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Overview

· P. 7 1200 year history of huge empire, 3 continents (see map)
· 3 empires: Achaemenids, Parthians, Sassanians

· Often studied in the past through Greek and Roman views (biased because they were enemies)

· P. 8 Herodotus: “The Persians welcome foreign customs more than any other people.”

· P 76 kings believed their God, Ahura Mazda, chose them
· P 103 Zoroastrian creed (basic belief): “I profess myself a Mazda-worshipper, a Zoroastrian, having vowed it and professed it. I pledge myself to the well-thought thought, I pledgge myself to the well-spoken word, I pledge myself to the well-done action.” 

· P 78 kings influenced by their mothers and main wives

· P 79 some royal women had their own property (farms) and were educated

Rise

· P. 11 Cyrus II (585-529 BCE) was a king in w Persis then united all of Persis

· began Achaemenid dynasty by defeating other peoples (Medes, Lydia [w Turkey], Babylonia and west of it, Central Asia)

· his son Cambyses II extended to Egypt, Cyprus

· P 12 Darius to nw India, Scythia n of Black Sea, Thrace, Macedonia

History of the Persian Empire (Achaemenid Dynasty)
· Pp19-20 Assyrians gained power in Mesopotamia at same time as Aryans rose in the east near Kazakhstan

· Nomads, horse people

· 1000 BCE some Aryans to nw Iran (Medes) and Persian Gulf (Persians)

· P. 21 Assyrians fought Medes and forced tribute on them

· P 22 Babylonians defeated Assyrians, Medes became an empire

· P 23 dynasty named after Achaemenes (probably a legendary figure) – his grandson was Cyrus

Cyrus the Great 

· P 24 Cyrus united Persis and defeated the Medes

· P 25 built new capital, Pasargadae

· Created a professional army

· P 26-27 Cyrus Cylinder, 538, written in Akkadian in cuneiform script

· “I am Cyrus, king of the world, great king, mighty king, king of Babylon, king of Sumer and Akkad, king of the four quarters…When I entered Babylon in a peaceful manner, I took up my lordly abode in the royal palace amidst rejoing and happiness…Marduk, the great lord, established as his fate for me…who loves Babylon, and I daily attend to his worship…I sought the welfare of the city of Babylon and all its sacred centers. As for the citizens of Babylon, [upon whom] he [Nabonidus] imposed a corvee [forced labour] which was not the gods’ wish and not befitting them, I relieved their wariness and freed them from their service. Marduk, the great lord, rejoiced over [my good] deeds.”

· Satrap (loyal governor) in control of Babylonia and other areas but local people ran things and could worship as they liked (province = satrapy [*P 41 maybe 20+ of them])
· P 80 local bureaucracy, laws and courts kept

· (P 100 Egyptian schools for scribes kept in place)
· P 80 Satrap’s job is to raise money for the Persian king

· *P 42 though this system worked well and gave locals a feeling they controlled themselves, the kings did “spy” on them by employing informants in the satrapys

· *P 42 each satrapy paid tribute as a ‘sign of submission’ (gold and silver and other products) to the Persian kings though they were careful not to “overburden” the less wealthy areas

· P 105 locals could practice their own religion 
· In Egypt, Darius claimed Amun-Re was his father

Egypt

· P 29 Cyrus’s son Cambyses prepared to invade Egypt

· Got support from Egyptian priests disloyal to their pharaoh

· P30 began to rule Egypt

· Priests disliked him when he lowered taxes on temples that they used to live on
· Differing views on whether he was cruel or accepting of foreign (Egyptian) ways

Darius the Great

· P 35 defeated rebels within the empire

· Building projects in Susa (old capital of Elam) and Persepolis (new capital)

· Palace (P 112 huge intricately decorated halls that could hold thousands)
· P 38 made with products from across the empire: “the cedar timber, this was brought from a mountain named Lebanon. The Assyrian people brought it to Babylon; from Babylon the Carians and the Greeks brought it to Susa…. The gold was brought from Bactria…. The silver and the ebony were brought from Egypt….The goldsmiths who wrought the gol, those were Medes and Egyptians.”

· P 35 Royal road from Susa to Sardis (Lydia) – rest stations and horse changing posts (P 82 for defense and communication within the vast empire)
· *P 46 a royal message could travel 240 miles (386 km) in a day – far faster than anything the Greeks had
· P 36 Expanded into Scythia, India all the way to the Indus River (gold)

· P 37 Into Greek areas of western Turkey, Romania

· Miletus rebelled in late 490s

· P 38 Persia punished Athens for helping them

· P 39 Greeks defeated them at Marathon

Xerxes
· PP 40-41 his army that invaded Greece was made up of Parthians, Scyths, Bactrians, Lydians, Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Libyans, Arabs, Phoenicians

· P 41 commanders were Persians or Medes

· P 43 end of European involvement by Persians after loss at Plataea

Treaty 
· PP 45-47 circa 449 BCE Persia and Athens signed Treaty of Callias

· Persia would not interfere in the Aegean

· Athens would not interfere with Persian territory in Asia Minor 

· P 47 treaty not in effect anymore when Persia supported Sparta in Peloponnesian War
· Persia would help pay for the building of ships for Sparta (P 48 were never built, apparently)

Troubles Back Home
· P 48 civil war back in Persia between Cyrus and Artaxerxes 

· P 50 Egyptian rebellion resulted in independence in 385 BCE

· P 51 but Persians regained control in 343 BCE

· Other satrapys fighting for independence

· P 51 Persians dependent on Greek mercenaries

Rise of Macedonia

· P 52 Philip declared war on Persians
· His son Alexander followed up on this
