CHY 4U Imperialism in the Middle East

Ottoman Empire (1280? – 1923)

WHO WERE THEY?

· Muslim Turks who defeated the Christian Byzantines (their capital was Constantinople)

· Descendants of Osman = the Ottomans

RISE OF OTTOMANS

Eventually came to control the Balkans in SE Europe in the 14th century

· Conquered and made Constantinople their capital in 1453 (came to be called Istanbul).

· Came to control Syria, Egypt and the Hijaz (area around Mecca and Medina), then the heart of Arab lands (Eventually the Ottomans would come to control most of the Middle East except Iran).

· Thus they controlled the holy cities of Islam (Mecca and Medina) and Judaism and Christianity (Jerusalem).

· Suleyman the Magnificent is considered the greatest Ottoman sultan.

· He conquered Rhodes, Belgrade, defeated the Hungarians, attacked Vienna, and took most of the coastal area of North Africa.

· Each non-Muslim millet (religious community) had its own head and organization. 

· They were allowed to exist in relative toleration.

DECLINE OF OE

· The Empire began a slow decline around 1571 when they were defeated in a naval battle, but the best known date is 1683 when the Ottomans failed to capture Vienna.

· Europeans began calling the Ottoman Empire Turkey in the 18th century, and it was also referred to as the “sick man of Europe.”

· Soon Ottoman armies were losing power to the Habsburgs of Austria and the Russian czars (whom they had previously fought over access to the Black Sea). 

· They lost Hungary, the Crimea, and control over Orthodox Christians within the Ottoman Empire (Russia now spoke for Serbs, Bulgars, Albanians, Romanians and Greeks = pan-Slavism). 

· Bosnia was occupied and then annexed by Austria, which annoyed Serbia and Russia.
BRITISH RELATIONS WITH OE

Britain came to have more of an interest in the Ottoman Empire when passage to India no longer required a trip around the southern tip of Africa. 

· Thus land routes to India crossed Ottoman territories and Britain became a chief protector of the empire. 
· Especially against Russian advances (Crimean War) and traded heavily with it.

· To protect its shipping Britain came to control Aden, Cyprus and Egypt (along with some other Persian Gulf rulers). 

FRENCH RELATIONS WITH OE

· France also had close ties with the Ottoman Empire, both commercial and diplomatic. 
· It had an interest in the Maronite Christians in Syria (modern day Lebanon), thus French schools and the French language came to be important in that area of the Ottoman Empire.

· The French controlled and opened the Suez Canal in 1869 (a route to India – which annoyed the British – however the British came to own Egypt’s shares in the canal by 1875). France had other interests in North Africa (Tunisia, Morocco). 

INTERNAL REFORMS

Some reforms were introduced internally in the OE

· The Tanzimat, or reorganization.
· Opposition groups included the Young Turks and their Committee of Union and Progress (CUP – who became more Turkish nationalist as time went on).

· The Ottoman Empire allied with Germany in World War I. 
WWI AND AFTERMATH

· Britain saw OE’s alliance with Germany as a threat to interests in Egypt. 
· Therefore it began dealing with Sharif Husayn of Mecca, of the Hashemite clan (meaning direct descendant of the Prophet Muhammad), in order to get him to revolt against the Ottomans in the Hijaz. 
· In return the British would help establish independent Arab governments in the Arabian Peninsula and Fertile Crescent, excluding “portions of Syria lying to the west of the areas of Damascus, Homs, Hama and Aleppo.” 
· The controversy is whether this included Palestine or not. 
· Where European Jews had already begun settling in small numbers as part of an attempt to create a national homeland (Zionism).
ARAB REVOLT

· The Arab Revolt against the Ottoman Empire came in 1916. 
· Arab troops combined with British to gain control over Ottoman areas, including Palestine, Syria (which came under the control of Husayn’s son Faisal), and Iraq. 

