2017-18 – Ms. G Sample Worksheet on Boko Haram

CHY4U CCA: Background Notes and Historical Context /Topic Overview Worksheet
 (     /5 marks for notes on three sources [T process]  +      / 25 marks for this worksheet [K])

Cite all information used to answer questions in this format: (Name of book/article/source, p.___)

Type your answers. 

Current Issue: Boko Haram
1. Overview of current issue (     /4 marks) What is the basic issue/problem/conflict today or recently or in the last five years)?Answer W and H questions.
Note: there are four specific pieces of evidence.

Boko Haram is an Islamist insurgent group in Nigeria. Their name translates as ‘western education is forbidden.’ They wish to pursue an Islamic state (or caliphate) in northern areas of Nigeria. The most well-known thing about Boko Haram, at least in the west, is its April 2014 kidnapping of 275 girls from a school (Government Girls Secondary School) in Chibok in Borno State in northeast Nigeria, the insurgent group’s home area of operation. The girls were taken and not heard from, prompting the “Bring Back Our Girls” movement. (Encyclopedia Britannica, Nigeria: History, https://www.britannica.com/place/Nigeria) In May 2017 a prisoner swap with the Nigerian government led to the release of 82 girls from Chibok. ("Boko Haram." Global Issues in Context Online Collection, Gale, 2016.)
In 2015 Boko Haram began making attacks in the Cameroon border region, subsequently destroying the town of Bagu. This was only the beginning of their most recent campaign now involving suicide bombings. ("Boko Haram." Global Issues in Context Online Collection, Gale, 2016) There are said to be some 2.4 million people in the Lake Chad area who have fled Boko Haram violence. (Olukoya, Sam. “Nigerian court convicts 45 in Boko Haram mass trial.” AP. Toronto Star. Oct. 13, 2017.)
Also in 2015, Muhammadu Buhari, a former military leader, was elected president of Nigeria. This is significant for the Boko Haram issue because he had pledged to take a hard line on the insurgent group, especially given that the election campaign was going on during the 2015 expansion of the insurgency into border regions. (Encyclopedia Britannica, Nigeria: History, https://www.britannica.com/place/Nigeria)

The most recent information (Oct. 2017) is that the Nigerian court has held secret, mass trials and convicted 45 Boko Haram members. The charges are not even known. This is significant for two reasons: 1. It does indicate a step up in government reaction; 2. It may signal yet more corruption in that the trials were secret. (Olukoya, Sam. “Nigerian court convicts 45 in Boko Haram mass trial.” AP. Toronto Star. Oct. 13, 2017.)
2. Background of current issue  - historical roots (     /9 marks)
For background, identify specific things that happened before your current issue that influenced it. You may have to go very far back. Use categories that apply (excluding the when and who questions below). 
Note: there are at least 9 pieces of specific evidence

· Internal influences = almost everything below except external influences
· External influences

Long-term: 
British colonial interest and subsequent rule = see long-term below
Short-term: 
Influence of Wahabism/Salafism from Saudi Arabia
Boko Haram’s most prominent (probably second) leader was Muhammed Yusuf. He was influenced by the Saudi Arabian brand of extremist Sunni Islam, Salafism or Wahabism. Yusuf went to Saudi Arabia from 2003 to 2005, with government permission, and was then allowed back into northern Nigeria. (Afoaku, Osita G. "Islamist terrorism and state failure in northern Nigeria." Africa Today, vol. 63, no. 4, 2017, p. 21+. Global Issues in Context)
· Long-term (pre-1900) origins

Divide in Nigerian regions – lack of unity in religion
1400s: Borno rulers took on Islam. Hausa states had many links to west Africa, e.g., Mali and Songhai. Brought introduction of Islam, primarily to cities. (Encyclopedia Britannica, Nigeria: History, https://www.britannica.com/place/Nigeria)

