Sem 2, 2018-19 Curriculum Expectations: A1.1: Formulate different types of questions to guide investigations into issues, events and developments in world history; A1.2: Select and organize relevant evidence and information on aspects of world history from a variety of sources; A1.10: Use appropriate terminology when communicating results of investigations;  

CHY4U CCA: First Set of Notes and Historical Context /Current Topic Overview Worksheet
 (     /5 marks for notes on four sources [T process]  +      / 25 marks for this worksheet [K])
Cite all information used to answer questions in this format: (Name of book/article/source, p.___, url if appropriate).  Not having citations will reduce your marks. Type your answers and expand the space as you need it. 
Current Issue: The stateless Kurds
1. Overview of current issue (     /4 marks) What is the basic issue/problem/conflict today (or recently or in the last five years)?Answer W and H questions.
Note: Since Kurds live in Syria, Turkey, Iraq and Iran, events involving them cross countries and will be referred to country by country, for the most part. Iran will not be examined in this essay research process even though it does have a significant Kurdish population. 

In mid-2014 when ISIS put on a big attack in the Iraq-Syria area of the Middle East, the peshmerga (Kurdish guerilla fighters) got assistance from aerial strikes coordinated by a new international coalition including the US. Turkish Kurds also went to assist. Kurds emerged in control of Kobane, a city close to the Turkish border, by Jan. 2015. By March 2019, the Kurds and allies had gained control of most of ISIS territory and proclaimed the end of the ISIS caliphate (BBC, Who are the Kurds?, 2019).
On Oct. 6, 2019  US President Donald Trump agreed to withdraw US troops from Turkish-Syrian border areas  The US said it would leave the border area to enable a ‘safe zone’ that was to be created by Turkey to resettle Syrian refugees and remove Kurdish soldiers (BBC, Who are the Kurds, 2019). 
As civil war went on in Syria, Kurdish forces stepped in and in Jan. 2014 declared autonomous administrations in the cities of Afrin, Kobane and Jazira (done by the PYD – Democratic Union Party). They expanded their claim in March 2016 to include other non-Kurdish areas as a “federal system” called Rojava, but this was rejected by the US, Turkey, Syria and the Syrian opposition. It was not a direct request for independence but signalled a desire for a definite increase in control and guarantee of rights (BBC, Who are the Kurds, 2019). 
In Sept. 2017 the Kurdish region of Iraq held an independence vote that the central  government of Iraq claimed was illegal; 3.3 million people voted and 90% of them voted for independence. But the Iraqi president nullified it. This was followed by an Iraqi troop invasion of the area and Kirkuk, the largest Kurdish city and also an oil-rich one (BBC, Who are the Kurds, 2019).
2. Background of current issue – historical roots  (     /9 marks)
For background, identify specific things that happened before your current issue that influenced it. You may have to go very far back. Use categories that apply (excluding the when and who questions below). 
· Internal influences (since Kurds have no state and the topic is cross-national, most events will be categorized as external)
· Turkey’s past history with its Kurdish minority population has played a huge role in how it reacts to and interprets events related to the Kurds. For example, after decades of guerilla warfare against the PKK starting in 1978, (Kurdish Workers’ Party), Turkey is very sensitive to anything that will stir up Kurdish activism within Turkey. (BBC News, Who are the Kurds, 2019)
· Long history of persecution, relocation, cultural restrictions since 1920s against the Kurds of Turkey who comprise 15-20 % of the Turkish population.  (BBC News, Who are the Kurds, 2019). Socialism grew in Turkey from the 1950s on. However, a split developed between Turkish socialism and Kurdish socialism in the 1970s. The PKK formed in 1974 and was more nationalistically focussed (which is why other socialists didn’t like it). They openly fought against the state in a guerilla war. (Laciner and Ball, The Ideological and Historical Roots of Kurdist Movements In Turkey: Ethnicity Demography, Politics, 2004)

· The repression of Kurds in Syria (see Medium Term)