· However, behind the scenes, Britain and France had been negotiating over the fate of these same lands. 
· France wanted Syria (including Lebanon and Palestine). 
· The Arabs were to be given some land in the Arabian desert. 
· Jerusalem was to be governed internationally because the Russians wanted protection for Orthodox Christians. 
· The Arabs felt betrayed. 

BALFOUR DECLARATION

· Around the same time (1917), the British government published the Balfour Declaration, stating that 

His Majesty’s Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country. 

· This was obviously controversial as it left in doubt the ability of the Arabs (9/10s of the population) in Palestine to control their own destiny, now not only owing to continued Jewish immigration but also British intentions. 

CONTINUED NEGOTIATIONS

· After the Treaty of Versailles, an American investigative commission went to the Middle East to find out what people there wanted. 
· They found that the Arabs wanted an independent government under Faisal and a reduction in Jewish immigration to Palestine as well as the elimination of the idea of a Jewish national home. 
· The findings of the commission were shelved. 
· Instead Britain and France worked it out amongst themselves.

MANDATES

After WWI the victorious allies created the League of Nations, and it would create colony-like mandates in former territories of defeated powers such as the Ottoman Empire.

· Britain got mandates in Iraq and Palestine (including present day Jordan). 
· France got mandates in Syria and Lebanon. 
· Faisal was driven out of Damascus by the French. 
· The Hijaz was independent (under Husayn – but the British supported his enemies, the Saudis, because he refused to accept the treaty creating the mandates).  

Selected Individual Countries

Egypt

· Nationalist sentiment against British control. The British wouldn’t stand for it and occupied Cairo in 1882 – supposedly temporarily – but they stayed. Nationalist sentiment wanted British troops out.

· After World War I nationalism rose again under Sa’d Zaghlul, who led an Egyptian delegation, the Wafd, trying to gain recognition at the Paris Peace Conference. The British exiled Zaghlul and a riot ensued: “Egypt for the Egyptians.”

· In 1922 Britain did end its protectorate over Egypt but it reserved the right to control four main areas, including defense. King Fuad became the ruler and the Wafd won parliamentary elections but they and the king clashed over the years.

· Under King Faruq, an Anglo-Egyptian Treaty was signed in 1936, eliminating the four reserved points. But he too clashed with the Wafd and Egypt’s social and economic problems grew worse.

· The Society of Muslim Brothers advocated against westernization. 
· Nationalism, liberalism and democracy had done little for Egypt, they said. 

· After World War II, nationalism was strong and Egypt sent troops against the newly declared state of Israel. 
· It was a military disaster for Egypt, discrediting the government. 

· In 1952 there was a military coup and Faruq abdicated.
· Colonel Gamal Abd al-Nasser came to power. He led Egypt into Six-Day War with Israel. 
· Anwar Sadat comes to power in 1970; after leading Egypt into the Yom Kippur War versus Israel in 1973, he finally signs a peace treaty between Egypt and Israel in 1979 and Egypt regains the Sinai Peninsula. He is killed in 1981 and succeeded by Hosni Mubarak. 

· Mubarak has a strong grip on power; the main opposition party, the Muslim Brotherhood, is restricted, as are other reformists. 

· 2011: protests culminate in Tahrir Square protests. Mubarak resigns. This is the so-called Arab Spring. The army takes power. 

· 2012: Muslim Brotherhood leader Mohammed Morsi wins national elections. New government doesn’t include any liberal secularists. 

· 2012: referendum on a new constitution is held. 

· 2013: military takes Morsi out of power and bans Muslim Brotherhood. 

Iran

· Persian nationalism grew between 1870 and 1914.
· British companies struck oil in southern Iran in 1908, Russian interest in Iran as well.
· Reza Shah Pahlavi began his rule in 1925 (monarchy).
· 1960s: the Shah introduces westernizing reforms. 

· In 1979 a revolution overthrew the Shah and brought Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini to power in this new theocracy where Muslim clerics hold major power.

· 1980-1988: Iran-Iraq War. 

· 1999: pro-democracy student protests are put down. Reformists seek power in parliament but are thwarted by conservatives.

