HSB 4U CCA: Building a Hypothesis 
(see textbook page 65)
“A proposition or principle put forth or stated merely as a basis for reasonable argument, or as a premise from which to draw a conclusion (Bain, et al., 2002, p. 65).” 

It is basically your argument. Later you will modify it and turn it into a thesis, an argument you’re sure is true, as proved by your data. 
Criteria:

· Written in the form of a concise statement (one sentence, not a question). 

· Reflects a position being taken by the writer (strong word choice indicates position). 

· It is arguable, and a contrary position can be taken. 

· It requires research to determine whether or not it is true. 

· It is a significant matter to social scientists (not trivial, not silly, not simply a fact).

· It is a complex notion, dealing with a number of variables (sub-topics or factors).
· It is not written in the first person (third person, not “I think”).
· It can be tested (proved by data).

Basic Format:

Argument (main thing you want to prove or relationship between the two factors*) + sub-topics (integrate them – or describe them, don’t list them). [One sentence, or one sentence plus semi-colon]
* some questions ask about a relationship between two things (e.g., between systemic discrimination and migrant labourers; between low literacy levels and standard of living, between social panics and media).
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sample Hypothesis Statements:
Arrange these samples in order from worst to best (in terms of meeting the above-mentioned criteria). Do 1-4 separately from 5-8.
1. The benefits of globalization are distributed unevenly as demonstrated by shipbreaking and trade of human body parts; in both areas, developed countries profit at the expense of exploited developing countries.

2. The benefits of globalization, as seen through shipbreaking and trade of human body parts, are distributed in an uneven way. 

3. The benefits of globalization are distributed unevenly as demonstrated by the shipbreaking industry and the cross-border trade of human body parts; in the shipbreaking industry, large multinational corporations from developed countries profit at the expense of the health and safety of workers in developing countries, while in the illegal trade of human body parts, vulnerable donors in developing countries are exploited for their organs.

4. Globalization has many benefits. They are distributed unevenly; this can be seen in the areas of shipbreaking and illegal trade of human body parts. Developed countries receive more advantages while developing countries face more disadvantages.

5. The benefits of GM technology outweigh the problems associated with it.
6. The benefits of GM technology outweigh the problems associated with it as new ways of producing more food are required in order to feed a fast-growing population. 

7. GM food is an impractical solution for the food shortage problem because it doesn’t live up to its idealistic goals; it is too costly to produce in developing countries and it hasn’t yet led to increased production.
8. GM food has many practical benefits. It can increase food production and put less strain on the environment. It is a necessary and practical step to solve the world’s food problems.
