Ms. G CHY4U CCA: Outline Template (expand as needed to a total of 12 examples)
DRAFT 1 (March 20 to April 10)
Thesis:
(The outline cannot be marked without your thesis statement)

China’s current and and potentially destabilizing gap between rich and poor reflects both continuities and changes from its past; it is mostly a continuity from its more recent past under the not so egalitarian Communist rule, and it is mostly similar to the Qing dynasty, the time when those inequalities began to surface in a problematic way. 
Sub-topic 1: Overview of current issue
	1. Point
	Despite inequality, China’s economy has grown tremendously since the reforms of the late 1970s.

	1. Example
	An astonishing 660 million people have been brought out of poverty in China in the last decades. Per capita income has risen concomitantly from $320 in 1980 to $5500 in 2012. 


	Mini Citation (Last, Title, p.)
	Cervik and Carrea-Caro, “Growing (Un)Equal”

	2. Point
	China’s Gini Coefficient, a measurement of economic inequality with zero representing no inequality and one representing total inequality, is currently very high and has been on the rise.

	2. Example
	From 1980 – when economic reforms started - to 2010, China’s Gini Coefficient rose from a relatively equal 0.3 to 0.55. For comparison’s sake, the US has a Gini Coefficient of 0.45. The United Nations has gone so far as to call this a “severe disparity” that could lead to “social unrest.”


	Mini Citation 
	Roberts, “China’s Income-Inequality Gap Widens Beyond US Levels.”

	3. Point
	The high Gini Coefficient is related to the very high gap between urban and rural incomes in China. This in turn is related to the relative inequality between well-off coastal areas and poorer inland areas. 

	3. Example
	Despite economic growth, 95 per cent of poor households in China are rural (1).  And 39 per cent of the rural population is concentrated in agricultural work.  (2)
Data showing annual per capita income by province shows that the western (inland) provinces are all below the mean, varying from 40 to 50 per cent below (Tibet, Gansu and Guizhou) to 30 to 40 per cent below (Xinjiang, Qinghai and Yennan). All of the coastal provinces are above the mean in this measurement, with some, like Beijing, being over 100 per cent above it. Also, data shows that rural Chinese have higher income in the coastal provinces, again often from 20 to 100 per cent above the mean. (3)

	Mini Citation 
	1 Cervik and Carrea-Caro, “Growing (Un)Equal”

2 Schiavenza, “Mapping China’s Income Inequality”
3 Schiavenza, “Mapping China’s Income Inequality”



	4. Point
	Internal migrants (via the hukou system) are a major factor in China’s overall inequality. 

	4. Example
	This population of urban residents without registration permits to enjoy the social and educational benefits of living in cities is suffering. From 2000 to 2010 this demographic grew by 80 per cent as more and more people moved from the countryside to cities to try to get their share in the economic miracle. Over 100 million people have made this migration trek, many of them only to be disappointed by their inability to climb in the economic ranks as much as their “urbanite” fellow citizens.1 Need better proof of this group’s economic inequality.
Though migrants can earn three times that of a rural farmer, they tend to work in the least desirable and most dangerous jobs, such as construction and mining, once they get to their mostly urban destinations. Once there, they are twice as poor as the urban people they live alongside. A shocking fact (relying on 2006 data) is that migrants make up 75 per cent of the deaths in construction and mining in China. (3)


	Mini Citation 
	1 Economist, “Ending Apartheid: The Rural-Urban Divide”
Schiavenza, “Mapping China’s Income Inequality”

3 Ha, Ji and Zhang, “Inequality and Internal Migration in  China”

	Connection to Thesis 
	The current situation of income inequality (especially in rural and coastal areas of the country) has roots, both long- and short-term. It will be shown that the origins lie in the poverty of the last (Qing) imperial dynasty as well as in the anti-rural policies of the Communist government that came into power in 1949. Thus, at the same time as there are roots, there are parallels between China in the 21st century and China in the Qing and under the Communists. Social unrest is a common factor today and in the 1800s.



Sub-topic 2: Qing Dynasty Roots of Inequality
	5. Point
	Qing government (1644-1911) policies were at first helpful to the poor.

	5. Example
	Qing government officials were apparently charged with helping widows and widowers who had fallen into poverty. There was even a penalty for failing to help: 60 bamboo strokes. (1) There were also structural supports such as poor houses, orphanages and Buddhist soup kitchens and emergency supplies of grain. (2) As the system became corrupt later into the 19th century these supports were rendered useless.