· The repression of Kurds in Iraq (see Medium Term)
· External influences
· The Turkish desire to become a member of the EU acted as a barrier to its non-execution of Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the longstanding Kurdish resistance against Turkey. Fearing criticism of its human rights policy and use of capital punishment, Turkey decided to take a more moderate approach to Ocalan and kept him imprisoned on an island in Istanbul starting in 1999. ("A dramatic change; Turkey's Kurdish rebels." The Economist, February 21, 2015)
· Long-term (pre-1900) origins
· A few early simmerings of Kurdish nationalism could be seen against the Ottoman Empire in the 1880s. Ubeydallah wrote to the British requesting support for his uprising. However, the authors Bulloch and Harvey (who are quoted in this article) therefore argue that the 1880 uprising wasn’t nationalistically Kurdish but more on the basis of a tribal/feudal leader seeking assistance against the imposition of Ottoman state taxes. They also argue that many Kurdish officials (tribal leaders) took on Ottoman government positions at this time as the Ottoman Empire sought to reward them for loyalty.  (Laciner and Ball, The Ideological and Historical Roots Of Kurdist Movements In Turkey: Ethnicity Demography, Politics, 2004)
· The 1920 Treaty of Sevres originally contained an idea for a Kurdish state but eventually when the treaty was not ratified the lands were divided up amongst other countries (1923) and no Kurdish state was ever created. (Encyclopedia Britannica, Kurds). 
· Medium-term (last 50-ish years) causes
· Syria’s repression of its Kurdish population. See 1962 and 1973 in WHEN section below.  
· From 1979 to 1999, many (up to 20%) PKK fighters in Turkey were actually Kurds from Syria. (Gale, Kurdish Conflicts, 2018). This must have further aggravated Turkey and potentially caused it to stop allowing US cooperation at the border more recently.
· Iraq’s harsh treatment of its Kurdish population – see 1961-1975 and 1970s in WHEN section below.
· In 2002 Iraqi forces left major cities including Erbil, leaving Kurds in control of 15, 400 sq miles of historic Kurdistan (Kutschera, Kurdish Autonomous Zone, 2004). The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has been a semi-independent region of Iraq since being constitutionally sanctioned in 2005. Kirkuk is officially outside of this area by about 60 miles but the Kurds claim it, leading to conflicts with the Iraqi government. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations. The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation. 2017.)
· Turkey’s repression of its Kurdish population led to the PKK’s guerilla warfare against it, a state of crisis for most of the 1980s and 1990s. (see INTERNAL events above)
· Short-term (trigger events) causes
· None at this time (I might include the Syrian Civil War and emergence of ISIS but I don’t have any research on it at this time)
· Political factors
· There are political divisions amongst Kurdish political factions, e.g., the PKK of Turkey is leftist; Barzani and Talabani’s regimes in Iraq have quarreled. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations. The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation. 2017.) The impact has been to make it somewhat easier for foreign powers to divide and conquer or take advantage of Kurds as they have not been politically united. 
· Turkey’s desire to become an EU member (see External events above)
· Economic factors
· Oil in Kirkuk has pushed Iraq to resettle Arabs in the area and to force the resettlement of Kurdish migrants elsewhere in Iraq.  (BBC News, Who are the Kurds, 2019) This supports the theme of Kurds being repressed when it is expedient for countries who want their land or resources.
· Interestingly, Turkey has built relations with the Iraqi Kurdish region (Kurdish Regional Government – 16 000 square mile area in northeastern Iraq) for its oil resources, which Turkey needs, and for trade in general. Yet at times Turkey has also threatened to close down the pipeline. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations. The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation. 2017.) This demonstrates expedience and self-interest as drivers of relationships with Kurds. 
· Religious factors
· Most Kurds are Sunni Muslims and this does not seem to be an issue as most of the events are in Muslim-majority countries. Religion is not at the heart of any of these issues. (Kutschera, Kurds, 2004)
· Social factors
· Repression of Kurds’ rights in Iraq, Syria and Turkey – see Medium term causes above
· Intellectual factors
· none

· Artistic factors
· none

· Technological factors
· none

· Other things you think you’ll need to examine

· none

3. When questions (      /4 marks)
Identify some significant events and their dates related to the historical roots of your issue. Also briefly explain how they are related to your topic. Do NOT just copy out a timeline – you must select the relevant dates and explain their relevance. 
In the 1840s Ottoman Kurdistan was independent within the Ottoman Empire, led by Amir Bedir Khan (Kutschera, Kurds, 2004). This is an early example of limited autonomy of Kurds, an old idea that is sought after by modern Kurds.
From 1879-80 in the Ottoman Empire there was an uprising of Kurds against the Ottomans and Iran led by Sheikh Ubaydallah (Hassanpour, Kurdish Revolts, 2004). This is an early example of Kurdish nationalism, a force that continues to exist in multiple, complicated forms today.

