CHY 4U How To Improve Your Knowledge Mark On The CCA Essay

1. Give background information/context.

What does this mean?

· Things the reader needs to know in order to understand the argument you’re making in your essay. Often, this means things that happened before your essay topic actually begins.
· For example, introduce relevant “isms” such as industrialization, imperialism, etc.

2. Give key dates.

3. Show that you are knowledgeable about the society you’re writing about. The topic should not be presented in a bubble (floating in space by itself with no context).

How to do this?

· Show an understanding of large social, political, economic, religious, intellectual forces (or changes) that are occurring at the time of your essay topic.

4. Give brief descriptions of the people you refer to by saying who they are in relation to the topic of your essay. No one should be just a name.

· For example, “According to Denis Diderot, a French philosophe and reformer, …”
5. Define key words or concepts.

