Sem 2, 2018-19 Curriculum Expectations: A1.1: Formulate different types of questions to guide investigations into issues, events and developments in world history; A1.2: Select and organize relevant evidence and information on aspects of world history from a variety of sources; A1.10: Use appropriate terminology when communicating results of investigations;  

CHY4U CCA: First Set of Notes and Historical Context /Current Topic Overview Worksheet
 (     /5 marks for notes on four sources [T process]  +      / 25 marks for this worksheet [K])
Cite all information used to answer questions in this format: (Name of book/article/source, p.___, url if appropriate).  Not having citations will reduce your marks. Type your answers and expand the space as you need it. 
Current Issue: Yemen Crisis
1. Overview of current issue (     /4 marks) What is the basic issue/problem/conflict today (or recently or in the last five years)?Answer W and H questions.
Civil War – Houthis vs the gov’t of Yemen     Even though Yemen had been unified since 1990, the tensions between the former south and the former north had been simmering for years. A rebel group called the Houthis attacked the capital, Sana, in 2014 after moving south in protest over reduced fuel subsidies.  On and off they accepted the president’s word to make reforms, but then eventually pushed him out. (“Houthi Rebellion in Yemen", Global Issues in Context Online Collection)
Saudi Arabia’s War on Yemen     This war began in 2015 under the leadership of newly ensconced Saudi defence minister Mohamed bin Salman, Crown Prince and son of the current Saudi king.  It was begun as a reprisal against the new Yemeni government under control of the Houthis, a rebel group largely made up of Zaydi Muslims. Zaydis are Shia while Saudis are Sunni Muslims. The Yemeni president had asked for the Saudis to intervene during the crisis in the capital involving the Houthis. The Saudis also felt they should intervene because they felt the Houthis were under control of Iran, their Shia enemy. (“Houthi Rebellion in Yemen", Global Issues in Context Online Collection)
Humanitarian Crisis     The war on Yemen is said to have provoked one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises. Yemen was poor to begin with, but with the Saudi blockade (after Nov. 2017) and bombing campaign, people began starving in what has been called a man-made famine. There is also a cholera epidemic. It is estimated that over 16 000 civilians have died as of March 2019.  (“Houthi Rebellion in Yemen", Global Issues in Context Online Collection)
UN cease fire. In 2018 the UN brokered a ceasefire in the Yemen War. Officials are supposed to be in place to monitor the ceasefire. The UN backs the Hadi government and is trying to get the Houthis to stop attacking the Hadi government. The situation is extremely complicated because Houthis are not the only armed force in Yemen as many other smaller groups have come in to fight.   (Wintour, “Yemen ceasefire: new UN resolution seeks to save agreement.”)

2. Background of current issue – historical roots  (     /9 marks)
For background, identify specific things that happened before your current issue that influenced it. You may have to go very far back. Use categories that apply (excluding the when and who questions below). 
· Internal influences
· Religious differences between north and south were long a dividing factor (Zaydi Shia and majority Sunni) that played a long-term role in lack of unification potentially related to today’s civil war. (“Houthi Rebellion in Yemen", Global Issues in Context Online Collection)
· External influences
· Suez Canal brought foreign interest and involvement and this developed into British imperialism, a tie in to the role of foreign involvement being a causal factor in Yemen’s current plight. (Britannica School, “Yemen”)
· Influence of the Soviet Union on South Yemen becoming a Marxist government and the influence of the decline of the Soviet Union on the pressure to unify in 1990 (Communist states were no longer able to fund South Yemen). This shows that foreign influences seem to often cause pressure in Yemen. (Britannica School, “Yemen”)
· Return of mujahedeen (Islamic fundamentalists) from Afghanistan after the Soviet Union was defeated there in 1986.  Some of the fighters later became Islamists and nationalists who did not like President Salih. Salih in turn provoked a lot of dislike which spurred calls for the end of unification.  (Britannica School, “Yemen”)
· Arab Spring in 2011spread to Yemen and included anti-government protests that contributed to the unpopularity of President Salih, especially after he repressed these protests. In turn this contributed to fracturing and calls for the end of the unified Yemen. (Britannica School, “Yemen”, Global Issues in Context, “Arab Spring”)
· Tensions between Saudi Arabia and Iran (who supported the Houthi rebellion against the Saleh government) left Yemen in the middle. This is another example of foreign involvement that affects Yemen in a negative way. (“Saudi Arabia," In Global Issues in Context Online Collection)
· Long-term (pre-1900) origins
· Zaydi Islam, a minority sect but very strong in the north, meant that there were divisions within Yemen ((see internal influence) (“Houthi Rebellion in Yemen", Global Issues in Context Online Collection)
· Suez Canal and British imperialism brought foreign involvement (see external influence #1)
· Medium-term (last 50-ish years) causes
· Unification of the two Yemens in 1990 wasn’t entirely successful because there were very strong divisive factors from the beginning: economic problems, a War of Secession in 1994, increasing repression of the Salih government. This fracture contributed to today’s division. (Britannica School, “Yemen”)
· Short-term (trigger events) causes
· After the World Trade Centre bombing in 2001 President Salih tried to express his support for the US, but many in Yemen were Islamists or nationalists and didn’t like his cozying up to the US. This is evidence of the fractured political environment that is still evident in today’s civil war. (Britannica School, “Yemen”)
· Arab Spring in 2011 stirred up anti-government sentiments, contributing to future civil war (see external influence #4)
· Political factors
· Concentration of power in President Salih’s hands and the development of an oligarchy that enriched the rulers at the expense of the people contributed to anti-government feelings and eventual civil war. (Britannica School, “Yemen”)

