CHY 4U Unit 3, Activity 4 

China’s Response to Imperialism and Lead Up to Revolution

a) Imperialism in China

· 1839 – 1842 First Opium War 
· 1856 – 1860 Second Opium War (Arrow War)

· 1894 – 1895 Sino-Japanese War  
· 1931 Japanese invasion of northern China (Manchuria)
· 1937 – 1945 Japanese invasion of China (2nd Sino-Japanese War)
b) Internal Decline in China

· Hard life for peasants, huge population growth continued
· Corrupt Qing dynasty didn’t maintain canals and irrigation, leading to floods

· 1859 – 1864 Result: Taiping Rebellion 

· Peasant revolt: wanted land reform (land re-distribution to benefit peasants, not just feudal lords) - ended by gov’t, millions died (see handout)
c) Chinese Responses to Imperialism and Internal Decline

· 1860s – 1890s – Self Strengthening Movement (reform movement focused on Confucianism + modernization + Westernization to combat recent weaknesses but not anti-government)
· 1899 – 1901 – Boxer Rebellion versus Christian foreigners (resulted in foreign occupation of Beijing)
· 1911 – 1912 – Revolution resulting in creation of the Republic of China  
· 1945 – 1949 Civil War between Kuomintang (Nationalists) and Chinese Communists
· 1949 People’s Republic of China created when Communists won the civil war
