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Excerpts from Emperor Taizong on Effective Government

How a Ruler Should Act

A country cannot be a country without people and a ruler cannot be a ruler without a country. When the ruler looks as lofty and firm as a mountain peak and as pure, bright, and illuminating  as  the  sun  and  the  moon,  the  people  will admire  and  respect  him. He must broaden his will so as to be able to embrace both Heaven and earth and must regulate his heart so as to be able to make just decisions. He cannot expand his territory without majesty and virtue; he cannot soothe and protect his people without compassion and kindness. He comforts his relations with benevolence, treats his officials with courtesy, honors his ancestors with filial respect,  and  receives  his  subordinates  with  thoughtfulness. Having disciplined himself, he practices virtue and righteousness diligently. This is how a ruler should act.
Avoiding Extravagance

The ruler cultivates his character through frugality and peacefulness. … A chaotic age is marked by a ruler who is chaotic and extravagant, indulging his desires. While his dwelling and garments are richly ornamented, his people are in need of simple clothes; while his dogs and horses are tired of grain, his people do not have enough husks and chaff. As a result, both the gods and the people become resentful, and the ruler and the ruled become estranged. The dynasty is overthrown before the emperor has satisfied his wishes. Such is the fearsome cost of being arrogant and extravagant.   
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