	Mini Citation (Last, Title, p.)
	1 Rowe, Hankow: Conflict and Community in a Chinese City, 1796-1895, p. 100 (cited in Schak, “Poverty”)
2 Rowe, Hankow: Conflict and Community in a Chinese City, 1796-1895, pp. 100-103 (cited in Schak, “Poverty”)



	6. Point
	Massive population growth by the 1700s led to more poverty and suffering, and the Qing government couldn’t keep pace.

	6. Example
	While China enjoyed the best living standard in the world in the Ming and early Qing dynasties (1), its population sprouted to 430 million by the middle of the 19th century (2). All these people had to live and farm somewhere. Though China did adapt by bringing in new crops from the New World – sweet potato, peanuts and tobacco – the farmers were becoming more and more squeezed onto previously unused land and were down to an average of about only three acres per farmer, some with only one acre (3). This trend toward tiny plots of land was reinforced by a social convention that held land be divided between sons rather than going only to the oldest son (4).
Even though the population expanded, the number of government officials did not. This was especially troublesome as those positions were needed to deal with government infrastructure such as flood control. In the north, famine caused by drought killed 9.5 million people from 1876 to 1879. (5
)

	Mini Citation 
	1 Asia for Educators, “Introduction to China’s Modern History”

2 Asia for Educators, “Qing China’s Internal Crisis”
3 AFE, “Intro”

4 AFE, “Intro”

5 AFE, “Qing China’s Internal Crisis”



	7. Point
	Opium War and its effects

	7. Example
	Around the same time the population was growing and causing such negative social effects, the Chinese government was facing increasing threats from the imperialistic west. Qing China was a major exporter of silk, porcelain and tea to Europe, which was purchased with silver. Britain wanted trade relations to unfold in a more traditional way, with import-export give and take. The Qianlong Emperor said ‘no thanks’ to such a western model of trade (PSD quote)(1). In 1760 the Qianlong Emperor created the “Canton System” by which foreign trade could only occur through the city of Canton (2). Britain decided to bring in the number one product in its nearby colony of India: opium. Accordingly, Britain smuggled in more and more opium; in 1800, 4500 chests of opium were sold, while in 1838 that number rose to 40 000. (3) It is estimated that by the late 1800s about 80 per cent of the village population of China was addicted to opium, causing them to fall behind economically. (4) In 1839, the Chinese court sent commissioner Lin Zexu to Canton to destroy all opium (which had been made illegal in 1836), not necessarily because of the addiction of the population but because of the loss of revenue for the state treasury. In response, the British sent ships and the First Opium War began. (5) The 1842 Treaty of Nanjing that ended that rout of a war placed harsh conditions on China that only caused more poverty and suffering. Not surprisingly, more treaty ports were opened and the Chinese had to pay a huge indemnity and severely reduce their import duties from 65 per cent to five per cent, further weakening the economy. (6) 


	Mini Citation (Last, Title, p.)
	1 Haberman and Shubert, The West and the World, p. 226. 
2 Yonglin, “Qing Dynasty”

3 Haberman and Shubert, p. 226.

4 Asia for Educators, “Qing China’s Internal Crisis”

5
6 Liu, “Opium Wars”

	8. Point
	As the country’s economy fell into a shambles and the government neglected the rural people, rebellions were an outlet for the frustration of the suffering peasantry. 

	8. Example
	From 1851 to 1864 China’s largest rebellion ever in its long history (1) was the Taiping. Led by Hong Xiuquan, a peasant who had failed his civil service exam and then went on to experience a hallucination and personal interpretation of Christianity, the rebellion encompassed up to one million “Taipings”, or members, over its long existence. His desire to overthrow the Qing dynasty was popular with the peasants. Equal land distribution was one of their policies as seen from this quote from “Land System of the Heavenly Dynasty (1853): 

“All the fields in the empire are to be cultivated by all the people alike. If the land is deficient in one place, then the people must be removed to another….Thus all the people in the empire may together enjoy the abundant happiness of the Heavenly Father, Supreme Lord, and Great God. There being fields, let all cultivate them; there being food, let all eat; there being money, let us all use it so that nowhere does inequality exist and no man in [sic] not well fed and clothed.”(2)
In particular, it was when he went to Guanxi province, to one of the poorest areas, that he first made his connection to the poorest of the poor. In the end, 20 million people lay dead after decades of unstable uprisings. (3)

