CHW3M Confucian Quotes


1. A superior man is modest in his speech, but exceeds in his actions.

2. By three methods we may learn wisdom: First, by reflection, which is noblest; second, by imitation, which is easiest; and third by experience, which is the bitterest.

3. Do not impose on others what you yourself do not desire.

4. He who exercises government by means of his virtue may be compared to the north polar star, which keeps its place and all the stars turn towards it.

5. If I am walking with two other men, each of them will serve as my teacher. I will pick out the good points of the one and imitate them, and the bad points of the other and correct them in myself.

6. The firm, the enduring, the simple, and the modest are near to virtue.

7. The strength of a nation derives from the integrity of the home.

8. To go beyond is as wrong as to fall short.

9. To practice five things under all circumstances constitutes perfect virtue; these five are gravity, generosity of soul, sincerity, earnestness, and kindness.

10. Virtue is not left to stand alone. He who practices it will have neighbours.

11. What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to others.

