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The launch of the Scion brand of cars in Canada this past week made me do it. 

According to my online dictionary, a Scion is a young member of a rich or important family -- in this case, it is the spawn of Toyota. Appropriately, in addition to traditional methods of advertising, the youth-oriented marque will make extensive use of social media and the web to spread the word about the coolness of its three models-- the tC, the xB and xD. 

On Monday, I pick up an xD to test drive and that's when yours truly will officially spread his wings and flap his gums via Twitter. The first autotweet (AT) dispatched from my iPhone will be my early comments about the five-door hatchback. As the week passes, I'll add more thoughts about the vehicle. 

Notice how already I'm creating my own glossary of acronyms. That's what comes of reading Twitter for Dummies from cover to cover last weekend. But I digress. 

Unofficially, I've already made a few short tentative flights from my perch and will continue pecking out a few tweets over the weekend. I am offering sneak peeks into what you might expect to read as a follower of my Twitter identity -- ChangeGears. 

You don't need to be an auto buff to be a follower. ChangeGears will be autotainment -- equal measures of solid information and good fun. 

I promise I will not twitter on endlessly about the different cars I test drive each week. How can you in 140 characters? I will also pass on some autogossip (AG), news clips about the car biz and recommend some must-have (MH) accessories and neat gadgets designed to make driving more fun. 

You will also read Road Rants (RR) about the awful driving I witness out there on the congested streets. Kudos for good drivers will be recorded but I suspect only occasionally. I will also beak off (BO) about other road related issues that drive me to distraction, or please me. Talking about distraction, worry not; I will tweet from the roadside when the muse strikes. 

The milder me will reveal what music I am listening to (LT) while driving and tell you what catches my interest on the car radio (OR). I will also be reporting on what catches my eye on the way from A to B. It may be an interesting store I discover or a place 'Tw'eat'. 

I want this to be a two-way conversation: I hope you will suggest topics for discussion, share your finds and vent about your traffic beefs. Send me your -- clean -- traffic jokes and funny twitter traffic tales. 

If you are not on Twitter, sign up now and check out twitter.com/ ChangeGears.
