Name: Ms. Gluskin Sample 2017-18 

Date & time of app’t: ______________

CHY 4U CCA: Thesis Conference
      /7 marks [T recorded in T process for CCA]
Fill out this form completely and accurately. Bring it to your scheduled appointment along with all your notes and previous steps. Marks may be given for preparedness and ability to discuss the questions in an informed and detailed manner.
1. How have you gone from a broad topic to a more narrow focus for your essay? (In other words, what did you ask/research in order to get from a big topic to a smaller focus?)
Not knowing much beyond the fact that Boko Haram kidnapped girls in Nigeria, I began by finding out more about Boko Haram: who are they, what do they want, what else do they do? I also read about the Nigerian government’s reaction to Boko Haram’s insurgency. Then, since I had been reading so much about the ineffectiveness of Nigerian government institutions’ ability to contain Boko Haram, I shifted focus to Nigerian history: I found that Islam has been strong in the north for a long time; British colonial policy emphasized decentralization of the regions; post-independence has been a rough ride of military rule, civil war, violence, corruption, regionalism; the north has been experiencing anti-government militancy since the 1980s of which Boko Haram is just one permutation. That led me to focus mostly on the north and to search back for the origins of regionalism in British colonial policy. 
2. List the main sub-topics you’ll be using in your essay: also jot down some of the things (evidence) that might go into each sub-topic. The order should be logical, not random. There is no required number of sub-topics but you must focus on the historical component, with only 30% of evidence coming from the current issue. Below you will find one suggested method of organizing your information; this one is more chronological (that’s what it says on the original worksheet).  A thematic approach may work better for you. Either way, overview of current issue should go first so your essay does not become a story.
Note: Ms. G chose a thematic approach because she didn’t want to tell a chronological story. You need a minimum of 2 examples in a sub-topic. You need a total of 12 examples.
	Name of Sub-topic
	Evidence that will go in sub-topic
	Order

	Overview of current issue
	1. Boko Haram kidnappings of girls in 2014
2. Gov’t vs Boko Haram cycle of violence 2014 to present (state of emergency, counter-insurgency)
Maybe: International attention on Boko Haram


	1 (Note: everyone must start with this sub-topic with no more than 4 examples – 3 preferred)

	Theme 1: decentralization of Nigeria going back to colonial times
	3. Royal Niger Company and Frederick Lugard
4. Lugard and the 3 protectorates – economic interests (palm oil, railway)

5. Colonial administration: decentralization, ethnic/religious divide (will include PSD)

	2

	Theme 2: pervasive corruption in Nigeria to the point of state failure
	6. Military rule from independence in 1960 almost until 1999
7. Law enforcement and security institutions do not operate in a moral or legal way

8. Gap between rich and poor increasing, low standard of living despite oil wealth
	3

	Theme 3: Rise of Islamic fundamentalism in northern Nigeria
	9. Islam in the region: rise of Fulani-Hausa people in north (1400s), 1800s Dan Fodio, 1903 resistance – British defeat Sokoto Caliphate in north
10. 1979 – 1989 issue of Shariah implementation in northern states
11. Maitatsine movement in 1970s and 80s
12. Rise of Boko Haram since 1995 (3 main leaders over time and declaration of caliphate)


	4

	Theme 4: External influences on rise of Islamic fundamentalism 
	13. Saudi Arabia: Wahabism and possible funding
14. Nigeria’s membership in Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) since 1986
Note: This sub-topic is not going to be used for sure. I still don’t have great info on it and it doesn’t make or break the thesis.
	5


3. Write your preliminary thesis statement or your tentative thesis statement. (Make sure it is an argument that can be proved with evidence. It should not be a statement of fact, nor simply an intent or summary. It should refer to continuity and change and/or causes and consequences.) THESIS = ARGUMENT + SUB-TOPICS DESCRIBED
Note: in this essay, you’ll probably have too many sub-topics to put in your thesis statement – have a main argument and then identify how it is supported by examination of  patterns of continuity/change and causes/consequences.

The Islamic fundamentalist extremism of Boko Haram is and was a symptom of Nigeria’s longstanding problems with regionalism and corruption at the expense of unity; decentralized patterns formed in colonial times under British rule repeated themselves regularly after independence and resulted in the rise of Islamic terrorist groups such as Boko Haram in the northern areas of the country that felt huge resentment over the blatant ineffectiveness of the national government. 
4. Describe any areas of concern. These may relate to any aspect of the essay or essay-writing process. 

Too much information – can’t include everything! Is it okay to leave parts of the story out?

CHY 4U CCA: Planning for Future Research and Essay Structure

(sub-topics, not paragraphs yet)

[image: image1]

We are not emphasizing intro or conclusion at this point – just the body





Next steps: 


1. Finish research notes by ___________ (identify sub-topics that need more examples).


2. Complete Essay Outline (see template on blog) (due. __________). You’re looking for 12 examples in total, including maximum of 4 for current issue.
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Curriculum Expectations for Thesis Development:

A1.4– interpret and analyze evidence and information relevant to their investigations, using various tools, strategies, and approaches appropriate for historical inquiry. A1.7 – evaluate and synthesize their findings to formulate conclusions and/or make informed judgements or predictions about the issues/events, and/or developments they are investigating. 

