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CHY 4U Unit 3, Activity 6

Timeline of Women’s Rights

Married Women’s Property Acts (patriarchal – all women’s property passed to her husband)

“A Woman gives up her worldly possessions in exchange for a determinate station.” (Magazine of Domestic Economy, founded 1835, Britain)
1853 First proposed in Britain 

1857 Bill passed giving right of women to own property (with limits)

1870 Married women could keep their earnings and inheritance after marriage

1882 Married women could keep their own property acquired before or during marriage

1900 Germany passed married women’s property act

1910 France reformed its married women’s property act

Women’s Suffrage 

1867-1914 Twenty-eight unsuccessful bills for women’s suffrage in Britain

1867 JS Mill introduced suffrage petition to parliament and later introduced a bill (Mill was, in 1869, the writer of The Subjection of Women, which advocated for women’s equality and was highly influenced by his wife, Harriet Taylor)

1878 First women’s suffrage bill in the American Congress

1893 Women could vote and hold office in New Zealand

1897 National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies founded in Britain (moderate – lobby parliament)

1901 Women could vote and hold office in Australia

1903 Women’s Social and Political Union founded in Britain (militant – radical suffragettes: 100 women went to jail between 1906 and 1914 for their protests, marches, demonstrations, vandalism, hunger strikes in prison)

1907 Women could vote and hold office in Norway

1911 Suffragette prisoner partially paralyzed by force feeding in prison

1913 Suffragette threw herself under the king’s horse on Derby Day and died

1915 Women could vote and hold office in Denmark, Iceland

1917 Women related to men serving in the army could vote in Canada

1918 Women could vote and hold office in Germany, Ireland, Poland, Sweden

1918 Women over 30 with some property could vote in Britain (6 of 13 million women)

1917 After the abdication of the Tsar in Russia, women gain the right to vote but it is not widely accepted by men

1918 First Soviet constitution states that men and women have equal rights
1919 Women could vote and hold office in the Netherlands

1920 19th Amendment (women’s suffrage) ratified in the US

1921 Agnes MacPhail first woman elected to parliament in Canada

1921 Women in Madras state in India gain the right to vote (India is part of the British Empire at this time)

1928 Full women’s suffrage in Britain

1929 Person’s case decided in Canada enabling women to be considered “persons” and to be appointed to the Senate
1931 Partial women’s suffrage bill fails to pass in Japan (eventually gained in 1945)

Social

1700s Farmers’ wives had some autonomy (caring for a dairy cow, tending a cottage garden and selling the food, etc.) until enclosure (fencing of farms) when farmers became agricultural workers

1792 Divorce laws liberalized in France during the revolution (recognized seven grounds, more accessible and inexpensive)

1791 Olympe de Gouges’ Declaration of the Rights of Woman
1792 Mary Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (she was a British writer)
1804 Code Napoleon made divorce harder to obtain for women (had to prove infidelity of their husband whereas he only had to suspect it)

1816 Divorce banned in France

1837-1900 Queen Victoria the model of a blissful domestic life (with 9 kids) and morals and dignity (but she was anti-women’s suffrage)

“Women are educated for one single object, to gain their living by marrying…. To be married is the object of their existence and that objet being gained they do really cease to exist as to anything worth calling life or any useful purpose. One observes very few marriages where there is any real sympathy between the parties…. In the present system of habits and opinions, girls enter into what is called a contract perfectly ignorant of the conditions of it, and that they should be so is considered absolutely essential to their fitness for it….” (Harriet Taylor in Essays on Sex Equality, with John Stuart Mill)

1839 Infant Custody Act in Britain gave mothers the right to their children under seven years old

1848 Seneca Falls Convention – Declaration of Sentiments, modeled on Declaration of Independence – Elizabeth Cady Stanton (call for women’s rights grew out of increasing women’s activism in abolition movement) in US