After WWI, the 1920 Treaty of Sevres made provisions for an independent Kurdish state but it did not come into being. By 1923, the creation of modern Turkey overrode it as Syria, Turkey and Iraq divvied Kurdish lands (and thus people) between them (BBC, Who are the Kurds, 2019). This is an instance of outside powers determining the fate of Kurdish people, an unfortunate theme in Kurdish history. 
In 1946 a Kurdish Republic was formed in northwestern Iran (Hassanpour, Kurdish Revolts, 2004). It was called Mahabad. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations, The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation, 2017) This is an example of the continued desire to form a Kurdish state, at least in some parts of the Kurdish world.
From 1961-1975 there were a series of revolts against Iraq led by Barzani’s KDP (Kurdish Democratic Party) (Hassanpour, Kurdish Revolts, 2004). This campaign against Iraq demonstrates the Iraqi Kurds’ willingness to fight against their oppressors for their rights, a fight which continues to this day.
In 1962, Syria repressed its Kurdish population by removing their citizenship if they could not prove that they had been resident in Syria before 1945. The result was that 120 000 Kurds could no longer have access to citizenship rights for them or their families. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations, The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation, 2017) This is a strong example of repression of the stateless Kurds. 
From the 1970s on the Iraqi government resettled Arabs in Kirkuk (an oil-rich city with a Kurdish population, though not exclusively so) and forced resettlement of Kurds to other parts of the country. When the 1980s Iran-Iraq War came and Kurds sided with Iran, this would lead to reprisals (BBC, Who are the Kurds?, 2019). This shows that when resources were at stake, the Iraqi government was willing to push its Kurdish population aside.
In 1973, President Assad of Syria began resettling Arabs in the area of Syria near the Turkish border. The region became known as the “Arab Belt.” (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations, The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation, 2017) When it was expedient for governments to do so, they would ignore the rights of their Kurdish populations. 
The PKK (Kurdish Workers’ Party) was formed in 1978 by Abdullah Ocalan to fight first for an independent state and then (1984) to fight against Turkey in an armed struggle (BBC, Who are the Kurds?, 2019). This is a highly significant event as the guerilla warfare used against Turkey for decades would go on to make Turkey incredibly nervous about any Kurdish movements around its border areas, specifically the Kurds in Kobani, even if they were fighting against ISIS. 

From 1986-1989 Saddam Hussein, the President of Iraq, carried on a war of revenge against the Kurds of Iraq for supporting Iran in the Iran-Iraq War. He is said to have used chemical weapons. Mustard gas was used on the village of Halabja resulting in 5000 dead. In total 50 000 to 180 000 Kurds were dead and thousands more made into migrants. (Kurdish Conflicts, 2018) This is further evidence of Iraq’s willingness to repress its Kurdish population.
In 1991, at end of the first Gulf War with Iraq’s defeat, Kurds staged an uprising led by Massoud Barzani of the KDP and Jalal Talabani of the PUK, Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. The US cooperated by enforcing a no-fly zone so self-rule for a few years began with PUK and KDP cooperation. The two parties stopped cooperating a few years after this. (BBC, Who are the Kurds?, 2019) This shows the promise of autonomy being compromised by Kurdish factionalism. It also shows outside support of the Kurds at times. 
4. Who questions (      /5 marks)
Name some key people related to your current issue and its historical background. Make sure to identify their position (who they were, what they did) and relevance to your topic.