· Economic factors
· Transition to unification in 1990 didn’t go as planned and its popularity was not that high due to serious economic conditions going back to the 1990-1993 Persian Gulf War (Yemen didn’t join the US-Saudi side and the Saudis sent many Yemeni foreign workers back and stopped supporting Yemen) – resulting in a huge loss of income for the new state making it quite weak and vulnerable to renewed civil war (Britannica School, “Yemen”)
· Religious factors
· Zaydi Islam (see above)
· Social factors
· North vs. South differences (see above)
· Intellectual factors
· none

· Artistic factors
· none

· Technological factors
· none
· Other things you think you’ll need to examine

· none
3. When questions (      /4 marks)
Identify some significant events and their dates related to the historical roots of your issue. Also briefly explain how they are related to your topic. Do NOT just copy out a timeline – you must select the relevant dates and explain their relevance. 
1839 Britain annexed Aden    Britain used the Suez route (through the isthmus to the Red Sea) before there was a Suez Canal – which is why it annexed Aden (on the Red Sea coast) in 1839 in order to have more trade, and protect the territory around the trade route to India. This shows foreign influence in the region. (Sharkey, "British Colonialism, Middle East", Encyclopedia of Western Colonialism since 1450)
1869 Suez Canal opened     This brought more attention to the Red Sea area. Both British and Ottomans expanded out from the centres of their territories. Border issues ensued that were eventually determined by non-Yemenis (an issue in the future – signifying the foreign influence theme in which Yemen always seems to get caught in the middle)  (Britannica School, “Yemen”)
1948 Assassination of Yahya     The Zaydi Imam in northern Yemen (after the Ottomans vacated the territory) had created tensions both with the south and the Saudis. He was not popular, neither was his son.  This signified internal discord. (Britannica School, “Yemen”)

1967 South Yemen became independent      Britain handed over its South Yemen territory to the National Liberation Front and the People’s Republic of South Yemen was proclaimed. Eventually it became a Marxist country closely aligned with the Soviet Union. This shows the internal divide in Yemen and the involvement of foreign powers.   (Britannica School, “Yemen”)

1990 Unification of North and South Yemen     The two separate countries came together with difficulty. Differences persisted to the point where a trigger could cause civil war, as it has recently. (Britannica School, “Yemen”)

1990-1993 Persian Gulf War – noted under Economic Influences in question #2.
2001 – Attack on World Trade Centre in New York – noted under Short Term Influences in question #2.
2011 Arab Spring  - noted under External Influences in question #2.
4. Who questions (      /5 marks)
Name some key people related to your current issue and its historical background. Make sure to identify their position (who they were, what they did) and relevance to your topic.

current

Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud: current de facto leader of Saudi Arabia who has led the war against the Houthi rebels in Yemen since becoming Defence Minister in 2015.  He is facing war crimes charges because of the cruelties of the war in Yemen. He has also recruited other allies into the war against Yemen, including the UAE. (BBC News, “Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, power behind the throne”).
Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi: Salih’s vice president who became president in the agreed-upon transition of power in 2011. Facing internal revolts he had to leave Yemen in 2015. He asked for Saudi support. He eventually came back and resumed the presidency. 
Donald Trump: the US President is a staunch ally of Saudi Arabia and a very fierce critic of Iran, Saudi’s enemy. He therefore backs the Saudis in their war against Yemen feeling that the Houthis are not more than a puppet of Iran. (BBC News, “Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, power behind the throne”)
historical

Zayd ibn ʿAlī (800s CE):  He is the namesake of the Zaydi sect of Islam, a branch of Shia Islam. The Houthi rebels are Zaydi Muslims.  (Britannica School, “Yemen”)

Yaḥyā Maḥmūd al-Mutawwakil: A Zaydi Imam of the al-Mutawakkil family who ruled Yemen as king in the early 20th century. He tried to modernize by sending people to Iraq to learn new military methods. He had some interest in expanding territory, including into historically Yemeni areas, and into Saudi Arabia (near an old border decided by non-Yemenis which wasn’t seen as legitimate to them), and of course this threatened the south. But Yahya wasn’t popular and was assassinated in 1948. (Britannica School, “Yemen”)
Alī ʿAbd Allāh Ṣāliḥ: Salih was the former long-term president of Yemen. He governed Yemen since its unification in 1990 becoming a repressive ruler who favoured rich oligarchs at the expense of the many. As the Houthi rebellion began he came under increased criticism. He left Yemen for a while after being injured in a bombing, taking shelter in Saudi Arabia.  Salih had come back and briefly aligned with the Houthis, but then he withdrew his support and thus fighting began between Houthis and Salih’s supporters. He was assassinated in 2017. (Britannica School, “Yemen”)
5. Next Steps (     /3 marks)
Questioning is the basic driver of good inquiry. Why and how questions will be the focus of your next set of notes. Please begin the search for your next set of more specific sources (beyond textbook and encyclopedia and your first specific source).
a) What are you trying to find out? Write at least three questions that will drive your next step in the research. 
b) What questions do you have for the teacher at this point?
Your guiding questions can and probably will change over time.
Questions: 
a) The topic of the internal political divisions between the various factions and (illegal) political groups in the two Yemens seems very confusing. Which were the most important groups in the history of North Yemen and South Yemen?

b) Did the above groups continue to play roles in the unified Yemen, or did new groups arise (such as AQAP (Al Quaeda in the Arabian Peninsula)) to take their place?  

c) Why is the world paying so little attention to Yemen’s horrible situation? How successful is the cease-fire? What does the future hold for the people of Yemen?
Questions f​​​​​​or Teacher:
1. Since I am the teacher I don’t have any. But you should!
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