· Early 1800s (1804) Islamic uprising by Shehu (meaning “chief” or “senior”) Usman from the Fulani people (an empire in nw) in Borno. An Islamic caliphate resulted. (Encyclopedia Britannica, Nigeria: History, https://www.britannica.com/place/Nigeria) 
· British administration perpetuated this divide
· Then Britain came in and forced the joining of different protectorates after it had defeated the Sokoto Islamic caliphate in the north in 1903: “but it also forced together ethnic groups that had historically been enemies.” Through indirect rule, emirs in the north retained power. Indirect rule was less effective in the south so Britain stepped in which made the north seem left out of central administration. ("Mohammed Yusuf Founds Boko Haram: 2002." Global Events: Milestone Events Throughout History, edited by Jennifer Stock, vol. 1: Africa, Gale, 2014. Global Issues in Context) 
· Medium-term (last 50-ish years) causes

· Tension between north and south, Christians and Muslims in Nigeria continued post-independence

· 1970s Constituent Assembly wording debate: the states and the president debated the wording of the constitution regarding shariah (Islamic) law courts in the north (which were desired there but ran counter to the wording in the constitution that already said state and religion were to be separate). This was known as the Adebo compromise. It allowed for shariah law but not full implementation (meaning only to personal issues, not civil). (Afoaku, Osita G. "Islamist terrorism and state failure in northern Nigeria." Africa Today, vol. 63, no. 4, 2017, p. 21+. Global Issues in Context)
· Short-term (trigger events) causes

· In 1999 many northern states enacted full implementation of shariah law. There were now more restrictions on women, non-allowance of Christians in gov’t, language about ridding states of western influence. Catholic bishops warned the president (now non-military) and he, Olusegun Obasanjo, did say he’d suspend shariah in the north.  But nothing happened. In 2002 the first shariah penalty of amputation was carried out. (Afoaku, Osita G. "Islamist terrorism and state failure in northern Nigeria." Africa Today, vol. 63, no. 4, 2017, p. 21+. Global Issues in Context)

· 2009 helmet crash triggered the insurgency
· Nigerian police stopped Boko Haram members who were riding motorcycles without helmets. This led to days of fighting, 1000 deaths, including Yusuf himself. In response in 2011, Boko Haram bombed churches and attacked people running for gov’t office. This escalated to bombing of a UN office in Abuja. (Bavier, Joe. “Who Are Boko Haram and Why Are They Terrorizing Nigerian Christians?” The Atlantic. Jan. 24, 2012)
· Other things you think you’ll need to examine
· Political factors (= also medium-term and short-term causes)
· Corruption of government leaders in Nigeria

· Nigeria has a long-standing issue of corruption of government officials who use their positions to benefit themselves. Feeling used and frustrated, as victims do, they unleash their anger. They don’t turn to gov’t to help: it is seen as corrupt. The amount of money that has been “looted” in Nigeria is so large and systemic that victims feel even more hopeless. When victims are part of a “militant” sect they might reject the entire state order. Especially criticized is western education which the elites have and this isn’t seen to benefit victims of corruption. (Afoaku, Osita G. "Islamist terrorism and state failure in northern Nigeria." Africa Today, vol. 63, no. 4, 2017, p. 21+. Global Issues in Context)

· Economic factors

· Poverty in Nigeria, especially in the north

· British Missionaries concentrated on the south when they arrived in the early 1900s, and with this came commensurate economic activity leading to more development of the southern economy ("Mohammed Yusuf Founds Boko Haram: 2002." Global Events: Milestone Events Throughout History, edited by Jennifer Stock, vol. 1: Africa, Gale, 2014. Global Issues in Context) 
· There is a huge gap between the country’s wealth from oil and people’s low standard of living. Social indicators are very low: life expectancy is only 52.8 years. 62% of the population live on less than $1.25 (US) per day. This contributes to a feeling of dislocation, especially in the poorer north where Boko Haram originated. (Afoaku, Osita G. "Islamist terrorism and state failure in northern Nigeria." Africa Today, vol. 63, no. 4, 2017, p. 21+. Global Issues in Context)

