Conference Board of Canada: World Income Inequality

“To further understand the global distribution of income, we lined up all 128 countries—from the poorest in terms of income per capita (Zimbabwe) to the richest (Qatar)—and then split them into 10 groups (deciles) of equal populations. The total population of those 128 countries is 6.4 billion, so each of the 10 groupings has 640 million people. For example, in the decile grouping with the lowest incomes per capita, there are 24 countries whose annual income per capita range from $185 (Zimbabwe) to Kenya ($1,370). By multiplying each country’s income per capita by its population we calculate the total income for that grouping. This poorest grouping accounts for $632 billion, or 1 per cent of total annual world income.

We follow this methodology for each of the 10 groupings. In the grouping with the highest incomes per capita (which also accounts for 640 million people), there are 16 countries, with income per capita ranging from $29,688 (Japan) to $63,151 (Qatar). Canada and the United States are in this grouping. This richest group accounts for $25.9 trillion, or 42 per cent of world income.

This exercise reveals that 42 per cent of total world income goes to those who make up the richest 10 per cent of the world’s population, while just 1 per cent goes to those who make up the poorest 10 per cent. Global income distribution is therefore very highly skewed toward the 16 richest countries that make up the top decile.
The World Bank divides 215 countries into four categories based on income levels. The table gives a snapshot of these categories and some basic characteristics of countries within each category.”
Profiles of Countries by World Bank Income Categories
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