CHY 4U CCA: Final Tips
Introduction 

The introduction follows a set pattern with little room for creativity. In a history essay, you say what you’re going to argue up front – it’s not a mystery novel where the reader has to wait until the end to find out ‘who did it’, AKA the thesis. The intro is like a little tour of the essay before the reader actually reads the essay – like a welcome to Casa Loma before the first part of the tour starts. I sometimes recommend waiting to write the intro until you’ve done all your body paragraphs. 

Must Haves:

· Hook – intro to topic, catchy (not thesis, not definition, not irrelevant quotation).
· Summary of main points – overview of your main subtopics – not a list – form them into a coherent picture of what you’re going to talk about in the essay.
· Thesis – must be the last sentence in the introduction. Should flow out of your summary. 

Background Information

The K mark on the rubric is about putting your topic in historical context and identifying important events that happened before your topic even began. We have been doing this since September/March. Your topic does not exist in a bubble. It is part of a time period, of historical trends and patterns, isms and forces, even PERSIAT. You must include this setup in your essay. For most students this means one or more paragraphs after the introduction in which you set the stage for the actual topic. See How To Improve Your Knowledge Mark on the Essay.
Remember, the intended audience (the reader) is someone who doesn’t know anything about your topic and is not an expert in history. Never assume anything is understood. Always explain. 

No bubbles! 

Topic Sentences

These are the reader’s guide through the essay. Since this isn’t a five-paragraph essay they don’t need to identify each example that is in the paragraph, however, they should be clear. They should state the main idea of the paragraph, and possibly, how it relates to the thesis. They are needed even for shorter paragraphs. 

As this is a long essay, the topic sentences will give the reader a sense of where you’re going. Think of them as a guide. If the guide isn’t clear, the essay won’t be clear. Editing your topic sentences is one the most important tasks you’ll do. Your essay should make sense if the reader only reads the thesis statement and the topic sentences.
Concluding Sentences

Concluding sentences should not be copies of the topic sentences. That would be really boring in such a long essay. The concluding sentence is not the same thing as the argument. The two must exist separately; this is one area where students often make mistakes and lose communication marks!
Just like the topic sentences, they don’t need to be elaborate, but they do need to be there to wrap up the paragraphs neatly. Sometimes they can be followed by a linking sentence to connect to the next paragraph. Be careful; make sure you conclude before you link! Also, make sure you argue before you conclude.
Paragraphing

This is not a five-paragraph essay. You may have as many paragraphs as you’d like. Deciding how many to have and where to sub-divide them is the problem! The first rule of thumb is not to let a paragraph get too long. If it’s more than a page (double-spaced) you should definitely break it up and start a new paragraph. Not every paragraph needs to be the same length. Some may be short, with a minimum of two examples. Others may be more lengthy. You do not need to have the same number of examples per paragraph. Keep ease of reading in mind when you sub-divide your paragraphs. If the reader is going to get confused because a paragraph is too long, break it up. If you move onto a new topic, start a new paragraph. Each paragraph should contribute to proving the thesis. Always add topic and concluding sentences to the new paragraphs when you break a long paragraph up. 
Connections to thesis may be separate paragraphs as long as they have topic and concluding sentences.

Spelling, Grammar, Style

Write in third person. No “you”, “I”, “we”, etc. This is formal, academic writing. No informal, casual language. No incomplete sentences like these ones! See Common Errors and Last Minute Essay Writing Tips. 
Edit, edit, edit. Proofread, proofread, proofread. Proofread for spelling, grammar and stylistic errors. Edit for clarity and conciseness. Don’t ramble on. Don’t try to stretch out your essay just to meet the 7-10 page length. I’d rather read a shorter, more concise paper than a long-winded 10-page essay. The maximum length is 12 pages.
In all honesty, you’re in big trouble if you only do one draft before the final copy. This essay requires multiple drafts. Give your self enough time to do this! It’s all about positive habits of mind. See Habits of Mind. 
Footnoting and Bibliography

Follow the instructions in “Documentation for History Essays” for format and usage. There is a lot of information there. I expect you to follow it. Don’t lose marks for silly format errors. 

Conclusion

There is a required format like the introduction. This is usually the last part of the essay to be written. 

Must Haves: 

· Re-statement of thesis – must come first in concluding paragraph – make sure it’s the same argument in different words.
· Re-summary of main points -  summarize what your main arguments were, to remind the reader of what you just said. Again, not a list, but a flowing summary.

· Food for thought or lesson learned or some kind of connection back to today. Just make sure it’s not a repeat of the thesis or the hook. 
Plagiarism

It will be caught. Rid your essay of it now. I recently gave a student zero on this essay for lifting material from the internet. There will be no leniency on this policy. Keep all notes in case I want to see them. See Plagiarism and Documentation.
Final Copy

· typed 

· double spaced 

· easy-to-read font (minimum 10, maximum 12) without insane margins
· pages numbered

· title page with name, date, title, school, course, teacher

· bibliography at end of essay 

· any appendices (relevant documents, pictures, etc.) after the bibliography (labelled)

· hand in in a folder with all previous process steps (only if you have missed any steps)

· reliability checklists (CRAAP) required for any websites used  – attach at back of essay

No Late Essays! 

