HSB4M GM Crops – 2010 Update
The spread of GM crops: taking root. (2010, Feb. 27). The Economist. 70-71.
Moving beyond multinational companies and developed countries

· ¾ of soybeans worldwide are GM
· ½ cotton

· ¼ maize (corn)

· 134 million hectares of gm crops worldwide
· Half of that in developing countries

· Leaders include: Brazil, Argentina, China

· India is the world’s largest exporter of cotton

· Brazil is #2 worldwide

· It has its own research centre, Embrapa

· China has developed its own rice and maize GM crops

· 100 million “households” grow rice in China

· Not as much progress in Africa though South Africa, Egypt and Burkina Faso are said to be moving forward, partially aided by China’s new presence in Africa

· Monsanto “is donating its drought-resistant technology to a coalition, called Water Efficient Maize for Africa.”

· Critics of GM food are said to be standing in the way of benefits for many poor farmers

Genetically modified food: attack of the really quite likeable tomatoes. (2010, Feb. 27). 


The Economist. 16.
	Concern
	Don’t Worry

	Safety (concern over GM eggplant in India)
	· Governments will find it easier to test and monitor safety of GM foods because of new technology
· Never any proof they’re unsafe

	Better for multinationals than small farmers (GM seeds are worth $10.5 billion; crops from GM seeds $130 billion)
	· 90% of those using GM crops are “comparatively poor.”

· Governments in China, Brazil and India are developing their own GM crops

	Emphasis on science will leave no room for other approaches to farm management (e.g., biodiversity, soil management)
	?