Mid-1800s There was a significant rise in illegitimate births

1857 Divorce more widely available in Britain

1866 More British women give birth in hospitals (leading to more deaths because of unsanitary conditions), reflecting the professionalization of medicine in male hands, as opposed to female control over birth at home with midwives

· Union restrictions and protective legislation forced women to take jobs as seamstresses, laundresses, prostitutes

· Social Darwinistic attitudes of middle and upper classes toward lower classes: the nation must raise “healthy” children

1870s-1880s More young children attended state-sponsored schools, growth of literacy in Europe (1881 England made education mandatory for boys and girls between five and ten years old; 1882 France made education mandatory for boys and girls from ages six to thirteen)

1875 Divorce legalized in Germany

1876-1888 General German Women’s Association had a petition campaign to reform discriminatory marriage laws

1880 Emily Stowe became the first woman to be licensed to practice medicine in Canada (after a 13-year fight)

1880s Use of the word “feminism” for the first time by French editor Hubertine Auclert

1884 Divorce legalized in France

1897 Male students at Cambridge demonstrated against admission of female students

1898 Marie Curie coined the term “radioactivity” (later wins two Nobel prizes and becomes the first woman teacher at the Sorbonne in Paris)

1910 International Women’s Day was first suggested by socialist organizations

1911 Footbinding outlawed in China

1914 Margaret Sanger coined the term “birth control” – at this time it was illegal to distribute information on contraception in the US (she later founded a birth control clinic in New York and was arrested)

1914-1918 Many women’s organizations became pacifist (anti-war) during WWI 

1921 Some Chinese universities admit women as full students

Clothing

Mid-19th century Wire hoops widened the base of skirts and kept crinoline petticoats off legs (hourglass shape – padded shoulders, wide sleeves, V-shape corset and bodice to hide figure – corset is like a monitor and demands self-restraint – women actually died from too tight corsets)

1860s Fitted shape to show figure (emphasized bust, buttocks, thigh with exaggerated bustle)

1890s Focus on bodice (more vertical)

Late 19th century New Woman

· She rejected the cult of domesticity and the middle class ideal of marriage

· Argued for more sexual freedom (separate from the burdens of pregnancy), women’s rights, suffrage

· Rode a bicycle for mobility

· Wore less restrictive clothing

1896 Women excluded from the first games of the modern Olympics (because they are mothers; however, women do play some sports such as tennis in long skirts showing modesty, and do some exercises as long as they are not too strenuous)

Early-20th century Bras and girdles flattened and shaped women’s bodies (more relaxed, liberated than corsets)

1920s Some Chinese women, influenced by western fashions, start to wear clothes that expose more of their bodies

Mass Consumption

1869 Opening of Paris department store the Bon Marché (36 departments, 15 000-18 000 customers per day, mainly women, mostly female employees, huge mail order part of the business)

After 1870s Growth of advertising, women’s magazines

1890s Popularity of the car, expensive at first, then Ford’s Model-T in 1910

Separate Spheres – Middle Class Ideals

Private sphere 

· Women cared for the children and husband at home – separate from the public sphere of men’s work – a moral haven from the immoral world

· “Home Sweet Home” motto: even in the house public and private rooms were separate; a garden separated the home from the outside world

· Marriage took place in mid to late 20s

· Women had fewer children (2 or 3 rather than 4 or 5) so they devoted more attention to them, giving childhood a happy connotation

· Birth rate declined – women didn’t feel it was their duty to give sex to their husbands (though the only legitimate sexuality was between husband and wife)

· Commercialization of childhood – products for middle class children such as toys, books, clothing

Public sphere 

· Male breadwinner (he alone had to earn enough to replace the Family Wage)

· Included life outside the home, relationships outside the family

· Possible illegitimate sexual relations
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After reviewing the timeline, answer the following questions:

1. Property: What did the evolution of property rights for women reveal about changes in attitudes toward women and their rights/roles/characteristics?

2. Social: In which areas of social life were women’s lives becoming more “modern”? How so?

3. Clothing and New Woman: How did clothing reflect social changes?
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