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CHY4U: Assessing Online Reliability
“Be a fact-checker. Be skeptical, not cynical. Leave sites to understand them.”
Who’s behind the information?
Things to think about:

· How did you get to this site? Shared/found/posted, etc? If shared, why?

· Who is the author?    (is this disclosed or hidden?)
· If the website doesn’t have an author, is it clear who is responsible for writing the information, such as an organization?     
· What are the author’s credentials (qualifications/authority) or organizational affiliations?     
· Is there contact information, such as a publisher or email address?     

· Do the authors/sponsors make their intentions/perspectives, or purpose clear? What are they?     
· Is the information intended to be sold or purchased?   

· Is there anything that makes you question the honesty/transparency of the source?     
What’s the evidence for their claims/information?

Things to think about:
· Is the information supported by solid, convincing, relevant evidence?     
· Is the evidence cited?     
· Is there a bibliography or reference list?     
· Is the information fact or opinion? (note if it’s an article, editorial, other kind of op-ed, etc.)

· What are the political, ideological, cultural, religious, institutional, or personal biases in the information?
· Are the perspectives of the author(s) made clear or hidden?    
· Does the information trigger an emotional response?

What do other sources say about the organization and its claims?
Things to think about:

· What do other sources tell you about this website and its author(s)/creator(s)/sponsor(s)?     
· Can you verify any of the information in another source?
Overall: ( use with confidence ( use with caution ( do not use ( use for citations only

