HSB4M COMMON GRAMMAR AND USAGE ERRORS

· Discriminate against 

· (The preposition ‘against’ is necessary.)

· As opposed to 

· (The ‘as’ is necessary.)

· We had gone. We have gone.

· (Not ‘we have went’. I’m seeing and hearing this more and more. Stop it!)

· Would have 

· (Not ‘would of’.)

· Aloud / allowed

· Lose / loose 

· (Your shoelaces are loose. You’re sad if you lose your dog.)

· Here / hear

· Economical 

· (This is not the adjectival form of ‘economic’. Economical means to save money.)

· Prosecute / persecute 

· (They are two different words. Prosecute is a legal term.)

· Dependent (adjective) / dependant (noun)
· Definitely 

· (Not ‘defiantly’, or ‘definately’.)

· Apart / a part

· (Take something apart. Be a part of something. )

· Bias / Biased

· (You have a bias. You are biased. )

Most basic: 
· there (You, over there!), they’re (They’re going to the movie together tonight.), their (Their favourite food to eat together is pizza.)

· it’s (It’s time to start working.), its (The book is missing its cover) 

· effect (The effect of sleep deprivation on students is quite obvious.), affect (Sleep deprivation affects many students.)

