Sem 2, 2015-16 – revised with current marking scheme for 2017-18

CHY4U CCA: Background Notes and Historical Context /Topic Overview Worksheet
 (     /5 marks for notes on three sources [T process]  +      / 25 marks for this worksheet [K])

Cite all information used to answer questions in this format: (Name of book/article/source, p.___)

Type your answers. 

Current Issue: China's Income Gap
1. Overview of current issue (     /4 marks) What is the basic issue/problem/conflict today or recently or in the last five years)?Answer W and H questions.
Note: there are four specific pieces of evidence.

While going from ostensibly equal communism to a system of free market economics, China has experienced a massive increase in inequality in income. Yes, national economic growth has increased massively since the end of the state-dominated economy in the late 1970s. An astounding 660 million people have come out of poverty and the per capita income has risen from $320 in 1980 to $5500 in 2012 (Cervik and Correa-Caro, Growing (Un)Equal). 
However, in its place has arisen a profound gap between rich and poor, lined up along regional and urban-rural divides. To prove this, one can look at the Gini Coefficient (GC), a measurement of inequality, with 0 representing no inequality and 1 total inequality. From 1980 to 2010 China's Gini Coefficient went from a low-ish 0.3 to a near world-leading 0.55. For comparison, the US has a GC of 0.45 (Duder, China's Income Inequality Gap Widens Beyond US Levels). 
Social statistics reflect the human impact of such economic realities: 36.5% of China's poorest citizens are from its minority ethnicities (Davin, “Inequality in China”); women face disproportionate discrimination in the economy (Davin, “Inequality in China”), and the life expectancy and illiteracy rates are proportionately higher in poorer inland provinces/regions - while national life expectancy was 72.5 years in 2006, it was only 65.6 and 64.4 respectively in Yunnan and Tibet, two of China's poorest areas (Davin, “Inequality in China”). 
Similarly, illiteracy rates nationally in 2010 were a very low 4.8%, whereas in Tibet they were a much higher 37.7% (Davin, “Inequality in China”). 

2. Background of current issue  - historical roots (     /9 marks)
For background, identify specific things that happened before your current issue that influenced it. You may have to go very far back. Use categories that apply (excluding the when and who questions below). 
Note: there are at least 9 pieces of specific evidence

· Internal influences

see almost everything below
· External influences

Long-term: Opium War and the treaty that ended it
British smuggled illegal opium from their Indian colony into China and the government lost a lot of revenue

The Chinese gov’t then made opium illegal in 1836 and sent a commissioner to Canton to destroy all opium in 1839

The British sent war ships to “deal” with this

The Treaty of Nanjing put heavy restrictions on China’s economy that weakened the country greatly 

(All of the above from Liu, “Opium Wars” in Encyclopedia of Western Colonialism)

Short-term: globalization of the world economy and China's export driven reforms (post-1978)
· Long-term (pre-1900) origins

see below for Ming and Qing dynasties
· Medium-term (last 50-ish years) causes

Influence of Communist economic policies, 1949-1978

Communist emphasis on cities and industrialization at the expense of agriculture actually increased income gap; low prices for crops and high taxes on farms made life difficult for farmers, whereas and industrial workers got better wages and benefits such as education housing and health care (Davin, “Inequality in China”). 

Hukou registration system 
internal passports that keep people tied to their villages because they cannot get access to benefits such as subsidized food in the cities. This keeps rural areas poorer than urban areas.  (Schiavenza, Mapping China's Income Inequality)

· Short-term (trigger events) causes

post-Mao economic reforms since late 1970s (no info at this time – will save for later analysis)
· Other things you think you’ll need to examine
· Political factors

as the population increased during the Qing dynasty (1644-1911) the number of government officials didn't keep pace and there weren't enough people to keep the land regulated and watered. This made the countryside poorer.  (Asia for Educators, “Qing China's Internal Crisis”). 
· Economic factors

pretty much everything below and above
· Religious factors

Boxer Rebellion for uprising against Chinese and foreign Christians in late 1800s (minor relevance – possibly more to analyze later) (Asia for Educators, “Introduction to China's Modern History”)
· Social factors

very rapid population growth from 1700 to mid 1800s led to famines and large chunk of the village population became addicted to opium and therefore they weren't economically productive (Asia for Educators, “Qing China's Internal Crisis”). 

new crops from the new world (e.g. sweet potatoes, peanuts, tobacco) expanded and forced farmers into previously unused (and low quality) land, with an average of only 3 acres per farmer, not a lot to make a good income (Asia for Educators, “Introduction to China's Modern History”). 

another factor influencing small plots of land was the fact that land was divided between sons, making it hard to amass enough land to make a good economic go of it (Asia for Educators, “Introduction to China's Modern History”).
· Intellectual factors

None, though Communism could be considered in this category
· Artistic factors

None
· Technological factors

see above for new crops

farming was highly influenced by water control tactics and policies and in the mid-1800s when farmers were so squeezed there was an overuse of poor quality lands - wetlands, lowlands and mountain-sides (Asia for Educators, “Introduction to China's Modern History”).

industrialization of the 1950s and 60s diverted attention away from farmers (see medium-term influence of economic policies above)
3. When questions (      /4 marks)
Identify some significant events and their dates related to the historical roots of your issue. Also briefly explain how they are related to your topic. Do NOT just copy out a timeline – you must select the relevant dates and explain their relevance. 