current

Recep Tayyip Erdogan is the current President of Turkey. He has held this position since 2014. Before holding this position, he was Prime Minister of Turkey from 2003 to 2014. He has been directly involved in requesting US troops to leave the Syria-Turkey border region which in turn allowed Turkish troops to clear the area of Kurdish forces. He has taken an interesting stand on Kurdish guerilla leader Ocalan by negotiating with him for a ceasefire. (Kingsley, “Who Are the Kurds, and Why Is Turkey Attacking Them in Syria?”, 2019)
Donald Trump is the current US President. He has cooperated with Turkish President Erdogan in withdrawing US forces from the Turkey-Syria border area, resulting in the siege of Kobani. He has also not supported Iraqi Kurds in their declaration of independence. Yet, the US has provided training to Iraqi Kurds fighting against ISIS in Iraq and Syria. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations, The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation, 2017) Trump’s actions have both hurt and helped Kurds.
Bashar al-Assad is the current President of Syria. He has held this position since 2000. Since 2014 Assad has been fighting off an ISIS incursion and a civil war that includes Syrian Kurdish fighters. (Kingsley, “Who Are the Kurds, and Why Is Turkey Attacking Them in Syria?”, 2019)
Assad’s complicated position – fighting off multiple opponents – leaves him pushing against the Kurds as well. 
Massoud Barzani is the son of Mustafa Barzani, founder of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (of Iraq). He became leader of the Kurdish Democratic Party after his father died in 1979. He remains in this position today and is the leader of Iraqi Kurds’ autonomous region.  (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations, The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation, 2017)
historical

Abdullah Ocalan is the founder of the PKK, the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, in Turkey, which sought to protect Kurdish peoples’ rights within Turkey where they were heavily restricted. He led them in guerilla warfare against the Turkish state for most of the 1980s and 1990s (Encyclopedia Britannica, Kurds). He was captured by Turkish agents in 1999 and has been in prison since (The merits of keeping Ocalan alive, The Economist, 1999). He is relevant to the essay because his long-term guerilla warfare against Turkey is what makes Turkey so nervous about the Kurds and directly contributed to the clearing of Kobani in 2019. 
Jalal Talabani founded the PUK (Kurdish Patriotic Union) in 1977. Talabani was made a member of the Iraqi Governing Council in 2003 after the defeat of Saddam Hussein. (Kutchera, Talabani, Jal al, 2004). This meant he was the first Kurdish President, though this is a ceremonial job. (Kurdish Conflicts, 2018). He is significant in that he is a Kurdish resistance leader who has made some in-roads into power in Iraq, showing that Iraq has had to at least consider Kurdish semi-independence. 
Saddam Hussein was the President of Iraq from 1979 to 2003. See 1970s On and 1986-1989 in WHEN section above. 
Mustafa Barzani was the founder of the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) of Iraq in 1946. The KDP went on to become the most important Kurdish political and military force. He did so while in exile in the independent Republic of Mahabad which existed for nearly a year in 1946 in Iran. He led guerilla troops in an uprising against the Iraqi government from 1961 to 1970 and then again after a few-years pause until 1975. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations. The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation. 2017.)
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk was the founding president of Turkey from 1923 to 1928. His policies of secularization of Turkey (built up out of the ruin of the former Ottoman Empire) played a major role in … It was Ataturk who rejected the proposed treaty that would have established an independent Kurdistan in territory taken from defeated World War One countries via the Treaty of Sevres (1920). Instead, Ataturk maneuvered to have that treaty replaced with the Treaty of Lausanne (1923) that omitted mention of Kurdistan. (Ariav, Council on Foreign Relations. The Time of the Kurds: A CFR InfoGuide Presentation. 2017.)
5. Next Steps (     /3 marks)
Questioning is the basic driver of good inquiry. Why and how questions will be the focus of your next set of notes. Please begin the search for your next set of more specific sources (beyond textbook and encyclopedia and your first specific source).
a) What are you trying to find out? Write at least three questions that will drive your next step in the research.
1. Did the Soviet Union have any influence over the Kurds at any point (1930s to 1990) that would have had a significant effect on current events? 

2. Does Vladimir’s Putin’s friendship with Assad of Syria and support of him in the Syrian civil war have any connection to past relations with the Kurds? 

3. What did Kurds do after international rejections (such as of the declaration of Rojava in 2016 in Syria and the rejection of the Iraqi Kurds’ declaration of independence in 2017)?

4. How repressed were the Kurds in Syria before start of the civil war in 2014? I have not found as much on Syria as on Turkey and Iraq. 

b) What questions do you have for the teacher at this point?
1. One question I might ask the teacher is if it’s okay that I don’t consider the Iranian Kurds since their situation doesn’t seem as directly related to current events. 
2. Is the Soviet angle (above, questions 1 and 2) important at all? Will I even have room for it?
3. Do I have to research the Syrian Civil War and ISIS separately because they’re related to Kurdish issues?
Your guiding questions can and probably will change over time.
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