	Mini Citation 
	1 Asia for Educators, “Introduction to China’s Modern History”

2 Quoted in Joseph William, Ed., Politics in China: An Introduction, p. 40.

3 Dai, “Taiping Rebellion”

	Connection to Thesis 
	All of these factors- tiny land plots, opium addiction, and decades of rebellion - were long-term causes of China’s current income gap. Though the line can’t be drawn directly between the Qing era and the 21st century, it is possible to see the Qing period as setting a foundation for the suffering of the massive peasantry. Something built up over hundreds of years is not easy to tear down or overcome. With hundreds of peasants still today, they are in somewhat of a similar situation in terms of being neglected. 
Today’s income gap is similar in that rural people suffer greatly, just like the participants in the Taiping Rebellion. By contrast, in the Qing, there wasn’t the issue of migrants from rural areas. Another similarity is the potential for social unrest. As seen through the Taiping Rebellions, the Qing period was a time of turmoil. Today’s social situation is likened to that. However, the government has a much firmer grip on the population now through the modern controls of governmental apparatus. Thousands of small examples of unrest happen all over China. None has of yet blossomed into a full-scale movement involving millions of coordinated people. The potential is there not in one mega-movement but in the sheer number of small protests
.  



Sub-topic 3: Communist Era Failings Regarding Equality
	9. Point
	Despite the new Communist government proclaiming its support for and deriving its base from peasants, rural poverty actually deepened post 1949 as economic policy favoured industrialization at the expense of agriculture.

	9. Example
	In accordance with its Communist ideology, the new government in power (the Chinese Communist Party) created a planned, centralized economy that outlawed private ownership of property. This is one factor cited in the decline of the rural population under Communism; the peasants had no more income from property. (1) Similarly, collectivization of agriculture (taking it out of the hands on individual farmers and into larger communes) brought with it equal yet low wages in the countryside. (2) Money was no longer the main source of income, with an “in kind” system replacing money. To the detriment of the rural population, the in-kind subsidies on items such as food, cloth, oil for eating and the like were mostly unavailable to the rural population. (3)
The most important plank in the new Communist government’s economic policy was industrialization. The countryside basically supported the growth of industry though the low prices paid for crops and the high taxes placed on farmers who grew them. (4) In turn this created unstable rural incomes made worse by widely varying quality of harvests and poor soil in some areas. (5) Meanwhile, industrial workers got some benefits in the areas of education, housing and health. (6) Farmers just could not get ahead in such a climate of denial. 


	Mini Citation (Last, Title, p.)
	1 Riskin, Zhao, Li, eds, China’s Retreat from Equality, p. 26

2. Riskin, Zhao, Li, eds, China’s Retreat from Equality, p. 26

3. Riskin, Zhao, Li, eds, China’s Retreat from Equality, p. 27

4. Darvin, “Inequality: China”
5. Darvin, “Inequality: China”

6. Darvin, “Inequality: China”



	10. Point
	If farmers could have escaped the countryside they could have made some progress. However, the Communist government created the hukou system to force them to stay in place. 

	10. Example
	With the Communists’ focus on industrialization and the growth of cities, they didn’t want to complicate the picture with a flood of migrants to urban areas. (1) Mao Zedong thus introduced the hukou system in 1959. (2) Every Chinese citizen was registered with their local area in order to receive benefits from that area’s local government. Still in existence, it is akin to an internal passport or a household registration document. (3) Farmers in the Communist era were thus stuck where they were. Even though the hoped-for post-1949 economic growth didn’t come through, the experience was even more stalled in the countryside. It built up to a huge extent; in 1949 there were 165 million such exposed farmers. By 1986 (less than a decade after economic reforms began) there were 380 million farmers with nowhere to go to better themselves. (4) Unless they migrated illegally.


