HSB 4U CCA: Ms. G’s Annotated Bibliography 

Hypothesis: 
Rather than being competitors for scarce jobs, retirees who return to or remain in the work force and youth struggling to get into the job market are both victims; neither older workers nor young workers can find jobs beyond the entry level in the challenging structure of Canada’s new economy. 

Bias and Reliability of Source 

Public Policy Forum. (N.d.). Employment challenges for Canadian youth in a changing economy. Canada’s Public Policy 

Forum. Retrieved from http://ppforum.com/sites/default/files/Youth Backgrounder - FINAL EN.pdf
A) What is the type and intended audience of your source? How do you know? Give examples.

The background report is written for members of the public service of Canada, officials of the government of Canada, and other people, including advocacy groups, that are interested in making improvements to the plight of young workers. I know this because on the Public Policy Forum’s website there is a page devoted to a conference for which this report was probably written. Also, in the last section of the report, policy questions are addressed. Only economists, corporations and public service agencies interested in the issue would want to move toward affecting policy. This section focuses on strategies and approaches that “stakeholders” can take to address the situation facing young workers:  “Which stakeholders are best placed to engage NEET youth and what should their role be?”
B) Does the information contain any emotionally charged words or phrases? Give examples and justify their use. If no, state an example that characterizes the non-biased nature of the source. (Note: emotion is an undesirable trait in this kind of source.)
No, the article does not contain emotionally charged words. It is written in a formal, academic style. Even when looking at the most dire statistics affecting the so-called NEET group (not in employment, education or training) of young people, the report is objective and uses an even-handed tone: “As a result, when we add the unemployed young and youth who are involuntarily not in the labour market, we find that there are 63% of the overall NEET youth population (570 000) who are in a vulnerable situation and who could benefit from employment programming support.”
C) Is the information factual and reasoned (rationally explained)? Explain and give an example. 

The information is factual and reasoned. Public Policy Forum uses statistics to show the background of the situation facing young workers following the 2009 recession. An example would be that Canada’s youth unemployment rate before the recession (2007) was 11.2%, whereas in 2010 it was 14.8%. It starts off by giving information about the impact of the recession on youth employment, then divides youth into two categories who are most affected by the structural changes to the economy. Finally it looks at ways that employers and governments could address these situations. 
D) Are sufficient facts used to support any positions/opinions offered? Explain and give an example. You must directly state which position/opinion the facts are supporting. All articles have a position, even if they are unbiased.
Yes, Public Policy Forum uses data to support its position that two types of Canadian youth are most affected by the structural changes in the Canadian economy that came about after the 2009 recession. For example, PINE or poorly integrated new entrants, who make up 5.5% of youth in Canada are sometimes called a “lost generation” that is severely vulnerable. Similarly, NEET, or those not in employment, education or training, make up 13% of Canadian youth and are sometimes referred to as “youth left behind” as evidenced by the statistic that of the 13%, 7.6% are not employed or unemployed, meaning they have given up looking for jobs. All of the data supports the opinion that these two groups are highly at-risk.  
E) What is each author’s background and qualifications? Write in your own words. If the author is unknown, examine the overall reliability of the source (not the database).

There is no direct author given. However, the organization that wrote the report is highly reliable. Canada’s Public Policy Forum is an NGO that aims to improve government services by having pubic service members collaborate with other groups in society. It is involved in research, collaboration, and advocacy in areas such as natural resources, energy, health, and the workforce – the subject of this report. All of its reports are well researched using citations and a bibliography/reference list. This particular report uses author date citations and a bibliography. It relies on data from the OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development), and the ILO, International Labour Organization.  Both are professional organizations that do their own research. 
F) Have the author’s opinions been carefully documented by using citations and reference lists? If so, which type? (APA, MLA, etc.) If no, why not? Justify using this source if it doesn’t have any references or citations.
The report uses author-date citations (APA embedded citations) to indicate the source of all statistics. At the end of the backgrounder there is a bibliography that lists the full citation of each source cited in the text. For example, the backgrounder makes numerous references to four OECD reports from 2009 and 2010 that deal with employment, the labour force, and youth in the workforce. An example would be OECD’s 2010 report, “Off to a good start? Jobs for youth.” 