· Religious factors

· Islam, Christianity (see external influences above)
· Social factors (see economic factors above)
· Intellectual factors (see external influence of Islam above)
· Artistic factors = none
· Technological factors = none at this time (see question re how Boko Haram arms itself)
3. When questions (      /4 marks)
Identify some significant events and their dates related to the historical roots of your issue. Also briefly explain how they are related to your topic. Do NOT just copy out a timeline – you must select the relevant dates and explain their relevance. 

Note: find relevant dates – don’t just find 4 dates.
Historical Roots:

1400s: Islam came to Hausa people in the area of today’s northeast Borno state of Nigeria. (Encyclopedia Britannica, Nigeria: History, https://www.britannica.com/place/Nigeria) This is relevant because much of the rise of Boko Haram relates to the desire for an Islamic state. 
1903: Britain, after putting down an Islamic caliphate in the north, forced the various and religiously different regions to come together. ("Mohammed Yusuf Founds Boko Haram: 2002." Global Events: Milestone Events Throughout History, edited by Jennifer Stock, vol. 1: Africa, Gale, 2014. Global Issues in Context) This established the precedent of a nation of separate people working together which played a role in the north’s feeling of being left out. 

1970s and 80s: The Maitatsine movement in the north was a predecessor to Boko Haram. It involved the growth of Islamic fundamentalism, outside support for the members, and the Nigerian state not doing enough to put it down. It was led by Muhammadu Marwa from Cameroon. He wanted to purify Islam and was extremely critical of the Nigerian government. (Adesoji, Abimbola O. "Between Maitatsine and Boko Haram: Islamic fundamentalism and the response of the Nigerian State." Africa Today, vol. 57, no. 4, 2014, p. 99+. Global Issues in Context)

1986: President Ibrahim Badamosi Babangida made Nigeria a member of OIC, Organization of Islamic Conference. This made Nigeria eligible for loans from countries such as Saudi Arabia. Christians didn’t like this because on paper state and religion were supposed to be separate. It made Christians think the Hausa-Fulani (Muslim) dominance of the south was coming. However, national Nigerian leaders since the 1960s had shown interest in OIC so it was not something completely out of the blue. (Afoaku, Osita G. "Islamist terrorism and state failure in northern Nigeria." Africa Today, vol. 63, no. 4, 2017, p. 21+. Global Issues in Context)
1995 to 2003: Boko Haram’s origins go back to Borno state when Imam Abubakar Lawan started a Muslim youth organization in the University of Maiduguri. Yusuf was an Islamic scholar and became a leader. He befriended someone running for the position of governor of Borno state, who won in 2003 with support from youths who’d act as electoral thugs. Yusuf then got permission to build a mosque and Islamic school in Maiduguri. At this time, Yusuf building up his organization by channeling money for purchase of arms. From 1999 to 2003 Yusuf was a member of Borno State Sharia Implementation Committee to bring Shariah to northern states. When the senator he had earlier befriended didn’t fully implement shariah Yusuf broke with him.  But the government never indicted him (implication being it would threaten their careers?) so they failed to stop Boko Haram before it became really big. In 2003 Boko Haram moved out to the countryside with followers and began attacks on police and gov’t institutions in the northern states. (Afoaku, Osita G. "Islamist terrorism and state failure in northern Nigeria." Africa Today, vol. 63, no. 4, 2017, p. 21+. Global Issues in Context)
4. Who questions (      /5 marks)
Name some key people related to your current issue and its historical background. Make sure to identify their position (who they were, what they did) and relevance to your topic.

