1986, going from 6,381,000 persons in 1971 to 5,392,000 persons in 1986. It has risen again for the next two censuses, from 5,693,000 persons in 1991 to 5,901,000 persons in 1996. Finally, it declined again up to 2006, from 5,726,000 persons in 2001 to 5,580,000 persons at the 2006 Census.
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Seniors in Developed Countries
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