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	Levels of Achievement

	Criteria 
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	SCORE

	Understanding (K)

Understanding of the civilization through dates, facts, key words, context.
	Consistently demonstrates exemplary background knowledge of the civilization through correct and appropriate usage of dates, background facts, definition of key words. 
	Demonstrates considerable background knowledge of the civilization through usage of dates, background facts, definitions of key words.
	Demonstrates some understanding and familiarity with the civilization through some usage of dates, background facts, definition of key words. 
	Demonstrates limited understanding and familiarity with the civilization through incorrect or non-usage of dates, background facts, definitions of key words. Examples exist in a bubble without context.
	

	Evidence (T)

Relevant and detailed supporting examples 
	Each point has been supported with relevant, highly detailed evidence 
2 examples per paragraph
	Most points have been supported with relevant, sufficiently detailed evidence
2 examples per paragraph
	Some points have been supported, some evidence irrelevant and/or insufficiently detailed 
	Limited support of points with mostly irrelevant, inaccurate or insufficiently detailed evidence 
	

	Connection to Thesis/Argument  and Use of HTCs (A)
	Clear and explicit connection to thesis (directly, thoroughly and precisely explains how evidence proves thesis)

Thorough use of HTC connections (at least two different HTCs).
	Related to thesis (explains how evidence proves thesis).
Good use of HTC connections.
	Indirectly related to thesis (may hint or imply but does not directly explain how evidence proves thesis).
Some use of HTC connections.
	Not related to thesis (evidence listed without relation to thesis).
Limited use of HTC connections.
	

	Structure ( C )

Introductory paragraph 

Topic sentences (TS) 

Concluding sentences (CS) 

Concluding paragraph 
	Clear intro is coherent and flows 

Each body paragraph has a TS that clearly and precisely identifies the sub-topic and offers the writer’s point of view on it

Each body paragraph has a CS that effectively wraps up (draws a conclusion) in different words than TS

Conclusion is clear, coherent, flowing.
	Intro includes all components 

TS present but somewhat unclear and imprecise in offering point of view 

CS wraps up with some effectiveness without repeating the same words as TS

Conclusion includes all components
	Intro missing some components (or out of place)

TS unclear and imprecise, no point of view on topic offered

CS is ineffective, in same or too similar words as TS

Conclusion missing some components (or out of place/order)
	Intro lacking structure (missing 2 or more components)

Begins with first point rather than TS

Ends with last point rather than CS

Conclusion lacking structure (missing 2 or more components)
	

	Mechanics of Writing ( C )

Correct grammar and spelling used

Appropriate style 
Correct citations/documentation and usage

Correct bibliographic format 
	Correct grammar and spelling used with accuracy and effectiveness almost all of the time (0-3 errors) 

Written in third person, formal academic style, including appropriate transitions.
Footnotes consistently in proper format and used correctly

Bibliography in correct format and meets or exceeds required number of sources (CRAAP tests included if not previously given)
	Grammar and spelling used with considerable accuracy and effectiveness (4-6 errors) 

Written in third person and uses some transitions.
Footnotes mostly in proper format and used correctly

Bibliography in almost correct format and meets required number of sources (CRAAP tests included if not previously given)
	Grammar and spelling used with some accuracy and effectiveness (errors occasionally interfere with meaning)  (7-9 errors) 

Written in third person with a few exceptions 

Some footnotes in proper format and used correctly

Bibliography contains format errors and doesn’t meet required number of sources (no CRAAP tests given for extra sources)
	Grammar and spelling used with limited accuracy and effectiveness (errors often interfere with meaning) (10 or more errors) 

Not written in third person.
Many errors in footnote format and usage (or no footnotes = 0)

Bibliography contains many format errors and falls well below required number of sources (or none = 0) (no CRAAP tests given for extra sources)
	

	SCORES
	4++ (100%) 4+ (95%), 4 (88%), 4- (82%), 3+ (78%), 3 (75%), 3- (72%), 2+ (68%), 2 (65%), 2- (62%), 1+ (58%), 1 (55%), 1- (52%) Below 1 (49%-0)


