Name of Website and URL: _____________________________________________________

Name of Student: _________________________________


CHY4U: CRAAP TEST

Use this method to evaluate the reliability of websites other than newspapers or well-known news sites. Don’t get caught using unreliable, inaccurate, misleading or erroneous information.  Rate each section from one to ten, one being unreliable, ten being excellent. Add up the total at the end. 45-50 = excellent; 40-44 = good; 35-39 = average; 30-34 borderline acceptable; below 30 = unacceptable. Do not use if below average.
Currency – timeliness of the information





(/10
1. When was it published or posted?     /2
2. Has the info been revised or updated recently?     /2 
3. Is the info current or out-of-date for your topic?     /2
4. Are the links functional?     /2
5. Does it include up-to-date information on your topic?     /2
Relevance: the importance of the information for your needs


(/10
1. How does the info relate to your topic?     /2
2. Who is the intended audience?     /2
3. Is the info at an appropriate (high school at least) level?     /2
4. Would you be comfortable using this source for a research paper?     /2 
5. Is it at an academic level?     /2
Authority: the source of the information





(/10
1. Who is the author?     /2
2. If it doesn’t have an author, is it clear who is responsible for writing the information, such as an organization?     /2
3. What are the author’s credentials (qualifications) or organizational affiliations?     /2
4. Is there contact information, such as a publisher or email address?     /2
5. Does the URL reveal anything about the author or source (e.g., museum, university, personal page)?     /2
Accuracy: the reliability, truthfulness, and correctness of the content 

(/10
1. Where does the info come from (check references, footnotes, bibliography, etc.)?     /2
2. Is the info supported by evidence?     /2
3. Is the evidence cited?     /2
4. Is there a bibliography or reference list?     /2
5. Can you verify any of the info in another source or is it personal opinion?     /2
Purpose: the reason the info exists





(/10
1. Do the authors/sponsors make their intentions or purpose clear? What are they?     /2
2. Is the info fact? opinion? propaganda?     /2
3. Are there political, ideological, cultural, religious, institutional, or personal biases?     /2
4. Is the information intended to be sold or purchased?    /2
5. Is there anything that makes you question the honesty/upfront nature of the source?     /2
TOTAL =      /50
� Adapted from Meriam Library, California State University, Chico. (2010, Sept. 17). Evaluating information: applying the CRAAP test. Retrieved Dec. 7, 2011 from � HYPERLINK "http://www.csuchico.edu/lins/handouts/eval_websites.pdf" ��http://www.csuchico.edu/lins/handouts/eval_websites.pdf�








