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`CHY 4U CCA: Rubric for Essay (Sem 2, 2018-19)
	
	Levels of Achievement

	Criteria 
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	SCORE

	Understanding (K)

Understanding of terminology, facts and concepts related to topics and course
Required background information, proper historical context 
	Consistently demonstrates a thorough understanding of topic through correct application, definition and usage of facts, dates, ‘isms’, PERSIAT, forces, etc. 

Provides required background information in good detail. Carefully establishes proper historical context before and during time of current issue.
	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of topic, through correct application, definition and usage of facts, dates, ‘isms’, PERSIAT, forces, etc. 

Provides background information. Generally presents current issue in proper historical context. 
	Demonstrates some understanding of topic, through some correct application, definition and usage of facts, dates, ‘isms’, PERSIAT, forces, etc. 

Provides some background information. Some historical context given – doesn’t set current issue up well. Makes an effort but not very thorough.
	Demonstrates limited understanding of topic, through incorrect or missing application, definition and usage of facts, dates, ‘isms’, PERSIAT, forces, etc. 

Provides little historical background. Current issue exists mostly in a bubble. 
	

	Evidence and Examples (T)

Appropriate quantity of evidence / detail (12 examples total) 
Relevant supporting evidence (historical focus more than current issue)
Primary source evidence
	More than sufficient quantity of evidence (more specific examples than points), highly detailed.
Relevant choice of evidence that is clearly and consistently helpful in proving thesis and focuses on history more than current issue.
Consistently incorporates primary source evidence. 
	Sufficient quantity of evidence (good balance of points and specific examples), detailed.
Relevant choice of evidence that is usually helpful in proving thesis and focuses on history more than current issue.
Uses a good amount of primary source evidence. 
	Insufficient quantity of evidence (more points than specific examples), some detail. 

Somewhat relevant choice of evidence that is somewhat helpful in proving thesis but wanders sometimes. A bit too much emphasis on current issue.
Uses some primary source evidence. 
	Limited quantity of evidence (few specific examples), little if any detail. 

Often irrelevant choice of evidence that is of little help in proving thesis or thesis is so vague that it’s hard to prove. Too much focus on current issue at the expense of history.
Uses little primary source evidence. 
	


	Connections (A)

Application of HTC concepts learned in the course to the essay (especially continuity +change, cause-consequence)
Direct explanation of thesis

	Makes clear, logical conclusions related to continuity and change and/or causes and consequences and analyzes them.
Clear and explicit connection to thesis (argued directly and expertly). 
	Recognizes HTC patterns and makes a good attempt to analyze them (but not as thorough as it could be). 
Related to thesis (argued but may need a bit of explanation here and there). 
	Attempts to identify HTC patterns but doesn’t draw actual conclusions from them.
Indirectly related to thesis (list of facts proving it but not arguing it; requires further explanation in many places).
	Little or no evidence of HTC connections. 

Barely related to thesis (list of facts; requires much more explanation).

	

	Format ( C )

Clear, informative introductory paragraph, concluding paragraph to wrap up 

Informative topic sentences (TS) 

Concluding sentences (CS) 

Flow of paragraphs
	Clear intro that includes effective, catchy hook, coherent, flowing summary of sub-topics and clear thesis; conclusion includes clear re-statement of thesis in different words, coherent, flowing re-summary of sub-topics and concise conclusion about traces back and echoes forward
Each body paragraph has a TS that clearly identifies the sub-topic and offers the writer’s point of view on it.
Each body paragraph has a CS that effectively wraps up (draws a conclusion) in different words than TS.
Paragraphs consistently flow in a logical order and are not too long.
	Intro and/or conclusion include all components but may lack some detail or flow.
Most body paragraphs have proper topic sentences. 

Most body paragraphs have proper concluding sentences that wrap up without repeating the same words as TS.
Paragraphs mostly flow.
	Intro and/or conclusion missing one or more components.
Some body paragraphs have proper topic sentences though they may be unclear or too vague.
Some body paragraphs wrap up with CS though they may be in the same or too similar words as TS or unclear or too vague.
Paragraph order somewhat choppy or confusing in places.
	Intro and/or conclusion lack structure.
Body paragraphs often begin with first point rather than topic sentence.
Body paragraphs often end with last point rather than concluding sentence.
Paragraph order may be confusing, disorganized, random, or illogical.
	

	Mechanics of Writing ( C )

Correct grammar and spelling used

Formal, academic style in student’s own words
Correct footnotes (format, usage and variety of sources)

Correct bibliography format and number of sources (8-10), submission of reliability forms
	Correct grammar and spelling used with accuracy and effectiveness almost all of the time (0-3 errors).
Consistently written in third person, formal academic language, with appropriate transitions, clearly and consistently in the student’s own words.
Citations consistently in proper format, used correctly and reflect a wide variety of sources

Bibliography consistently in correct format and meets or exceeds required number of sources (CRAAP tests submitted for websites).

	Grammar and spelling used with considerable accuracy and effectiveness (4-6 errors).
Generally written in third person, formal academic language.
Citations mostly in proper format, used correctly and reflect a good variety of sources.
Bibliography in correct format (minor errors only) and meets required number of sources.

	Grammar and spelling used with some accuracy and effectiveness (errors occasionally interfere with meaning) (7-9 errors).
Written in third person with a few exceptions, sometimes language is not formal or academic enough.
Some citations in proper format, some usage errors and reflect a somewhat narrow variety of sources.
Bibliography contains many format errors and doesn’t meet required number of sources.

	Grammar and spelling used with limited accuracy and effectiveness (errors often interfere with meaning) (10+ errors).
Not written in third person, not formal academic language (colloquial, informal); concerns about copying (below level 1).
Many errors in citation format, usage and reflect a limited variety of sources.
Bibliography contains many major format errors and falls well below required number of sources (no CRAAP tests for websites).

	

	SCORES
	4++ (100%) 4+ (95%), 4 (88%), 4- (82%), 3+ (78%), 3 (75%), 3- (72%), 2+ (68%), 2 (65%), 2- (62%), 1+ (58%), 1 (55%), 1- (52%), Below 1 (49%-0)


