Name: Ms. Gluskin 

Date & time of app’t: ______________

CHY 4U CCA: Thesis Conference
      /7 marks [T recorded in T process for CCA]
Fill out this form completely and accurately. Bring it to your scheduled appointment along with all your notes and previous steps. Marks may be given for preparedness and ability to discuss the questions in an informed and detailed manner.
1. How have you taken your topic from broad to more narrow in focus? (In other words, what did you ask/research in order to get from a big topic to a smaller focus?)
I started out looking at internal Yemeni factors but soon realized that the topic is more about the relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran. I switched gears to focus not only on internal divisions in Yemen but also on power relations between the other two large regional powers.
2. List the main sub-topics you’ll be using in your essay: also jot down some of the things (evidence) that might go into each sub-topic. The order should be logical, not random. There is no required number of sub-topics but you must focus on the historical component, with only 4 pieces of evidence coming from the current issue. Below you will find one suggested method of organizing your information; this one is more chronological.  A thematic approach may work better for you. Either way, overview of current issue should go first so your essay does not become a story.
	Name of Sub-topic
	Evidence that will go in sub-topic
	Order

	Overview of current issue
	1. Civil War since 2014: rise of Houthis against the gov’t,  (Zaydi insurgents), instability and deaths.
2. Humanitarian crisis as a result of wars: cholera.
3. War with Saudi Arabia since 2015: deaths, anti-Houthi feelings because of links with Iran..
4. Trump (American) and Bin Salman’s (Saudi) shared vision of ridding the middle east of Iranian power.

	1

	Long-term background roots 1 (foreign)
	5. Safavid Empire of the 1500s was a time when Shia Persian Empire came to dominate the mostly Sunni Middle East.
6. British imperialism in the late 19th century, especially around the Suez Canal, brought foreign influence. 
	2

	Long-term background roots 2 (internal)
	7. Zaydi Islam (a branch of Shia Islam) has been strong in the north of Yemen for centuries.
8. Need something else!!!
	3

	Medium-term background roots 3 (external)
	9. From 1970s’s independence there was foreign influence on South Yemen, a Marxist country modeled on the Soviet Union. 
10. Iranian Revolution in 1979 changed the power dynamics in the Middle East with the rise of a new Shia power.

11. 1990-1991 Persian Gulf War when Yemen sided with Iran, contrary to the wishes of powerful neighbour Saudi Arabia.

	4

	Medium-term background roots 4 (internal)
	12. 1990 Unification of the two Yemens was not highly successful, quickly resulting in a civil war in 1994.

	5

	Short-term background roots 5
	13. After the Sept. 11, 2001 destruction of the World Trade Centre in New York, President Salih tried to express his support for the US, but many in Yemen were Islamist or nationalist and didn’t like his cozying up to the US. Many of these were former mujahedeen in Afghanistan who had fled to Yemen after the defeat of the USSR (a foreign influence)

14. Arab Spring 2011 protests (a foreign influence) brought out anti-government feelings. 
	6

	Other
	none
	


3. Write your preliminary thesis statement or your tentative thesis statement. (Make sure it is an argument that can be proved with evidence. It should not be a statement of fact, nor simply an intent or summary. It should refer to continuity and change and/or causes and consequences.) THESIS = ARGUMENT + SUB-TOPICS DESCRIBED
Yemen’s current horrible situation – civil war combined with a war with Saudi Arabia and its resulting humanitarian crisis – is a reflection of the combination of internal and external factors that have, over a long period of time, caused a continuing pattern of an unstable country that is caught in the crosshairs between two powerful and religiously opposed foreign powers in the region – Saudi Arabia and Iran. 
4. Describe any areas of concern. These may relate to any aspect of the essay or essay-writing process. 

Just that the essay may become less about Yemen and more about the Middle East in general. 

CHY 4U CCA: Planning for Future Research and Essay Structure

(sub-topics, not paragraphs yet)

[image: image1]

We are not emphasizing intro or conclusion at this point – just the body





Next steps: 


1. Finish research notes by ___________ (identify sub-topics that need more examples).


2. Complete Essay Outline (see template on blog) (due. __________). You’re looking for 12 examples in total, including maximum of 4 for current issue.
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Curriculum Expectations for Thesis Development:

A1.4– interpret and analyze evidence and information relevant to their investigations, using various tools, strategies, and approaches appropriate for historical inquiry. A1.7 – evaluate and synthesize their findings to formulate conclusions and/or make informed judgements or predictions about the issues/events, and/or developments they are investigating. 

