HSB4U Observation Field Research – Write-Up
Research Question: 

Identity your original research question.

Method: 
Describe how you conducted your research. 

Write in sentences. 
Include: 

· dates and times of observations/interviews 
· number of people observed/interviewed 
· location(s) of observation(s)
· anything else relevant to method

Attach your observation checklists.

Conclusions: 

· What were the results of your observation?
· Include data.
· What conclusion can you draw about human behaviour based on the results?

· How does your data answer your research question?

· In your answer, refer to the social science discipline you chose. 

SAMPLE:

After observing high school students using cell phone technology during school time, it can be concluded that they are using technology more than communicating through face-to-face interactions with their peers.  Refer to data. In groups of students sitting in the school halls at lunch time there will often be students who are texting or using their phones for some purpose. The texting students are not maintaining eye contact with others while they are doing this
. Though they may be listening to others, they appear to be disengaged from the general group conversation, if there is one. The conclusion that can be drawn is that a new social norm, guideline for behaviour [always define key concepts and cite source] (Bain, et al., 2002, p. 23
), seems to be arising. In the past it may have been considered rude to use a cell phone while conversing with others. Now the line between two-way and one-way forms of communication seems to be blurred. Human behaviour is changing as technology advances, thus sociologists
 would conclude that norms change over time.
TIPS for good writing

Drawing conclusions ≠ summarizing, repeating, assuming. 

Analyze your data; pick it apart to figure out what it means. Look for patterns. Admittedly the sample size is small, but you should still be able to make conclusions. 

Connection to Key Concept

Make sure you explain the connection. Don’t say it, state it, mention it, drop hints about it. Be DIRECT.

In writing your conclusions and connections, you want to be deep, thorough and careful.

Revised permitted length = 1 ¼ pages.
�Directly connect these behaviours to the definition of norm.


�Your page number will depend on your key concept.


�Add description of what they do





