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CHY4U Historical Thinking Concepts
Historical Significance
We don’t accept that everything that ever happened is significant. We attach significance to certain people and events by using criteria – standards or reasons for our choices.
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Guideposts for Historical Significance:

1. Did the event result in change?

· With deep consequences 

· profundity – how did the change affect people?
· For many people 
· quantity – which group(s) of people did the change affect?
· Over a long period of time 
· durability – for how long did the change affect people?
2. Is it revealing?
· Does it help us understand the past?

· We often study ordinary people (e.g., lower classes, peasants, slaves, women) who didn’t necessarily cause change themselves but who experienced change. So, events chosen as historically significant reveal this unrecognized impact. 
3. Different people (groups) at different times have different views of what is considered to be significant. 

· A farmer and a king may have had different interpretations of what was most significant in their lives. 
· Perhaps a farmer felt certain technology to help water the fields was more important than the king’s great palace architecture.

In Your Life
If you were to sketch out the most significant events in your life so far, you would need some way to determine what standards to use in order to consider an event significant. Without knowing it, perhaps, you are using criteria (see “Criteria” video from TC2). 
CHY4U
How does the teacher decide which “events” to teach in this wide-ranging course – it is called WORLD history? The teacher has to decide what is significant. But the teacher has her own biases, of course.
Primary Evidence
“How do we know what we know about the past?” Things that are from the time periods we study are called primary sources. On the other hand, secondary sources such as textbooks are usually about a time period but were not created/written at the time that the events occurred.
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Guideposts for Primary Evidence
1. We interpret history based on the inferences we make about primary sources from the past. They can range from the most minute traces, such as sherds of pottery made thousands of years ago, to digital written records created last year.
2. Students have to source a piece of evidence when they study it. 

· Ask questions about when it was created, who created it. 

· What is the purpose of the author/creator in making this document or object? 
· What values and worldview do the authors/creators hold?

· The author/creator of the document or object may be aware of these factors, or he/she may not be aware of them (conscious or unconscious). 

3. Evidence has to be considered within its own historical setting. 

· What is the context (situation/environment) from which the evidence comes? 
· Under what social/economic/political conditions was it created? 
· In simple language: what historical events were occurring when the document or evidence was created?

4. When we ask questions about a source these allow us to make inferences. Since we can’t know these answers are necessarily correct we have to corroborate them, meaning we have to check other sources to see if our inferences are “correct”.
·  One document or object alone is not usually enough to give us accurate information about a time or place

·  Sometimes sources contradict each other – we have to search for more sources that can corroborate each other

In Your Life

What evidence will you leave of your life here in Canada in the 21st century? Will the meaning be obvious to historians or archaeologists of the future, or will they have to make inferences from it?
CHY4U 
This course is based on interpreting primary source documents. From the very beginning we’ll look at actual documents from history, not just what someone wrote about the past.
Continuity and Change
History is made interesting by the complexity and flow of events. One key pattern we look for is continuity, what remains the same from the past.  Another crucial pattern is change, what is different from the past. 
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Guideposts for Continuity and Change: 

1. Continuity and change can occur at the same time and are often closely interwoven. They are not opposites.
2. The pace of change isn’t always the same.
· How fast or slow does change occur?

· What hinders (prevents) and encourages change?
· Turning points are times when the pace or direction of change changes.

3. Progress and decline

· Change can benefit or harm different groups of people.
· Progress in something can lead to decline in something else. Sometimes there’s an inverse relationship between different groups – as one experiences progress the other suffers decline. 
4. Periodization

· How we divide time up (bundle it into periods) is interpretative. 

· For example, the labels that we use to conveniently divide the Middle Ages into three neat time periods (early, high, late) weren’t used at the time. Historians created them to help differentiate between the times.

In Your Life

Name something about yourself that has changed recently. Name something about yourself that has been the same for a long time. You definitely have some of both.
CHY4U
The course question, “how did we get here?” implies that certain things have continued from the past into today.
Vocabulary: 

change, block, prevent, forbid, stand in the way of, discourage, deter, impede, hinder, transform, fuel, derive from, continue, carry over, change direction, swerve, overlap, interwoven
Causes and Consequences
History is actually more about the why than the what. Why relates to causes. Consequences are effects and impacts of events. 
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Guideposts for Causes and Consequences

1. Most events have multiple causes and consequences, both short- and long-term.
2. Causes vary in influence.
· You have to assess or weigh which have more influence.
· What was the real cause of X?

· Which person/event/development did most to shape people’s lives in …?

3. Consequences bring changes - they result from inter-related factors:
· Individual people who take actions.
· Groups who take actions

· Social conditions/forces/isms
· What was going on at the time

4. Consequences can either be intended or unintended. Sometimes people mean for certain things to happen – that’s intended. Other times (most times) they can’t foresee what will result or they don’t predict the consequences – unintended.
5. The events of history weren’t inevitable 
· Nothing was 100% destined to happen as it did.
In Your Life

Write a personal timeline of all the events that brought you to this class. Make sure to include not only the most recent things (short-term) that happened to get you here but also events, actions and motivations that are more medium- and long-term. Have your personal plans always turned out exactly as you wished?
CHY4U
Again, the course question, “how did we get here?” implies that the past has contributed to the present in a causal way. We must figure out how.
Vocabulary:

Mid- to long-term: encourage, motivate, develop, exacerbate, exaggerate, extend, underlie, lead to, contribute to, influence, support, drive, motivate, lay groundwork for, enable, inspire, conspire, culminate in. Short-term: trigger, spark, incite, catalyze, push, pull.
Historical Perspectives
Understanding the people of the past requires understanding the different social, cultural, intellectual and even emotional contexts that shaped people’s lives and actions in the past. 
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Guideposts for Historical Perspective
1. There’s a big difference between the worldviews of people today (beliefs, values, motivations) and the worldviews of people in the past. Recognizing this gap is crucial. Otherwise, we’ll assume they thought or acted like us. 
2. Avoid presentism (imposing our own standards or values on the past)
· Don’t assume people held the same values as us or thought the same way
· Compared to what we face today, what relevant circumstances were different for them in the past (e.g., technology, media, economy, religion, family life, communication, recreation, etc.)?

· Just because technology might have been different in the past, it doesn’t mean it wasn’t highly advanced for its time. 

3. When you interpret primary evidence, you must look at it within the historical context of its own time and from the historical perspective of who created/wrote it. 
4. There are many different historical perspectives on events in the past held by different historical actors.
· Different groups of people had different views on events. 
· Some people may have dissented from (disagreed with) the mainstream views of society.

In Your Life

Do you have anyone in your family history that had a name that is no longer popular today? Would that person’s name have been considered “funny” then? 
CHY4U
Generally we don’t want to judge the past by today’s values, however, in this course, there are so many gigantic issues that may cause us to override presentism with an ethical judgement: slavery, genocide, women’s rights over time, etc.   
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