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· AHR Act: buying human eggs could land you in jail for 10 years or a fine of $500 000

· But the law hasn’t stopped people

· The market went underground
· Royal Commission on New Reproductive Technologies began its work in 1989, reported in 1993 and felt that the practice of paying for eggs was “never acceptable.”

· It took over 10 years to draw up actual legislation (laws); during that time many sides emerged, including.

a) “Protect women and couples from the industry” – people are being paid for the removal of something from their body

b) Protect the need of parents for children – there could be a shortage of donors if they aren’t compensated (paid), especially egg donation which is more invasive than sperm donation

· The law exists but is very difficult to enforce because the government is still writing the regulations. 
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· Grey areas: 
· What is an expense? 
· Is a donor from another country allowed? 
· Are donor agencies in the US allowed? 
· Can you pay for services but not eggs?
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· One doctor calls the system a “charade”

