Sem2, 2019-20

CHY 4U CCA Essay Topics
How Did We Get Here? Historical Roots of a Current Issue
The essay should be on a topic that you are really curious about. You’ll be tracing the historical roots of a current issue. Remember that this course starts in 1450 – you can’t start earlier than that.
The structure of the essay will focus not on merely identifying what happened in the past, but on drawing out the similarities (continuities) and differences (changes) between past and present, as well as cause-consequence relationships. Students will be expected to examine the patterns and relationships in depth. That means critical thinking will be required. An essay is not just a list of facts.  It should include primary source evidence, as much as possible. 
The topics below are suggestions. If you would like to do something else, please pitch it to the teacher. While there is much information about current issues online, this is a history essay and no more than 30 per cent of your essay content should be about the current issue. That means that you should use books or database sources for the majority of your research. 

TOPICS:

1. Saudi reforms – real or illusion (including women rights and other government initiatives)
2. Back and forth relations between the US and Iran (including decline of US role in the Middle East, intervention vs. Isis in Syria, end of the nuclear deal)
3. The anniversary of Iran’s 1979 Revolution. What is left of it?
4. The end of ISIS/ISIL?

5. Lebanese protests

6. Libya – why so many countries are involved

7. The stateless Kurds (Syria, Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Armenia)

8. Russian presence in the Middle East

9. Russian involvement in Africa

10. Russia: Putin’s longevity

11. Brazil’s Indigenous peoples fight development (including what is happening under president Bolsonaro, fires in the Amazon).
12. South Africa after apartheid (including TRC, the trials of Jacob Zuma, crime, poverty, ANC’s dominance, current president Cyril Ramaphosa)

13. Canada’s Indigenous peoples: challenging colonial history and its effects
14. Bringing genocide perpetrators to trial: Cambodia or Rwanda. 

15. Zimbabwe’s ongoing economic troubles (legacy of Robert Mugabe)
16. How much has Modi reformed India?

17. India’s new citizenship law (Citizenship Amendment Act) that discriminates against Muslims (and other Hindu nationalist policies)

18. Hong Kong protests

19. China’s treatment of the Uighurs

20. China and the US – trade war.

21. Yellow vest protests in France 

22. The evolution of tolerance of LGBTQ people in non-western countries (or the continued intolerance)
23. What causes migrants to leave Guatemala for Mexico hoping to get to US?
24. Erdogan’s grasp on power slipping in Turkey?

25. US peace deal with the Taliban in Afghanistan?

26. Venezuela’s crisis

27. The history of environmentalism

28. The militarization of space

29. Global pandemics (or fear of them) in history
