CHY 4U Last Minute Essay Writing Tips

Spelling – must be Canadian (e.g., colour, behaviour, endeavour)

Capitals – be consistent (e.g., Industrial Revolution, or industrial revolution = always the same throughout)

Numbers – write out numbers under ten (e.g., five, 16, 10, two)

Shortforms – avoid all (e.g., don’t use “e.g.”)

Use of first names – refer to subjects by their last or full names

Brackets – avoid using as much as possible (e.g., avoid this structure because you can usually explain things without the aid of brackets)

Tense shifts – write in past tense and generally stay in past tense (e.g., Bismarck was a calculating ruler. The story of Bismarck is one of strategy.)

Introduce quotes – always use an introductory phrase (e.g., As stated by historian ___________, “… .”)

Long quotes – primary source evidence, if long, should be indented and single- spaced to set it off from the rest of the text. This applies for quotes longer than one or two lines. A smaller font size is used as well.

Young Italy is a brotherhood of Italians who believe in 

a law of Progress and Duty, and are convinced that 

Italy is destined to become one nation….They join 

this association in the firm intent of consecrating 

both thought and action to the great aim of 

re-constituting Italy as one independent sovereign 

nation of free men and equals.

NEVER ASSUME the reader knows…

· the definition of an important term

· who a person is
· when an event occurred
� Quoted in Arthur Haberman and Adrian Shubert, The West and the World: Contacts, Conflicts and Connections (Toronto: Gage Learning Corp., 2002), 228.