Historical Background

Usuman dan Fodio – Fulani leader of the Sokoto caliphate which was founded in 1809 and controlled a large portion of what is now northern Nigeria. Relevance is that this demonstrates the strong ties of the people of the region to Islam, which is a big issue for Boko Haram who want to reinstate a caliphate. (Afoaku, Osita G. "Islamist terrorism and state failure in northern Nigeria." Africa Today, vol. 63, no. 4, 2017, p. 21+. Global Issues in Context)
Sir Frederick Lugard – British High Commissioner of the Northern Protectorate of Nigeria from 1900 to 1906. His relevance is that he established the policy of treating the 3 protectorates of Nigeria almost as if they were separate states. This had lasting consequences for internal relations amongst the 3 former areas after amalgamation, after independence, and possibly up until this time when northern states see themselves as different. After amalgamation, Lugard served as governor general and used the tactic of “indirect rule.” (Crowder, Michael. “Luggard and Colonial Nigeria, Towards an Identity?” Feb. 1, 1986, History Today. EBSCO History Reference Centre)

Recent
Mohammed Marwa: otherwise known as Maitistine. An Islamic leader in Borno state who may have influenced the early founding of Boko Haram. (Adesoji, Abimbola O. "Between Maitatsine and Boko Haram: Islamic fundamentalism and the response of the Nigerian State." Africa Today, vol. 57, no. 4, 2014, p. 99+. Global Issues in Context)
Muhammed Yusuf: the main leader of Boko Haram. He ramped up their anti-government and anti-Christian actions. (Afoaku, Osita G. "Islamist terrorism and state failure in northern Nigeria." Africa Today, vol. 63, no. 4, 2017, p. 21+. Global Issues in Context)
Abubakar Shekau: leader of Boko Haram beginning in 2010, following Yusuf’s death in 2009. He was responsible for their shift in allegiance to ISIS, from al Quaeda. He faces some internal challenges as others have asserted that they are in control of Boko Haram. ("Boko Haram." Global Issues in Context Online Collection, Gale, 2016. Global Issues in Context)
Goodluck Jonathan: President of Nigeria from 2010 to 2015. He stated that he would lead a stronger campaign against Boko Haram but this did not solve the problem. The military was plagued by corruption issues. (Afoaku, Osita G. "Islamist terrorism and state failure in northern Nigeria." Africa Today, vol. 63, no. 4, 2017, p. 21+. Global Issues in Context)
Muhammed Buhari: current President of Nigeria since 2015. A former military leader, he talked tough against Boko Haram and his government has prosecuted members. Government troops under him have also freed some captives. He established a joint military operation with Chad, Cameroon, Niger, and Benin to fight against Boko Haram. He is Fulani. (Encyclopedia Britannica, Nigeria: History, https://www.britannica.com/place/Nigeria)
5. Next Steps (     /3 marks)
Questioning is the basic driver of good inquiry. Why and how questions will be the focus of your next set of notes. Please begin the search for your next set of more specific sources (beyond textbook and encyclopedia and your first two specific sources).

a) What are you trying to find out? Write at least three questions that will drive your next step in the research. 

1. How did the Fulani-Hausa people come to dominate the north? When did this occur? (clarify whey they are called Fulani-Hausa when some sources say the Fulani defeated the Hausa). 
2. How much did British colonial policy set the tone for non-cooperation of Nigerian states post-independence?
3. How much influence did Saudi Arabia and wahabism have on the founders of Boko Haram? Do they help to arm it?
4. How much influence did the Taliban, al Qaeda, al Shabab and ISIS have on Boko Haram? Does it matter? Do they help to arm it?
5. How important is the Maitistine movement in the current issue of northern dissatisfaction? Is it a distraction from the main topic or a legitimate contributor to the rise of Boko Haram?
b) Do you have any questions for the teacher at this point?

1. Is it okay that my research may not go back past 1800?

2. I need to find more events from the medium term rather than short term that influenced the rise and direction of Boko Haram. Should my essay morph into something about Nigeria’s general troubles since independence?

3. Can a quote from a historian be considered a primary source?
Your guiding questions can and probably will change over time.

