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English Government – Context for John Locke PSD 

English Government Diagram



Parliament vs. the Crown
Many monarchs had conflicts with parliament in the 1600s, often over money to pay for wars. Sometimes, as a result of those conflicts, monarchs ruled like absolute monarchs who concentrated all the power in their own hands, making parliament feel left out (to put it mildly). One monarch, Charles I, even suspended parliament for 11 years. In reaction, parliament limited his power by saying that the king cannot dissolve (essentially close) parliament AND the king can only make taxes with its consent. Needless to say, the tension was increasing. 
Civil War (1642-1649)
Two sides took shape: one around King Charles, one around parliament. Parliament won and the Puritans, under Oliver Cromwell, took power. They put the king on trial and executed (beheaded) him for treason (betraying his country). What followed was a republican form of government for 11 years, meaning a government without a monarchy. During this time parliament was dissolved and a protectorate arose, one that eventually descended into military rule. Interestingly, at this time English political philosopher Thomas Hobbes’s Leviathan was written; a time of chaos (civil war) and lack of authority gave Hobbes a preference for a strong authority figure who would rule absolutely. 

Restoration (1660 onward)

Parliament was restored and it invited a new king to rule. The next few monarchs had absolutist tendencies. One in particular made multiple political groups feel left out. The two groups got together and went to Holland to ask William and Mary (Protestant rulers) to invade England. The result was the Glorious Revolution (1689). The sitting monarch fled and William and Mary came to power. 
Constitutional Monarchy

In 1689 the Bill of Rights was passed by Parliament; William and Mary were required to sign it to limit their power. Political philosopher John Locke’s Two Treatises on Civil Government was written just one year later, 1690. At this time there was respect for an agreement between the people and the rulers. Locke saw it as the rulers’ job to protect the people’s rights. Technically, the form of government was now called constitutional monarchy but it was not yet what we would call democracy.
