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HSB4M Social Science Observation Field Research – Qualitative Data Gathering
Research Methods:

· Observation

· Participant observation

· Interviews (no video, please)
· No surveys

· No anecdotes

Requirements:

1. Devise a simple research question based on ONE of the disciplines below.
2. Choose an appropriate research method.

3. Approach this scientifically: create appropriate data-recording sheet (see below).
4. Observe a data sample of at least 10 subjects or 3 areas.
5. Describe how you approached steps 1-4 above. (Written).
6. Write up a conclusion based on your data. Apply at least one key concept from chapter one of the textbook in your analysis. 
7. Total length of submission: one page typed, double-spaced. Assessment as and for learning.
Anthropology
A: Observe people’s tattoos and piercings and consider:
· Rites of passage 
· Cultural events or customs
Sociology
A: Observe your neighbourhood and consider:

· Stratification by income, ethnicity, language, etc.

· Roles

· Norms
· Conflicts
B: Observe people on public transportation and consider:
· Interaction
· Norms

· Language

C: Observe students during group work and consider: 
· Distractions (by whom or what) 
· Technology
· Norms

Date: ______________ Time: _________________________ Researcher: __________________________________________





Research Question: 


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Checklist of Observations or Questions: (anticipate what you are looking for so that you can easily check it off; if asking questions, write them down)


…


…


…


…


Other: __________________________________________________________________________________