Note: find relevant dates – don’t just find 4 dates.

By mid-1800s – population reaches 430 million (contributes to economic inequality with so many mouths to feed and the system stretching the ability of the land to feed them). (Asia for Educators, “Introduction to China's Modern History”).

1842 – Treaty of Nanking/Nanjing after China loses Opium War to Britain - has to pay a large indemnity to Britain (21 million ounces of silver) and give most favoured nation trading status to Britain, as well as give up Hong Kong to Britain  - all causing the state to weaken, economically, politically and socially (Haberman and Shubert, The West and the World, 226). 

1851-1864 – Taiping Rebellion – land reform is deeply desired by poor peasants who rise up to protest the inequities of the feudal land-holding system (Britannica online, Taiping Rebellion, https://www.britannica.com/event/Taiping-Rebellion)
1898-1901 – Boxer Rebellion – during both of these uprisings partially due to social and economic conditions the central imperial government becomes weaker and is unable to respond to problems (Asia for Educators, “Qing China's Internal Crisis”).

1949-1978 – Maoist era of Communist economic policies including collectivized agriculture which keeps the countryside poor while the emphasis is on industrialization, including:
1959-1962 – man-made famine as a result of industrialization policies kills over 20 million people (Haberman and Shubert, The West and the World, 409-410)
1978-present – era of economic reform sees an overall reduction in poverty but increase in income gap between rich and poor (Cervik and Correa-Caro, Growing (Un)Equal)
4. Who questions (      /5 marks)
Name some key people related to your current issue and its historical background. Make sure to identify their position (who they were, what they did) and relevance to your topic.

Historical Background

Qianlong Emperor – Qing dynasty leader (1711-1799) who tried to stop the British from selling opium from India in China (this contributed to the antagonism between Britain and China, eventually resulting in war, which China lost, which contributed to their internal and external weakening – breeding grounds for poverty). (Britannica online, Qianlong Emperor, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Qianlong)
Mao Zedong – Communist leader of China from 1949 to 1976 – though ostensibly interested in peasants through collectivized agriculture, he placed far more emphasis on industrialization and this led to artificial famine. His policies also made it hard for migrants to leave rural areas to work in more growth-oriented cities (Hukou system). During the Cultural Revolution his political tactics stalled all economic growth in the country. (Riskin, “China’s Retreat from Equality”)
Close to recent but not most recent
Deng Xiaoping –  Communist leader from 1978 to 1992 who introduced economic reforms that helped alleviate poverty for millions (end of collectivized agriculture) but also deepened the trend of urban and coastal areas prospering at the expense of rural areas. Also encouraged general liberalization of the economy and foreign direct investment which further strengthened economies of coastal and urban areas. (Haberman and Shubert, The West and the World, 437, 439)
Note: Ms. Gluskin would not have received 5/5 on this section as she did not include anyone recent. 
5. Next Steps (     /3 marks)
Questioning is the basic driver of good inquiry. Why and how questions will be the focus of your next set of notes. Please begin the search for your next set of more specific sources (beyond textbook and encyclopedia and your first two specific sources).

a) What are you trying to find out? Write at least three questions that will drive your next step in the research. 

1. How did China's weakening position in the world from the 1840s to the 1900s (loss of Opium Wars, forcing of trade, imposition of Christian missionaries) actually contribute to increasing poverty? And in turn to economic inequality?

2. When exactly did the Hukou (internal registration system) system come into being? What were its unintended consequences?

3. How longstanding was the problem of economic inequality in China's imperial past? Did it present a major problem in the Ming dynasty (pre-1600s)?

4. To what extent were the Taiping and Boxer Rebellions during the late Qing dynasty influenced by economic concerns of peasants?

5. How strong was the relationship between government policies and economic inequality in the Ming and Qing dynasties?

6. How did the Cultural Revolution of the 1960s stall economic growth? Did it further deepen economic inequality even though in name it favoured the peasants?

b) Do you have any questions for the teacher at this point?

1. Do I have to research EVERYTHING that might have influenced the income gap from 1500 to now?

2. Can I choose to focus on certain time periods more than others? Is the Ming Dynasty  too far back?
3. Do I have to distinguish between poverty and income gap?

Your guiding questions can and probably will change over time.

