CHW3M: Chinese Superiority Quotes 
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1. Zheng He’s Marching Orders

June 29, 1430

From the Emperor to Admiral Zheng He

I have received Heaven’s mandate and I have inherited a great empire….[But] distant lands beyond the seas have not yet been informed. I send…Zheng He…to instruct these countries to follow the way of Heaven with reverence and to watch over their people so that all might enjoy the good fortune of lasting peace.1 

1 Pamela White, Exploration in the World of the Middle Ages, 500-1500 (New York: Facts on File, Inc., 2005).
2. Japanese pirates were raiding Chinese ports in the 14th century. The Chinese Emperor sent missions to Japan with enticements to get them to stop the pirating. The inducements were to send captured pirates back to Japan (rather than kill them). The Chinese Emperor wrote: “You stupid barbarians. Living so far across the sea…you are haughty, disloyal; you permit your subjects to do evil.” The Japanese reply was, “Heaven and Earth are vast, and they are not monopolized by one ruler.” 