	Mini Citation 
	1 Darvin, “Inequality: China”
2 Economist, “Ending Apartheid”

3. Schiavenza, “Mapping China’s Income Inequality”

4 Darvin, “Inequality: China”

	Connection to Thesis 
	The founding Communist era provided many of the direct, shorter term causes of today’s income inequality in China. With the focus on industrialization and neglect of rural areas, the Chinese government founded a system that to this day emphasizes the cities. In so doing it created the basis of the rural-urban divide which plays a huge role in income inequality in China. Though today’s Chinese government doesn’t necessarily neglect rural areas, its overall business strategy certainly does focus more on highly productive urban areas with their factories and large businesses. One consistency between earlier Communism and now is the hukou system. Created by Mao Zedong, it has directly led to a form of inequality that continues to be part of hundreds of millions of Chinese people’s daily lives. Despite some reforms, the hukou system is still largely in place and creates social disturbances in its wake. 
Throughout the Communist era the government was direct about wanting to bring progress to the country. However, in actual fact, economic progress was slow for all of the country, while decline was actually felt by the peasant farmers in the countryside. 


Sub-topic 4: Direct Triggers for Today’s Inequality
	11. Point
	Post-Mao economic reforms favoured coastal cities, leaving farming areas behind in the rush to economic reform. 

	11. Example
	One of the slogans of Deng Xiaoping’s reforms was “let some get rich quicker.” This was largely enacted. (?)
One of the first big post-Mao economic reforms was the decollectivization of agricultural land from 1977 to 1983 (1). While farmers experienced a relatively equal distribution of land (2), they experienced some new forms of inequality. Some off-farm businesses began to pop up which paid better wages than farming, introducing a new form of inequality into the countryside. Also, some rural areas were more strategically located vis a vis trade, such as the Pearl River Delta with its proximity to the world market via Hong Kong. Some poor mountainous areas that lacked such positioning just stayed poor, such as Shaanxi or Gansu. (3)

	Mini Citation (Last, Title, p.)
	? Riskin, Zhao, Li, eds, China’s Retreat from Equality, p. 18
1 Joseph, ed., Politics in China: An Introduction, p. 179

2 Darvin, “Inequality: China”

3 Darvin, “Inequality: China”

	12. Point
	The socio-economic consequences of income inequality are staggering and affect hundreds of millions of people in their ordinary lives. Attempts have been made at reforms in order to stave off the potential feared social uprisings. 

	12. Example
	Social statistics reflect the human impact of uneven economic realities: 36.5 per cent of China's poorest citizens are from its minority ethnicities (1); women face disproportionate discrimination in the economy (2), and the life expectancy and illiteracy rates are proportionately higher in poorer inland provinces/regions - while national life expectancy was 72.5 years in 2006, it was only 65.6 and 64.4 respectively in Yunnan and Tibet, two of China's poorest areas (3). Similarly, illiteracy rates nationally in 2010 were a very low 4.8%, whereas in Tibet they were a much higher 37.7% (4). 

Attempts have been made at reform, including to the hukou system. In Zhongshan, a model city in well-off southern and coastal Guangdong province, migrants could apply for urban hukou permits beginning in 2007. Applicants were selected on the basis of a points system for criteria such as education and property ownership. Still, out of a total migrant population of 1.6 million, only 30 000 applied. A riot in June 2012 by dissatisfied migrants led a local government official to pronounce the whole situation a “social control” problem. (5) Even with the supposed benefits migrants don’t want to commit to changing into urban hukou because they fear losing their land back home in the village. (6) 

	Mini Citation 
	1 Davin, “Inequality in China”
2 Davin, “Inequality in China”

3 Davin, “Inequality in China”

4 Davin, “Inequality in China”

5 Economist, “Ending Apartheid”

6 Economist, “Ending Apartheid”

	Connection to Thesis 
	The reforms of Deng Xiaoping following the death of Mao Zedong, though opening China up to trade, wealth and world exposure, in fact unintentionally triggered China to move toward greater income inequality. They deepened some of the problems of the 1949 to 1978 period. Once again the farmers were neglected (even though they were more free now), this time to help stimulate business growth. Though reforms to the hukou system have been well intentioned, the low number of people choosing to give up their land connection shows just how entrenched the issue is. Until rural migrants can find both better opportunities in the cities and certainty that their land won’t be taken away from them and their families, it’s unclear what the road forward will be. For now the trend is toward increasing income inequality. And when high is really high, low seems all the more low. The inability to solve this problem shows how engrained it is. A turning point cannot easily be found. 
Will unrest grow even more?


�This is a weak point/ex


�Need to number of current protests





