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From the introduction. 
“Almost everything that we know about Greek women is derived ultimately from a masculine source – from the things which men said about women, from the images of women which they created in literature and art, and from the informal rules and legal regulations they constructed in order to deal with women, Both as a group and as individuals, the women of ancient Greece are to a large extent creatures who have been invented by men.” (page 10)  

“Given that we are unable to get inside the minds of Greek women, what then is to be gained by studying the texts in which they appear?  …though Greek sources have to be treated with caution, they nevertheless have something to tell us about the reality of women’s lives during a significant period in Europe’s past.” (page 11) 
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From chapter 1

	Significance of this book
	“This narrative is particularly important because religious office is presented as the one arena in which Greek women assumed roles equal and comparable to those of men.”  

	“Important developments in scholarly thinking”
	“reassessment of the alleged seclusion of women in classical Athens and the implications of this for our undertanding of their public roles.” 

	Past trend in research
	“Over the past thirty years it has become a broadly accepted commonplace that Athenian women held wholly second-class status as silent and submissive figures restricted to the confines of the household where they obediently tended to domestic chores and child rearing.”

	Past trend based on selective sources
	“This has largely been based on the reading of certain well-known and privileged texts including those from Xenophon, Plato, and Thucydides, and from certain images of women from Greek drama.”

	Voices of dissent from past trend
	Women have been shown to have played more important roles in economic-decisions than previously thought; through large dowries some women controlled property within the household more than was thought; women are now thought to have been present at the performance of Greek dramas; women who were wives of citizens and held religious offices may have been viewed as citizens themselves.

	Author’s ultimate goal
	“…I will combine a variety of approaches and examine the widest range of material in order to gain the fullest understanding of the lived experience of the Greek priestesses.” 


