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CHY4U Unit 4, Activity 4 - Timeline of Women’s History in the US
	Date
	Event

	1830s
	Beginning of Victorian era in America – middle class interest in “sobriety, industriousness, and self-restraint.”

	1850
	For white women, fertility rate of 5.42 children per woman

	1850s on
	Department stores cater to women and employ women as sales clerks

	1870s
	Formation of the WCTU (Women’s Christian Temperance Union) which fights for women’s suffrage rights in order to vote for prohibition of alcohol

	1880
	One in 21 marriages results in divorce

	1890s
	Bicycle craze signals a break from tradition for women, gives them mobility

	1890s-1920s
	Progressivism concerns itself with hygiene, social control, good morals, sterilization of those ‘unfit’ to reproduce, women’s suffrage, and prohibition (of sale of alcohol)

	1900
	One in 12 marriages results in divorce

	1900
	College enrollment is over 33% female

	1900
	For white women, fertility rate of 3.56 children per woman

	1910
	Women can vote in Wyoming, Utah, Colorado and Idaho only

	1910
	Women make up 40% of college students (overall women are only 5% of students)

	1914-1916
	Margaret Sanger is in Europe in order to avoid obscenity charges facing her in America

	1916
	One in 12 marriages results in divorce

	1917-1918
	One million women work in war-related industries and other jobs, though they get paid less than men

	1918
	18th amendment  prohibits alcohol production, transport, and sale

	1920
	19th amendment gives women the right to vote

	1920s
	Women comprise about 25% of the workforce with the largest concentrations in administrative work as secretaries; professional women work in nursing, teaching young children, libraries, social work

	1920s
	Dating replaces formal courtship, makeup is worn more often by women, skirt hems rise, a boyish figure is preferred; flapper image is popular in the jazz age

	1930s
	During the depression, Roosevelt’s New Deal tries to court women, and he appoints the first woman cabinet minister, ambassador, and numerous federal judges

	1930
	Female employment rate is 25%, yet unemployment is a major problem for women, as is the fact that women earn less than males

	1936
	A Gallup poll shows that 82% of people believe a wife should not work if her husband works

	1940
	Female employment rate is 26%

	1941-1945
	Wartime employment for women increases as six million women start working, though government sees their work as temporary

	1944
	27 out of 100 marriages result in divorce

	1945
	Female workers comprise over 33% of the workforce, including many married women

	1950
	First women are admitted to Harvard Law School

	1950
	Female journalist writes in the The Atlantic magazine: “No job is more exacting, more necessary, or more rewarding than that of housewife and mother.”

	1950s
	Percentage of women earning college degrees decreases

	1950s
	Television celebrates the nuclear family

	1955
	Debbie Reynolds’ character in 1955 movie The Tender Trap says: “A woman isn’t a woman until she’s been married and had children.”

	
	1950s fertility rate is high, marriage rates are high, marriages take place at an earlier age for women

	1959
	First Barbie doll

	1960
	Percentage of women working full-time or part-time is almost 40%

	1960
	Birth control pill is approved

	1960s
	Sexual Revolution introduces a more liberal attitude toward sexuality, equality for women

	1963
	Equal Pay Act legislates against sex-based wage discrimination

	1963
	Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique is published

	1966
	NOW, National Organization for Women, is founded as a reaction to the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s slow advances in aiding women against discrimination 

	1969
	For the first time either men or women can initiate divorce without cause (no-fault) in California

	1973
	Roe v. Wade case makes abortion legal during first trimester of pregnancy

	2016
	Hillary Clinton runs to become the first woman president but does not succeed. She is defeated by Donald Trump in the electoral college but wins the popular vote.
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