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Part 2: Question 14

The “School discipline takes kinder turn” article has a precise connection to the concept of behaviour modification through positive reinforcement. The article focuses on the provincial government’s recent changes to school discipline. The new policy aims to replace the old zero-tolerance approach with one that is more understanding of students’ needs and motivations (Brown, 2008). The new policy makes use of positive reinforcement in order to change students’ behaviour. For example, the suspended grade nine student in the article is given time to catch up on homework while he is suspended. While it may seem this is rewarding the behaviour that got him suspended in the first place, in actual fact it is rewarding his attention to school work. This is an example of positive reinforcement, or a reward for good behaviour (Bain et al., 2002, p. 54). Other examples of rewards for suspended students include being provided with media courses, getting the opportunity to do charity work for Habitat for Humanity, and going on outdoor adventure expeditions. Again, these opportunities reward the positive steps that the students are taking toward meeting the norms of society. They provide incentives for students to continue their new behaviour patterns. In this way students, one by one, can contribute to positive social change, changes in the way society is organized and in the beliefs and practices of its members (Bain et al., 2002, p. 40). Overall, the article “School discipline” highlights behaviour modification as a way individuals can contribute to social change by influencing the practices of society in a positive direction.
Part 2: Question 15

The “School discipline” article relates to behaviour modification and positive reinforcement, two concepts directly within the purview of psychology.  … 
… continue to explain how positive reinforcement relates to psychology. Explain, don’t merely state. 
Define and cite where needed.

