Sem 2, 2018-19

CHY 4U CCA:  Plagiarism and Documentation
At first you may be scared by the prospect of writing a long essay. Resist the temptation to cheat from the very beginning. The teacher will support you throughout the research and writing process, however, if you do not take notes in your own words, or if you don’t write the essay in your own words, you will end up causing very serious harm to your marks. 
Plagiarism

Plagiarism refers both to copying another person’s words directly and using another person’s ideas without giving proper credit. Avoid plagiarism at all cost. There are severe punishments for plagiarism at York Mills, one of which is getting a zero on your essay. Give credit where credit is due by citing sources. ( 

Documenting = Citing Sources
It is better to cite/footnote too much than not enough. Teachers also look for variety in your citations/footnotes, particularly that you don’t rely too much on only one, two, or three of your sources. You have a bibliography of eight to ten sources for a reason. Use most of them.
In the discipline of history the traditional footnote system (sometimes called Chicago style) is generally used. In this course you must use footnotes rather than endnotes or embedded / author-date citations in your final essay. Along the way, in the process steps, you will be allowed to use embedded citations. 
The only part of your essay that won’t be footnoted is your argument, unless you got the ideas from somewhere else. It is rare to footnote in the introductory and concluding paragraphs, though if you use a quote as your hook, you must, of course, cite it. 

Paraphrasing in Notes and on the Essay
Your World History essay is expected to conform to academic standards. This includes taking notes in your own words. Students often plagiarize on the essay because they don’t take notes in their own words. If your notes are not your own, neither will your essay be. It doesn’t matter your intention – you will get ZERO for plagiarism. “I didn’t mean to” is not a defense!
Paraphrasing means that you use someone else’s idea or information, then put it into your words and cite the source. In research essays where you are gathering information from other sources it is appropriate to paraphrase as long as it is accompanied by the required footnote/citation showing where you got the information from. The order and flow of your essay must also be your own. Be careful that you don’t follow the order or structure of a pre-existing essay or source. Changing a few words here and there while keeping someone else’s sentence structure is still a form of plagiarism. Be careful. 
Quoting
Though footnotes are not just for quotes, there are some important guidelines for using quotes properly. Always introduce quotes in your own words; they cannot just stand alone. A direct quote is not always needed. Most history teachers would rather read your own explanations than an endless stream of quotes from secondary sources. Quotes from primary sources are much more valuable.

Additional Tips
Please consult the following helpful source
 from the University of Toronto for additional information on how to avoid plagiarism, document sources and paraphrase successfully. 
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