· 2000s: Iran seeks to restart its nuclear program and the International Atomic Energy Agency imposes economic sanctions on Iran.

· 2008: Iran under President Ahmadinejad and Iraq start cooperating.  

· 2015: US and international community and Iran reach preliminary nuclear deal that will lift some sanctions.

Arabian Peninsula/Saudi Arabia

· Wahhabi revolt to purify Islam in the mid-18th century, joined forces with the Saud family.
· Ibn Saud and his family sent into the empty part of the desert by the Rashid tribe (friends of the Ottomans).
· Saud family defeated Sharif Husayn in 1924 and took Mecca and Medina. 

· Created the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 1932 and Ibn Saud came to be a respected Arab leader.
· Saudi Arabia was poor up to the late 1930s when oil was discovered (Arabian-American Oil Company (Aramco) is given the concession).
· 1973: Saudi Arabia won’t sell oil to western allies of Israel. Prices rise.

· 1980: Saudi Arabia finally takes over 100% of Aramco. 

· 1991: Saudis side with US in first Gulf War and allow US to station troops on its soil in preparation for their liberation of neighbouring Kuwait. 

· 1994: government revokes citizenship of Osama Bin Laden.

· 2001: many of the World Trade Centre bombers are of Saudi origin. 

· Opposition grows, including al Qaeda, inside the state but is repressed. Others protest for human rights, especially for women. 

· Saudi forces fight against Houthi rebels in southern neighbour Yemen. 

Iraq

· With many Arabs unhappy and rebelling against British control, the British put Faisal (Sharif Husayn’s son) on the throne and Iraq gained independence in 1932 as a monarchy.
· Monarchy overthrown in 1958. New republic created. 

· Saddam Hussain becomes president in 1979. He is from a small Sunni Muslim sect while the majority of the population is Shia, especially in the south, closer to Iran. 

· Iran-Iraq War from 1980-1988. US sided with Iraq. 
· 1990-1991: First Gulf War after Iraq invades Kuwait. US coalition forced Iraq out of Kuwait but Saddam Hussain was left in power. 

· Growing fear Saddam Hussain is trying to develop a nuclear program and has weapons of mass destruction. 

· 2003: Second Gulf War sees US and allies attack Iraq. US remains until 2010. Sunni-Shia clashes increase. After fleeing, Saddam Hussain is found and executed in 2006. 
· 2012- sectarian violence increases nearly to the point of civil war, with a rising military force of Islamists 

· 2014: Islamic State captures territory and declares a caliphate (rule of a religious leader = caliph). US and allies fight it via air strikes. 

Syria
· Ottomans are forced out of power in 1918 by the British and Faisal. At this time Syria is a geographically much larger entity than its current version. 

· Faisal becomes king in 1920 but flees later the same year after the French take over the mandate of Syria-Lebanon. 

· Anti-French nationalism stirs for the 1920s and part of the 1930s. 

· France finally leaves Syria in 1946. 

· Syria participates in the attack on Israel in the Six Day War and loses the Golan Heights.

· 1970 coup brings Hafez al-Assad to power.
· 1976 Syrian Army begins its interference in Lebanese politics in favour of the Christian Maronite population that used to be the majority group and now wants to hold onto power. 

· Syria supports Iran in the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq War. 

· When Israel invades Lebanon in 1982 Syria’s army supports Lebanon and remains there until 2005. 

· 1990: Syria joins the US-led coalition against Iraq in the first Gulf War. 

· 2007: Israeli air force attacks a supposed nuclear site in Syria.

· Longstanding claims the Syria supports militant organization Hezbollah in Lebanon. 

· 2011 – violent protests against the government begin. The government hardens its position and many are killed, beginning a civil war. There are claims that government forces use chemical weapons. 
· 2013: Islamist forces get involved in the conflict in Syria. By 2014 they have proclaimed a portion of Syria and Iraq as a new caliphate. US and allied countries send air strikes against it. 

Yemen;

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14704951
