Sem1, 2014-15

HSB4U Social Change Assignment – 
Reliability and Relevance of a Recent Canadian News Article
Part 1: Reliability 
· For your chosen article (a Canadian news article from the last three months attained via a database, not on the subject of technology or environment), answer in detail directly on this page or print your own answer page:

1. How do you know it’s not a column, letter, or editorial? Give proof.
2. What date was it published (in its original source) on?
3. Who is the author? If there’s no author, who is responsible for it being written?
4. Where is it originally from (source, not database)?

5. What database did you search in order to retrieve it?

6. How did you limit your search?
7. Describe the search strategies (including search terms) you tried but that were not successful or partially successful.
8. How did you finally end up being successful with a search strategy (including search term)?

9. Write a full APA citation for this source.

10. How do you know it’s Canadian in content, not just in terms of the source it’s from? Give proof.

11. Does the information contain any emotionally charged words or phrases? Give examples and justify their use. If no, state an example that characterizes the non-biased nature of the source. (Note: emotion is an undesirable trait in news articles.)

12. Are sufficient facts used to support any opinions/positions offered? Explain and give an example. You must directly state which opinion the facts are supporting.

13. What evidence is there in the article of the source of information or data (interviews, references, etc.)? Be specific and give proof.
Part 2: Relevance
Write two typed, double-spaced paragraphs detailing the following:

14. How does the information in your article relate to one key concept related to social change from chapter two? See concept map and concept checker for choices. Explain and give an example.
15. Does this aspect of social change relate to A, P, or S? How? Explain.
Length for Part 2: Maximum one page. Evaluation of Parts 1 and 2 – see rubric.
Name: ________________________________

HSB 4U Social Change Assignment Rubric

	
	Levels of Achievement

	Criteria 
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	S

CORE

	Thinking/Inquiry (T)

Appropriate selection of recent  Canadian article on a topic relevant to social change
	Article meets all criteria under parts 1 and 2; proof is given

	Article meets most criteria under parts 1 and 2; mostly proved
	Article meets some criteria under parts 1 and 2; limited proof
	Article meets few criteria under parts 1 and 2; answers don’t justify choice of article
	

	Application
(A)

Precise and detailed connection between the article and chapter 2 [social change] and social science discipline (A, P, or S)

	Explains connections between the article and chapter 2 with a high degree of effectiveness: 
Clearly shows relation between article and key concept and APS, including a clear connection to the definition of social change

	Explains connections between the article and chapter 2 with considerable effectiveness:

Generally shows relation between article and key concept and APS, including reference to social change
	Makes connections between the article and chapter 2 with moderate effectiveness: 

Somewhat unclear connection between article and key concept and APS; stated more than explained
	Makes connections between the article and chapter 2 with limited effectiveness:

Unclear how this article relates to chapter 2 or the chosen key concept and APS; weak  - no connection to social change is made
	

	Communication 
(C)

Effective and correct spelling, grammar, proofreading, sentence structure 
Accurate APA citation  format
	Clear evidence of proofreading with few errors in spelling/grammar

Sentence structure is consistently clear and errors rarely interfere with meaning

APA citation correct
	Considerable evidence of proofreading with some errors in spelling/grammar

Sentence structure is mostly clear and errors rarely interfere with meaning

APA citation mostly correct; only small errors

	Some evidence of proofreading with many errors in spelling/grammar

Sentence structure errors sometimes interfere with meaning

APA citation has many errors
	Little evidence of proofreading with  significant errors in spelling/grammar

Sentence structure errors often interfere with meaning

Unfamiliar with APA citation format
	

	SCORE
	4++ (100%) 4+ (95%), 4 (88%), 4- (82%), 3+ (78%), 3 (75%), 3- (72%), 2+ (68%), 2 (65%), 2- (62%), 1+ (58%), 1 (55%), 1- (52%), Below 1 (0 - 49%)


Note: Below level 1 does not meet the expectations of this assignment.   

Curriculum Expectations:

· A2.2: locate and select information relevant to investigations from a variety of secondary sources

· A2.3: assess various aspects of information gathered from primary and secondary sources (e.g., relevance, reliability)
· A3.4: demonstrate academic honesty by documenting the sources of all information generated through research 
· A1.2: identify key concepts related to their selected topics

· A4.2: use terms related to social change correctly 
