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HSB 4U CCA – Note-taking and Research Tips

Note-taking format (set up your page this way, please)

· Full APA citation at the top
· Page number in margin (if available – usually only for print sources)

· Notes in point form (hand-written)
· In your own words (paraphrasing) SAVE YOURSELF FROM PLAGIARISM NOW
· Use headings (write your own)
· Use indentations

· Make special note of data (statistics)

What kind of sources you’re looking for

· Canadian (you cannot generalize from American data)
· Could be more local if you’re specializing in one place (e.g., Toronto, Ontario)

· Recent (last 3-5 years is even getting a bit old)

· Not letters, book reviews, editorials or columns (you want info that relies on evidence, not biased opinions)

· Hard data (statistics) and research (see list of sources of data on blog – look for research/report sections on the websites given)
How to search databases

· For magazine and newspaper articles use EBSCO and Canadian Points of View from the YM library website
· If you have a Toronto library card you can access more databases 

· Limit your searches to recent Canadian articles and recent articles

· If you’re looking for scholarly social science research, limit to peer reviewed or scholarly journals


· It may help to use Canada in your search term (e.g., child poverty Canada)

· You may want to use search words such as consequences, effects, impacts (e.g., child poverty consequences)

Other sources

· Books, only if they’re recent and Canadian
· Social science textbooks, dictionaries, etc. (for background or definitions)

· Statistics Canada for hard data (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/start-debut-eng.html)

· Browse statistics by subject (on bottom) – then choose a sub-topic
· Once you select a subject choose information from: 
· Latest news releases from The Daily (brief one-page reports)
· Publications (list of what is available in HTML or PDF format)
· Information for analysts and researchers (choose abstract to read brief overviews)
The more effort you put into research now, the better your essay will be in the end.
